Acknowledgments

When, thirty-five years ago, I ordered my first files from the International In-
stitute of Metropolitan Toronto records at the Ontario Archives, I did not fully
realize that it offered an entry into the neglected history of women’s multicul-
turalism. Over the years, I returned to the collection for various projects. Then,
I decided to take the plunge and conduct a project of historical recovery, one
that led me to write both a Toronto- and Canadian-based and a cross-border
North American study of women’s pluralism that also addresses the longer
roots of pluralism in Canada and the United States. I did not have the fore-
sight to plan to write this book in time for the fiftieth anniversary of the official
adoption of multiculturalism in Canada, but the desire to offer a left feminist
historian’s intervention into the heavily male and elite-dominated historical
scholarship helped me to finish it.

I am pleased to acknowledge the debts that I have incurred along the way.
The archivists at the Archives of Ontario were both helpful and patient with a
scholar who, in an era before cameras became such a critical tool of the histori-
an’s trade, ordered far too many photocopies of their materials. I thank as well
the archivists at the City of Toronto Archives. A fellowship with the Immigra-
tion History Research Center Archives at the University of Minnesota facili-
tated my research into the US International Institute records. There, I benefited
enormously from the professional assistance and expertise of archivist Daniel
Necas and from the unflagging support of then director Donna Gabaccia. I
offer a special thanks to Michael Moir (University Archivist) and especially
Julia Holland, both of theYork University Clara Thomas Archives and Special
Collections, and to the staff of the Archives of Ontario, for helping me to access
photographs while navigating holiday and COVID-19 lockdowns. Jesse Mun-
roe generously shared with me items from his impressive personal archive of
Canadian National Exhibition materials.

A generous Principal's Research Award from the University of Toronto
Scarborough provided critical funding for this project. I also received student



xii  Acknowledgments

assistantships and other support through the Department of Historical and
Cultural Studies at UTSC and the Graduate History Department at St George.
A heartfelt thank you to the generous scholars who wrote in support of this
project: Lynn Abrams, Dirk Hoerder, Alice Kessler-Harris, and Veronica
Strong-Boag.

I greatly appreciated the opportunity to deliver papers based on this research
at several venues. These included the Gender & History symposium on Mi-
grations, Institutions, and Intimate Lives at the University of Bristol; German
Canadian Studies Conference in Grainau; Collogium Series of Western Univer-
sity’s Centre for Research on Migration and Ethnic Relations; Canadian Studies
in Italy Conference in Milan; Department of History, Vaxjo University, Sweden;
Social Science History Association meeting in Montreal; Berkshire Conference
on the History of Women, Genders, and Sexualities held at Hofstra University;
Department of History at the University of South Florida, Tampa; Canadian
Historical Association meeting in Ottawa; L.R. Wilson Institute, McMaster
University; Health, Medicine and Mobility Conference at University of Prince
Edward Island; St Mary’s University (with hosts Women’s Studies, CERIS Mar-
itimes, and Pier 21); and the Toronto Public Library.

As countless colleagues and students spent the first year of the pandemic
pivoting every which way possible, I enjoyed the privilege of being able to write
this book during a final paid leave from my university. As people continued to
adapt and innovate, I completed revisions in the first few months of my retire-
ment from the University of Toronto. But during the lengthy process of think-
ing and drafting the book, I benefited from the curiosity, support, and feedback
from various colleagues. My thanks to Heidi Bohaker, Laurie Bertram, Donna
Gabaccia, Sean Mills, Jeffrey Pilcher, Steve Penfold, James Retallack, Lynn
Viola, and Natalie Zemon Davis. A special thank you to Russell Kazal, who
generously shared with me his own research on the history of pluralism in the
United States and offered invaluable feedback on earlier drafts of my work.

For their advice, feedback, and camaraderie at home and away, I thank Bet-
tina Bradbury, Marlene Epp, Dirk Hoerder, Claudia Rapp, Susana Miranda,
Wendy Mitchinson (who is sadly missed), Silke Neunsinger, Roberto Perin,
Gabriele Scardellato (also sadly missed), Katrina Srigley, Marc Stein, Jorge
Olivares, Molly Ladd Taylor, Cynthia Wright, and Stacey Zembrzycki. I am
grateful to Robert Cupido, Tina Chen, Gilberto Fernandes, Michael Akladios,
Kassandra Luciuk, Yukari Takai, and Funké Aladejebi for generously answering
my questions about individuals, ethnic spectacles, and Cold War politics.

My thanks to the York University and University of Toronto members of
the Toronto Immigration History Group for their feedback on earlier versions
of certain chapters. Working with graduate students has been central to my
professional life at the University of Toronto and I continue to derive much
intellectual pleasure from it. More specifically, co-writing an article on the US



Acknowledgments  xiii

Institutes with Erica Toffoli helped me to move forward with my book. So,
too, did my conversations with Sheyfali Saujani, Lauren Catterson, Amanda
Whitaker, Jennifer Evans, Edward Dunsworth, Sanchia de Sousa, and Simon
Vickers. Jason Romisher of Western University helped me over a pandemic
hurdle by conducting some London-based research.

For this project, I was able to expand considerably an existing database of
Institute case files (from just over 1,000 to 7,000 files). I thank Amanda Wedge
for her work on the final database, for responding efficiently to my endless re-
quests for a run of cases of this or that type, for assisting with the chapters in
part 1, and for generating the tables in the appendix. Before taking up their
own professional posts, Nadia Jones-Gailani, Dennis Kim, and Jared Toney
provided critical research assistance. Kate Grisdale provided some valuable ed-
itorial assistance.

My reading of the case files has benefited from various workshops with un-
dergraduate students who have taken my course on historical methods. For
going over “my numbers” and catching my mistakes, I thank Tracy Stewart.
I owe an intellectual debt to my anonymous readers (and one of them in par-
ticular) for their rigorous, engaging, and generous reading of my manuscript.
At University of Toronto Press, Len Husband provided support and good cheer
as he shepherded the manuscript through the review process. Thanks as well
to the Press’s Christine Robertson, for keeping me on schedule, to copy editor
Anne Laughlin, for improving my prose and posing thoughtful questions, and
to Judith Clark for the index.

I was lucky enough to be on leave and not teaching online during this pan-
demic. But the isolating process of writing under various stages of lockdown was
helped enormously by the many walks with friends (including Kathy Scardellato,
Marcel Martel, Roberto Perin, Danyelle Boily); the virtual visits with friends (in-
cluding Cynthia Wright, Paul Eprile, Debbie Honickman, Russell Kazal, Deb-
bie Gesensway, Maggi Redmonds, Mariana Valverde, Molly Ladd Taylor, Tracy
Stewart, and Bob Allan), the biweekly virtual dinners with friends (Donna Gab-
accia and Jeffrey Pilcher), and virtual cocktails and dinners with family (Lorna
Wright and the “Iacovettas” — Mario, Brenda, Tony, Sandy, Bruno, Fran, Sandra,
Duane, the nieces and nephews, and the grandnieces and grandnephews.) My
siblings and their partners will know that my effort to handle with respect and
sensitivity the material contained in the case files is informed by our own experi-
ences with the type of encounters, struggles, heartbreak, and loss they document.

I owe a very special thanks to three scholars and good friends who kindly
read a rambling draft of this big book and offered cogent advice on how to
make it better: Mariana Valverde, Craig Heron, and Ian Radforth. As my life
partner, academic colleague, and ally, Ian has never failed to offer me his pro-
fessional and personal support, and his love and intellectual talents have sus-
tained me through yet another challenging project.



This page intentionally left blank



