
Acknowledgments

The essays in this collection are the result of ongoing conversations be-
tween members of an interdisciplinary group of scholars who have gath-
ered for varied conferences, workshops, and panels since first meeting in 
Vienna at the 2011 “The First World War in a Gender Context – Topics 
and Perspectives” conference, followed by a conference in Copenhagen 
in 2013, “AfterShock: Post-traumatic Cultures since the Great War.” 
Two other conference meetings led to the current collection. First, in 
November 2016 Julia Barbara Köhne (Humboldt University in Berlin) 
and Jason Crouthamel (Grand Valley State University, Michigan) or-
ganized a conference titled “Languages of Trauma: Body/Psyche, 
Historiography, Traumatology, Visual Media” at Humboldt University in 
Berlin. After this meeting we decided to incorporate more contributors 
and expand on the initial themes of the volume. This led to a second, 
follow-up event: four panels of papers on varied aspects of trauma and 
memory, organized by Peter Leese (University of Copenhagen), as a part 
of the December 2017 Memory Studies Association second conference, 
held in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Our thanks go to all of the contributors at these events: without the 
lively, collegial, and engaging discussions that have informed our think-
ing, this collection would not exist. Additionally, a number of colleagues 
have been strongly supportive, including Joanna Bourke, Graham 
Dawson, Susan Derwin, Iro Filippaki, Anne Freese, Maria Fritsche, 
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Dagmar Herzog, Ville Kivimäki, Ulrich Koch, 
Michelle Meinhart, Mark Micale, Raya Morag, Bill Niven, Mike Roper, 
Robin May Schott, Barbara Törnquist-Plewa, and Jay Winter. We thank 
Michael Huner for language expertise, Max Coolidge Crouthamel for his 
technical support, and Stephen Shapiro at University of Toronto Press 
for his open-mindedness, kindness, and patience. We would also like to 
thank Terry Teskey for her editing expertise.



xiv  Acknowledgments

Individually we are also grateful to our various departments for pro-
viding the intellectual support and financial aid that have made our dis-
cussions, and this collection, possible. This includes support from the 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) for the 2016 Berlin conference 
“Languages of Trauma,” as well as the Department of English, Germanic 
and Romance Studies, University of Copenhagen. We are grateful to the 
Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence and the College of Liberal 
Arts and Science, and in particular Dean Fred Antczak, at Grand Valley 
State University in Michigan, which made several of our conferences and 
workshops possible.

Finally, this volume is dedicated to the memory of our colleague 
Thomas Elsaesser, who passed away during the completion of the manu-
script. We would like to express our gratitude towards Silvia Vega-Llona 
(The New School), who generously gave us approval to proceed with 
the publication of Thomas’s article in this volume. His exceptional 
intellect, creativity, and collegiality will be sorely missed in our scholarly 
community.


