
Contents

Acknowledgments  vii

Introduction  3

1  Instrumental Violence: To Capture and Fix Violence  20
I	 Violence and Politics  24
II	 Violence and Modernity  30
III	 “Freeing” the Concept of Violence  38

A	 Delimiting Violence  38
B	 The Flux of Violence  46

IV	Violence and Death  56

2  Linguistic Violence: The Dispersal of Violence  67
I	 Navigating Violence in the Event and the Everyday  70
II	 The Limits of Language  84

3  Mimetic Violence: Violent Dialogue  94
I	 Speaking with Violence  96
II	 Mimesis  108
III	 The Possibility and Impossibility of Enemy-Siblings  115

A	 A Postcolonial Understanding of the Self-Other Relation  116
B	 Mimesis-Alterity  124

Interlude  129

4  Transcendental Violence: Violence the “Thing Itself”  132
I	 Violence and Transcendence  134
II	 The Groundless Ground of Violence  146
III	 To the “Thing Itself”  152
IV	The Formation of Postures  159

A	 Representation and (Un)knowability  159



vi  Contents

B	� Symbolic/Brutal Violence and the Operation  
of Dispositions  164

C	 Presence/Non-presence and the Propagation of Violence  169

5  A Dialogical Analysis of the Representation of Violence:  
The Case of Palestine/Israel  179
I	 Morris: Force, Fear, and the State  184
II	 Said: Violence and the Question of Justice  207

Conclusion  218

Notes  225

References  257

Index  271


