
This collection of articles owes its existence to many wonderful people, 
foremost among them the members of the Club Giuliano-Dalmato of 
Toronto who generously gave of their time and of themselves to tell me 
and my students their personal stories of exile and emigration, suffer-
ing and survival, and, of course, their profound appreciation to Canada 
for the safety and opportunities it offered them. In so doing, they put a 
human face on a tragic moment in history and taught us an important 
lesson in courage, fortitude, and determination.

This collection is also much indebted to Professor Salvatore Bancheri, 
Emilio Goggio Chair of the Department of Italian Studies at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, who immediately understood and shared my vision 
for a graduate course on the Julian-Dalmatian diaspora in Canada – 
the first university course anywhere in the world to study a diasporic 
Julian-Dalmatian community, its history, and its contributions to its 
host country. While, in this case, we focused on the literary and artis-
tic contributions a number of Julian-Dalmatians made to Canada’s arts 
and letters, much could also have been said about the community’s 
contributions in other fields such as the economy, sports, education, 
and more. This collection of articles is, in part, fruit of that course.

The collection would not, however, have been possible without the 
colleagues and friends in Canada, the United States, Italy, and Croatia 
who agreed to be part of this book project by contributing their own 
research and work to it. Their excellent articles have enriched it beyond 
my wildest dreams.

Nor would it have been possible without Alceo Lini (1921–2003), a 
refugee from Fiume, Italy. In 1990 Alceo invited me to attend a meeting 
of the Club Giuliano-Dalmato of Toronto and, in so doing, led me not 
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only to discover the existence of this diasporic community in Toronto, 
but also to become involved with it and then with the larger commu-
nity of Julian-Dalmatians in Canada and on five different continents. 
That first meeting marked the start of a journey that, over the decades, 
led me to meet many wonderful Julian-Dalmatians in Canada, the 
United States, Italy, South Africa, Australia and to undertake a variety 
of rewarding work of which this book is only the most recent example.

At the deepest roots of all this work, however, stand my late father, 
Erich Eisenbichler (1920–2014), and my mother, Giovanna “Ivetta” Mar-
tinolich, whose profound love for Lussinpiccolo (today, Mali Lošinj), 
the town of our birth, and the wonderful stories they daily told me 
about its people and our family ensured that I would grow up to be a 
vero lussignan, even as I became a proud Canadian.

To all, my most sincere thanks.

Konrad Eisenbichler, FRSC, OMRI


