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Pier Paolo Pasolini is one of the most important cultural figures in
postwar Italy; his influence continues to be felt in Europe and North
America. A new generation of scholars has grasped Pasolini's specula-
tive power and understood the integrity of his art, an art that usually
stood in sharp opposition to the opinion of his time. Pasolini: Contempo-
rary Perspectives is an anthology of new essays by several noted Pasolini
scholars from North America and Europe. It is a re-examination of his
life and work as poet, novelist, filmmaker, journalist, and cultural the-
orist.

Pasolini began his career as an award-winning poet and novelist in
the 1940s and 1950s with The Ashes of Gramsci, Ragazzi di vita, and A
Violent Life. After working as a scriptwriter for film directors like Fellini
and Bolognini, he began to direct his own productions. With films such
as Accattone, The Gospel According to St. Matthew, Teorema, Said, and the
Trilogy of Life, Pasolini's reputation spread beyond the national borders
of Italy and on to the international scene. His films, articles, and fiction
were an excoriating critique of an eroticized consumer culture; he was
an artist always in fiery opposition.

This anthology reflects new developments in semiotics, poststruc-
turalist theory, and historical research on Italian literature and film. Pa-
solini himself anticipated many of these ideas. Included are two impor-
tant but previously untranslated essays by him, 'Manifesto for a New
Theatre' and Tetis/ a late and prophetic essay on modern sexuality.

PATRICK RUMBLE teaches Italian literature and cinema in the Department
of French and Italian, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

BART TESTA teaches cinema studies and semiotics at the University of
Toronto. His catalogue Back and Forth: Early Cinema and the Avant-Garde
was published by the Art Gallery of Ontario.
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