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Preface

Yes, there is a Canadian literature. It does exist. Part of the
evidence to support these statements is presented in the form of
reprints of the poetry and prose of the authors included in this
series. Much of this literature has been long out of print. If the
country’s culture and traditions are to be sampled and measured,
both in terms of past and present-day conditions, then the major
works of both our well-known and our lesser-known writers
should be available for all to buy and read. The Literature of
Canada series aims to meet this need. It shares with its companion
series, The Social History of Canada, the purpose of making the
documents of the country’s heritage accessible to an increasingly
large national and international public, a public which is anxious
to acquaint itself with Canadian literature — the writing itself —
and also to become intimate with the times in which it grew.
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