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Preface

This book provides a selective review of tourism research in China. We 
intend to offer our readers insights into, and fine-grained analyses of, topics 
which we have been researching for years and in which we can thus claim a 
measure of expertise. The book contributes to the sum of tourism scholar-
ship – alongside other scholarly books on China tourism – in its unique posi-
tioning which aims to reveal the current state of tourism research in China 
in selected research areas. China has a distinctive research tradition and tour-
ism researchers in China are subject to the influences of such a tradition. 
Researchers in China tend to apply their own institutionalised lenses and 
paradigmatic approaches in studying tourism and tourism-related social and 
economic phenomena. Although the tourism research community in China 
is relatively large in terms of the number of researchers, only a small number 
of tourism researchers in China are able to publish their research output in 
English in international academic journals. Most of the tourism research 
output produced in China is published in Chinese academic journals and 
thus remains inaccessible to researchers in the international research com-
munity who cannot read Chinese. There therefore exists a form of informa-
tion asymmetry between tourism researchers in China and their international 
counterparts outside China. Whereas tourism researchers in China can 
mostly read and access tourism literature in English produced by the inter-
national tourism research community, the reverse is not the case. Many 
researchers outside China cannot easily access the tourism literature created 
in China in the Chinese language.

Such an issue was actually flagged in some email exchanges on the 
Tourism Research Information Network (TRINET), an international tour-
ism research community listserv group managed by the School of Travel 
Industry Management, University of Hawaii. A few TRINET members 
highlighted the need to ‘dig out’ those ‘hidden gems’ of tourism scholarship 
in languages other than English. Unfortunately, several years passed, and not 
much has been done to reveal the ‘hidden gems’.



This book may lay claim to being one of the few academic attempts to 
reveal these ‘hidden gems’ to the international tourism research community. 
Considering the preponderance of China tourism in the world and the 
increasing importance of China tourism research for tourism scholarship, 
perhaps it is needed even more urgently!

There are more hot topics in relation to China tourism that warrant 
being covered in the book but were not. These include the outbound tourism 
market from China, smart technology and tourism, the impact of social 
media on tourism, city and urban tourism, heritage and cultual tourism, red 
tourism, to name just a few. We look forward to seeing these topics covered 
in future books of this type.

We take this opportunity to thank the commissioning editor Ms Elinor 
Robertson and her team for their support, understanding and patience in this 
book’s manuscript writing and preparation process. It has always been a 
pleasure to see Elinor and her dedicated team at different tourism confer-
ences. Our appreciation goes to the Tourism Essentials series editors, Prof 
Chris Cooper (Oxford Brookes University, UK), Prof C. Michael Hall 
(University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand) and Prof Dallen J. 
Timothy (Arizona State University, USA), for providing such a book series 
platform to present worthy academic works. We thank the series editors and 
the reviewer for their encouraging, constructive and thoughtful comments 
on the proposal of this book.

We acknowledge the institutional support we received from the 
University of South Australia Business School and the School of Tourism 
Management, Sun Yat-sen University. Special thanks are given to those col-
leagues around us who show understanding, emotional support, and collegi-
ality toward our work in our hectic academic life. 

Finally, we would wish to express our gratitude to our spouses, Amy 
(Sam’s wife) and Meidan (Ganghua’s wife) for their tolerance, love and sup-
port in enabling our work. Life wouldn’t be as rewarding without their good 
company!
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