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Mexico. Tatyana has authored books and articles on bilingual education,
translanguaging and immigration. Her latest book is titled Living, Learn-
ing and Languaging Across Borders: Students Between the US and Mex-
ico. Tatyana’s work in film as a producer and director includes the Living
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Puentes. She has taught kindergarten through 5th grade, often in the
Spanish component of dual language bilingual programs. She has over
20 years of experience in the NYC Public Schools and has presented
nationally on multicultural and bilingual education. Her experience as
a Mexican immigrant and educator has been the focus of several aca-
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Teaching/Practicum in the Bilingual/Bicultural Education Program,
Teachers College, Columbia University.

Maria Cioé-Peiia is an Assistant Professor in Educational Linguistics at
Penn GSE, who as a neurodiverse, bilingual and biliterate researcher,
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alumni (2019 and 2023).

Elizabeth Menendez is a veteran kindergarten teacher who serves as the
grade leader and is on the instructional leadership team.
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and 5th grades in addition to being part of the social emotional study

group.
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a founding teacher.

Catherine Velasquez-Leacock was a kindergarten and 1st-grade teacher at
Dos Puentes.

Joyce Veras is a 1st grade teacher at Dos Puentes.
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Heather H. Woodley is Clinical Associate Professor of TESOL, Bilingual
and World Language Education at NYU Steinhardt and director of the

programs in Childhood Education and Teacher Residency in Inclusive
Childhood Education.



