
Language Standardization 
and Language Variation in 
Multilingual Contexts



MULTILINGUAL MATTERS
Series Editors: John Edwards, St. Francis Xavier University, Canada and 
Dalhousie University, Canada and Leigh Oakes, Queen Mary, University 
of  London, UK.

Multilingual Matters series publishes books on bilingualism, bilingual 
education, immersion education, second language learning, language pol-
icy, multiculturalism. The editor is particularly interested in ‘macro’ level 
studies of language policies, language maintenance, language shift, lan-
guage revival and language planning. Books in the series discuss the rela-
tionship between language in a broad sense and larger cultural issues, 
particularly identity related ones.

All books in this series are externally peer-reviewed.

Full details of all the books in this series and of all our other publications 
can be found on http://www.multilingual-matters.com, or by writing to 
Multilingual Matters, St Nicholas House, 31–34 High Street, Bristol BS1 
2AW, UK.



MULTILINGUAL MATTERS
Bristol • Jackson

MULTILINGUAL MATTERS: 171

Language 
Standardization 
and Language 
Variation in 
Multilingual 
Contexts

Asian Perspectives

Edited by 
Nicola McLelland and Hui Zhao



DOI https://doi.org/10.21832/MCLELL1555
Names: McLelland, Nicola, editor. | Zhao, Hui, editor.  
Title: Language Standardization and Language Variation in Multilingual 
   Contexts: Asian Perspectives/Edited by Nicola McLelland and Hui Zhao.     
Description: Bristol; Blue Ridge Summit: Multilingual Matters, [2022] | 
   Series: Multilingual Matters: 171 | Includes bibliographical references 
   and index. | Summary: “This book breaks new ground in the study of 
   language standards and standardization through its focus on Asia and in 
   the attention paid to multilingual contexts. The chapters add to our 
   understanding of the ways in which multilingualism is implicated in 
   language standardization, as well as the impact of language standards on 
   multilingualism”—Provided by publisher.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2021032490 (print) | LCCN 2021032491 (ebook) | ISBN 
   9781800411555 (hardback) | ISBN 9781800411562 (pdf) | ISBN 9781800411579 
   (epub)  Subjects: LCSH: Oriental languages—Standardization. | Oriental 
   languages—Variation. | Multilingualism—Asia. | Language policy—Asia. 
Classification: LCC PJ84 .L36 2022  (print) | LCC PJ84  (ebook) | DDC 
   306.44/6095—dc23/eng/20211012 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021032490
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021032491

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress. 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue entry for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN-13: 978-1-80041-155-5 (hbk)

Multilingual Matters
UK: St Nicholas House, 31–34 High Street, Bristol BS1 2AW, UK.
USA: Ingram, Jackson, TN, USA.

Website: www.multilingual-matters.com
Twitter: Multi_Ling_Mat
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/multilingualmatters
Blog: www.channelviewpublications.wordpress.com

Copyright © 2022 Nicola McLelland, Hui Zhao and the authors of individual 
chapters.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in any form or by any 
means without permission in writing from the publisher.

The policy of Multilingual Matters/Channel View Publications is to use papers that 
are natural, renewable and recyclable products, made from wood grown in sustainable 
forests. In the manufacturing process of our books, and to further support our policy, 
preference is given to printers that have FSC and PEFC Chain of Custody certification. 
The FSC and/or PEFC logos will appear on those books where full certification has 
been granted to the printer concerned.

Typeset by SAN Publishing Services.


