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We dedicate this book to the people who have borne the 

brunt of the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Pakistan— 

namely, civilians and uniformed forces living in the war 

zones, and US veterans and their families. We hope that the 

story we tell pushes governments one step closer to 

understanding the costs of war on health, and consequently, 

to creating more peaceful and humane public policies.

We also thank the growing team of the Costs of War Project, who 

include scholars, physicians, and activists from around the world 

who do brave and important work telling the story of how these 

wars devastate people and their communities.




