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y thoughts here begin and end with David.
In between, those thoughts turn to my family and friends,
North, East, South, and West. They are my bookends.

My thoughts linger on all of the disabled women and men, and
allies, who form my community, and rest on a number who have
been invaluable in shaping this book: Barbara Waxman-Fiduccia,
Corbett O’Toole, Marsha Saxton, Paul Longmore, Anthony Tus-
sler, Adrienne Asch, Harlan Hahn, Steve Brown, David Pfeiffer,
Kate Seelman, the late Irv Zola, and others, mentioned below. I
can’t imagine a more astute, and irreverent group of friends and



colleagues, a more enveloping community, a stronger more com-
mitted group of activists and scholars.

Significantly, Harilyn Rousso and Rosemarie Garland Thomson
were irreplaceable. They read gallons of words and thought through
every large and small problem with me. And made it fun and
delicious.

Conversations with the MLA dinner committee (Lennard Davis,
Brenda Brueggeman, Georgina Kleege, Ellen Steckert, David
Mitchell, Sharon Snyder, Nancy Mairs, Phyllis Franklin, Harilyn
Rousso, and Rosemarie Garland Thomson) and with the members
of the Society for Disability Studies bedroom committees con-
vinced me that disability studies was the most invigorating home
base from which to work.

Many people read or heard pieces of the manuscript and were
generous with their time and incisive in their thinking. Thank you
all: Lee Bell, Tanis Doe, Carol Gill, Rickie Solinger, Elizabeth
Kamarck Minnich, Phyllis Rubenfeld, Stanley Aronowitz, Michelle
Fine, Sonia Nieto, Paula Mayhew, Richard Weiner, Mike Hill,
Dorothy Helly, Michael Bérubé, and Bob Vorlicky.

It was with my colleagues Susan Mello and John O’Neill at the
Disability Studies Project at Hunter that I first began to formulate
the ideas for this book. They contributed ideas, words, roast beef
sandwiches, and loads of inspiration.

Thanks to my assistants, particularly Myrtilda Tomlinson, Mi-
chelle Malek, Zachery Miller, and Julie Smore, for all their help.

Great thanks to Eric Zinner, my editor at New York University
Press, and to Michael Bérubé, the editor of the Cultural Front
series that I am privileged to be a part of.

The National Institute of Disability and Rehabilitation Research
provided the Switzer Distinguished Fellowship that gave me the
time to conduct the research and to write. Thank you for that
support.

Great thanks to my sister, Florence Weiner, for forging a path
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as the first writer in the family, for her commitments, her moral
center, and for her wonderful, wacky take on the world.

And I acknowledge, with great gusto and love, David, the gravity
and helium in my life, the smartest man on eight wheels, the
delight of all time.
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