ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Linda C. McClain and Daniel Cere

This book had its genesis in a conversation between the editors, Linda Mc-
Clain and Daniel Cere, about why and how we differed in our understand-
ings of and convictions about family and marriage and how these differ-
ences seemed to turn on contrasting underlying models of parenthood.
As we examined these issues further, and decided to pursue them in the
present volume, we learned much from valuable conversations with our
contributors, whose different disciplinary perspectives helped to shape
the volume. We thank them for their dedication to this project. Reading
and editing their chapters has deepened our own understandings of the
many facets of parenthood.

We thank Deborah Gershenowitz, senior editor at NYU Press, and Nancy
Dowd, editor of the Families, Law, and Society series, for giving this book
such a wonderful home. We have appreciated Nancy’s sustained enthusi-
asm as well as her constructive comments on all the chapters. We thank
Deborah for her editorial comments. We also thank the anonymous review-
ers for their instructive comments on the manuscript. Finally, we thank
Alexia Traganas at NYU Press, for her careful work on the production of this
book.

Producing this book required the sustained assistance of a number of
people at Boston University School of Law. For vital help with research
and cite checking, we thank Stefanie Weigmann, assistant director for Re-
search, Faculty Services, and Educational Technology, and librarian Jenni-
fer Ekblaw, at the Pappas Law Library, and law students Christine Dieter,
Avalon Johnson, and Hallie Van Duren. A special thank-you to Sue Morri-
son, senior administrative assistant, for working tirelessly on the revisions
and formatting of every chapter. Thanks also to Leanne Chaves and Wil-
liam Kaleva for help with chapter revisions. The Paul M. Siskind Research
Scholar fund and a BU Law summer research grant supported this project.

We are grateful to the Institute for American Values, especially David
Blankenhorn, for facilitating the public conversation out of which this

vii



=

SjUSLIFpaMOUNDY ‘

book grew—a panel on Lindas book 7he Place of Families: Fostering Capac-
ity, Equality, and Responsibility (Harvard University Press, 2006). The Insti-
tute supported the project by helping to fund a planning conference, held
at Princeton University, and a working conference, held at the University
of Virginia, at which some of the book’s contributors shared early drafts of
their chapters. Robby George, at Princeton, and Brad Wilcox, at Virginia,
graciously hosted those events. At the Virginia working conference, Jim
Dwryer, Vivian Hamilton, and Robin Wilson provided instructive commen-
tary on some of those early drafts. Charlotte Patterson also offered valuable
criticism. We thank Elizabeth Marquardt, at the Institute, for useful con-
versations about this project and for shepherding the late Don Browning’s
chapter through the final revision stage.

In addition, Linda wishes to thank Jim Fleming for moral and practical
support as this book took shape, including thoughtful editing of her work.
Dan wishes to thank those researchers and supporters who contributed
to an early exploratory discussion of questions about parenthood in “The
Future of Parenthood Workshop” held in Montreal in December 2005.



