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This book has two beginnings. I first wrote about Vietnamese refugee resettlement
in Israel-Palestine as a Rhetoric PhD student in Daniel Boyarin’s “Rhetoric and
History: Comparative Diasporas” class at University of California, Berkeley, dur-
ing fall 2013. This paper became the kernel of my dissertation. The deadly airstrikes
on Gaza during summer 2014 further clarified the stakes of this research. Writing
became a way to situate my support for the contemporary Palestinian liberation
struggle as a second-generation Vietnamese-Filipina.

The second beginning of this book is rooted in family history. In April 1975,
my mother and grandmother left Vietnam as refugees and were processed on
the Chamorro island of Guam during Operation New Life. After moving around
Southern California, they eventually resettled in Oceanside, California, near
Camp Pendleton on Luisefio, Juanefo, and Kumeyaay lands, where I grew up. I
am forever indebted to my Ba Ngoai, H6 Ngoc Hoa, who helped raise me and
who loves me unconditionally, and my mother, Yén Lé Espiritu, who initiated the
field of critical refugee studies and who inspires me every day, both personally and
professionally. Their courage and refugee resilience have profoundly shaped who
I am today.

This project developed in conversation with scholars across three institutions.
At UC Berkeley, on Ohlone lands, I am grateful for the friendship and intellectual
camaraderie of Lilith Acadia, Andrew Cheng, Natalia Duong, Will Gow, Kuan
Hwa, Ryan Ikeda, Anooj Kansara, Chris Waldo, and Camila Yadeau, among oth-
ers. Trinh T. Minh-ha taught me that writing can be beautiful and theory should
arise from context. Colleen Lye helped me develop a strong foundation in Asian
American literature, and her tough love approach prepared me for the challenges
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of this profession. Daniel Boyarin’s class on diaspora theory informs my critique of
the nation-state. Keith Feldman’s work on Palestine as well as his insightful feed-
back on the dissertation deeply shapes this book. Ryan Rhadigan first introduced
me to Indigenous and settler colonial studies. Rachel Lim remains one of my
sharpest interlocutors and dearest friends. At College of the Holy Cross, on Nim-
puc tribal lands, I thank Ann Marie Leshkowich and Tat-Siong Benny Liew for
their postdoctoral mentorship. Pau Canigueral Batllosera, Ernest Hartwell, and
Rebecca Castleman provided invaluable friendship during our carpool commutes
to and from Cambridge, Massachusetts. Now at University of California, Los
Angeles, on the traditional homelands of the Gabrielino/Tongva people, I thank
my amazing department: Victor Bascara, Lucy Mae San Pablo Burns, Jennifer
Chun, Grace Kyugwon Hong, Jingi Ling, Purnima Mankekar, Valerie Masumoto,
Natalie Masuoka, Kyeyong Park, Renee Tajima-Pena, Karen Umemoto, David Yoo,
Min Zhou, Kelly Fong, Lily Anne Welty Tamai, Wendy Fujinami, Kylin Sakamoto,
and Greg Pancho. Both Nguyén-v6 Thu-huong and Keith L. Camacho provided
crucial feedback on the manuscript and supported my research even before I came
to UCLA. I couldn’t have asked for a more incredible and supportive cohort of fel-
low junior colleagues: Loubna Qutami, Lee Ann Wang, Cindy Sangalan, and Jolie
Chea. Lastly, I thank all the students I have taught across multiple institutions,
who have pushed my thinking in important ways.

This research has also benefited from conversations and friendships across many
different fields. In Vietnamese refugee studies, I thank Vinh Nguyen, Trung PQ
Nguyen, Timothy K. August, Lan Duong, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Catherine H. Nguyen,
Long Bui, Cindy Nguyen, Quyén Nguyen-Le, Ly Thuy Nguyen, Thy Phu, and Thuy
Vo Dang, among others. I am inspired by scholars of Asian settler colonial studies
and Asian-Indigenous relations, including Candace Fujikane, Dean Saranillio,
Iyko Day, Yu-ting Huang, Juliana Hu Pegues, Quynh Nhu Le, Demiliza Saramos-
ing, and Tiffany Wang-Su Tran. Presenting my research on a panel with Palestinian
and Palestine studies feminists Lila Sharif, Sarah Thmoud, Maryam Griffin, and
Jennifer Lynn Kelly at the 2017 National Women’s Studies Association conference
was pivotal. Lila Sharif also offered invaluable feedback on chapter 6. In Chamorro
and Guahan studies, I have learned deeply from Craig Santos Perez, Kristin Obi-
erno, Tiara Naputi, Josephine Faith Ong, Antoinette Charfauros McDaniel, Alfred
Flores, and Michael Lujan Bevacqua. In Asian American and American studies
more broadly, I thank Cathy Schlund-Vials, Chad Shomura, Quinn Lester, Douglas
Ishii, Heidi Amin-Hong, and Terry Park. Huan He, Christina Juhasz-Wood, and
Rachel Lim have been an incredibly supportive writing group, particularly dur-
ing the final stages of this manuscript. I also thank the University of California,
Irvine, Global Studies Conference, especially Sharad Chari, Briana Nichols, and
Eman Ghanayem, for the opportunity to workshop chapter 1; and the University
of Southern California Migration and Refugee Studies working group, particularly
Lillian Ngan, who invited me, for their helpful feedback on chapter 2.
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I appreciate all the interlocutors, transcribers, translators, and archivists
across multiple archipelagic geographies who made this book possible. Thank
you to everyone who trusted me with their stories and oral histories in Vietnam,
Guam, and Israel-Palestine, including those who chose to remain unnamed.
I especially thank Vaan Nguyen for answering all my questions and her father,
Hoai My Nguyén, for connecting me to other Vietnamese Israelis. Vivian Dames
hosted me in Talofofo, Guam, and connected me to key folks across the island,
and Sophia Ritchie hosted me in Ramallah, Palestine, and helped me navigate
the West Bank. Ishwanzya D. Rivers of PhD Transcribing, Ken Saw, and Jenny
Lu helped with English-language transcriptions, and Diem Ramakrishnan, Jus-
tin Vu, and Angela Dang assisted with Vietnamese-language transcriptions.
Adriana X. Jacobs graciously shared early translations of Vaan Nguyen’s Hebrew-
language poetry even prior to the 2021 publication of The Truffle Eye in English.
Kobi Fischer scanned and translated documents from the Israel State Archives.
Tom Pessah answered my Hebrew inquiries. Shireen Hamza helped transcribe the
Arabic quotes from Mourid Barghouti’s I Saw Ramallah, discussed in chapter 6.
Archivists at the Institute of Palestine Studies in Ramallah, the Richard F. Taitano
Micronesian Area Research Center at the University of Guam, and the Nieves M.
Flores Memorial Library in Hagatfa provided crucial research support.

I am honored to publish my book with the University of California Press, which
released a powerful statement in solidarity with Palestine in May 2021. I thank
Niels Hooper for nurturing this project into publication and George Sanchez
for including the book in the American Crossroads series. Naja Pulliam Collins,
Robin Manley, and Cindy Fulton all helped with the publication process. P] Heim
created the index. Jana K. Lipman and the anonymous reviewer’s incisive feedback
strengthened the manuscript in countless ways. Ajean Lee Ryans cover art per-
fectly encapsulates the archipelagic.

This research was supported by the Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship, a
Berkeley Institute for Jewish Law and Israel Studies Research Grant, a UC Berkeley
Center for Race and Gender Travel Grant, a UCLA Asian American Studies Cen-
ter Grant, and a UCLA Institute of American Cultures Research Grant. This book
is freely available in an open access edition thanks to TOME (Toward an Open
Monograph Ecosystem)—a collaboration of the Association of American Uni-
versities, the Association of University Presses, and the Association of Research
Libraries—and the generous support of Arcadia, a charitable fund of Lisbet
Rausing and Peter Baldwin, and the UCLA Library. Learn more at the TOME
website, openmonographs.org. An earlier version of chapter 1 was published as
Evyn Lé Espiritu, “Cold War Entanglements, Third World Solidarities: Vietnam
and Palestine, 1967-75," Canadian Review of American Studies 48, no. 3 (2018):
352-86, reprinted by permission of University of Toronto Press. An earlier version
of chapter 6 was published as Evyn Lé Espiritu, “Vexed Solidarities: Vietnamese
Israelis and the Question of Palestine;,” LIT: Literature Interpretation Theory 29,
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no. 1 (2018): 8-28, reprinted by permission of Taylor & Francis Ltd (http://www
.tandfonline.com). I also thank Tony Azios for the opportunity to share research
from chapter 3 as a Memoirs Pasifika podcast episode.

I am incredibly grateful to all my family, especially my Ba Ngoai, my parents,
and my siblings, Maya and Gabriel, whose commitment to education in all its
forms inspires me. My best friend and husband, Ashvin Gandhi, believed in me
even before I started this project and has been a much-needed anchor through the
ups and downs of the research and writing process. Thank you as well to the entire
Gandhi family, who have warmly embraced me as their own.

This book is for all the activists, academics, cultural producers, and movement
makers fighting for decolonization, liberation, and refuge for all peoples. As I write
this in spring 2021, the numbers of refugees seeking asylum is at an all-time high.
Guam is yet again being considered as a processing center for refugees displaced
by US military intervention, this time from Afghanistan, and people around the
world are raising their voices in solidarity with Palestine. It is my hope that this
book can offer guidance for thinking through refugee-Indigenous solidarities dur-
ing this time of ongoing struggle.
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