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Much of the most exciting contemporary work in American Studies 
refuses the distinction between politics and culture, focusing on 
historical cultures of power and protest on the one hand, or the 
political meanings and consequences of cultural practices, on the 
other. American Studies Now offers concise, accessible, authoritative, 
books on significant political debates, personalities, and popular 
cultural phenomena quickly, while such teachable moments are at the 
forefront of public consciousness.

 1. We Demand: The University and Student Protests, 
by Roderick A. Ferguson

 2. The Fifty-Year Rebellion: How the U.S. Political Crisis Began in Detroit, 
by Scott Kurashige

 3. Trans*: A Quick and Quirky Account of Gender Variability, 
by Jack Halberstam

 4. Boycott! The Academy and Justice for Palestine, by Sunaina Maira

 5. Imagining the Future of Climate Change: World-Making through Science 
Fiction and Activism, by Shelley Streeby

 6. Making All Black Lives Matter: Reimagining Freedom in the Twenty-First 
Century, by Barbara Ransby

 7. Beyond the Pink Tide: Art and Political Undercurrents in the Americas, 
by Macarena Gómez-Barris

 8. Mean Girl: Ayn Rand and the Culture of Greed, by Lisa Duggan

 9. Being Brown: Sonia Sotomayor and the Latino Question, 
by Lázaro Lima

 10. A Dirty South Manifesto: Sexual Resistance and Imagination in the 
New South, by L. H. Stallings

 11. Environmental Justice in a Moment of Danger, by Julie Sze



Environmental Justice in a 
Moment of Danger

Julie Sze

university of california press



University of California Press
Oakland, California

© 2020 by Julie Sze

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Sze, Julie, author.  
Title: Environmental justice in a moment of danger /  
 Julie Sze.  
Description: Oakland, California : University of  
  California Press, [2020] | Includes bibliographical 

references. 
Identifiers: lccn 2019021691 (print) | lccn 2019981055 
  (ebook) | isbn 9780520300736 (cloth) | 

isbn 9780520300743 (paperback) | 
isbn 9780520971981 (ebook)  

Subjects: lcsh: Environmental justice. | Environmental 
  justice—United States. 
Classification: lcc ge220 .s94 2020  (print) | 
 lcc ge220  (ebook) | ddc 363.7—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019021691
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc 
 .gov/2019981055

Manufactured in the United States of America

28 27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The publisher and the University of California Press Foundation 

gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the Ralph and 

Shirley Shapiro Endowment Fund in Environmental Studies.

https://lccn.loc.gov/2019021691
https://lccn.loc.gov/2019981055
https://lccn.loc.gov/2019981055


To friends, compatriots, and colleagues who 

struggle for justice. To all families coming together 

and to a better world. But mostly to Sasha, Sofia, 

and Leo.




