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As I look back on the many debts I’ve accumulated while working on this 
book about debt, I’m filled with more gratitude than I can relay in a few 
pages. Thankfully, my debts did not produce the loops of disadvantage 
of the kind the fathers I write about here got stuck in. Just the opposite: 
they’ve created loops of advantage that have nurtured and sustained me 
over many years.

Unlike the institutions I discuss in this book, those I’ve had access to 
were extraordinarily supportive during this long-running (and expensive) 
research. The project’s bookends were supported by two outstanding 
research foundations: the idea for the project began to percolate while I 
was a Straus Fellow at the NYU Institute for the Advanced Study of Law, 
and the writing took shape years later during my stay at the Russell Sage 
Foundation. In between these foundation stays, the research was sup-
ported by generous funding from the National Science Foundation and 
the National Institute of Justice (grant no. SES-1424309). Of course, insti-
tutions are only as good as the people in them—and these were filled with 
some of the best minds in academia. At Straus, I thank Maximo Sozzo, 
John Pratt, David Green, Sonja Snacken, and David Garland for helping 
me formulate the idea for the research—and then, in Budapest and Bolo-
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gna, for offering valuable feedback on it. At RSF, my fellow fellows Rich-
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read parts of the book and pushed me on many of its arguments. I also 
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ing me sane and grounded over the years. Other colleagues from NYU 
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I’ve benefited from the support of so many, especially Kirk James, Jane 
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Beyond NYU, I have received valuable feedback from many colleagues 
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and Kimberly Hoang—for their support and feedback on several chapters. 
Over the years, I’ve given many talks on this research and received insight-
ful comments on it. There is no way I could possibly thank everyone who 
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Ewig, Robert Vargas, Eva Fodor, and Kimberly Spencer-Suarez. As always, 
I am indebted to everyone at UC Press and especially to Naomi Schneider 
for her unwavering support and brilliant input—and for continuing to 
publish books that make sociology such a rich and interesting field. 

This research was very much a collective endeavor. Even if I was the 
one to do the observations and interviews, it took several villages to make 
it all happen. For help accessing courts, locating fathers, and teaching 
me so much about this policy terrain, thanks to Pam Posehn, Margie 
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Lamar, Ali, Tyrice, Ronnie, Reggie, Manny, and Sonny. Although I can’t 
use your real names, you surely recognize yourselves in this book—and I 
am beyond grateful for your time, insight, and generosity. 

This book about fathers owes a tremendous amount to the extraordi-
nary father figures I’ve had in my life. My dad, Craig Haney, began his 
parenting journey not unlike many of the men in this book—as a young, 
unexpected father—so I am enormously grateful that our father/daughter 
bond has remained so strong and loving. This book bears his imprint in 
so many ways, especially in his commitment to social justice and insight 
into the criminal justice system. My grandpa Haney was the first man to 
teach me the joy of small, simple acts of love—as well as how to endure 
the heartbreak of being a Phillies fan. My stepfather, Rudy Peritz, was 
a calming, comforting, and consistent figure in my life, and I miss him 
tremendously. And I remain grateful to Michael Burawoy, whom I will 
always consider my sociological father. 

As this book makes clear, good fathering emerges from a larger social 
and familial context. So it is in my life: surrounding my great fathers are 
incredible mothers and family members. My gratitude to my mother, 
Janice Peritz, for her many sacrifices and for becoming my confidant and 
co-parent is deep. My siblings have grown into rock stars in their own 
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fields, and after decades of being the big sister, I am thrilled to learn from 
them: from Jessica’s stunning academic accomplishments, to Erin’s awe-
inspiring work on criminal justice reform, to Matt’s phenomenal political 
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partner, Andras Tapolcai, died unexpectedly. In the more than twenty 
years that we were together, Andras passed on many amazing things to 
me, and I am especially thankful for his example of caring, consistent 
fathering. It is an example I often came back to as I wrote this book about 
fathers—and as I’ve parented for both of us over the years. Which leads to 
Tristan, our incredible son, who grew up along with this book. During the 
research, I dragged him across the country and stuck him in all sorts of 
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