ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

“Acknowledgments” is such a detached and formal word. “My desperately
sincere thanks” would be a more apt way to express my gratitude to the many
people who have supported this project at its various stages.

Writing this book would not have been possible without the help of those
who use and create what I collectively call Christian sexuality websites. I owe
thanks to the many research participants who took time to complete my
survey and participate in interviews and to the business owners, bloggers, and
other website administrators who talked to me and helped me recruit partici-
pants for the study. If you find yourself reading this book, I hope that you
find my depictions fair, even if you may disagree with my conclusions.

When this project was a dissertation, I was able to pursue research full-
time and pay for expenses that accompanied online and offline research
thanks to fellowships and grants. These included a University of Pittsburgh
Andrew W. Mellon Predoctoral Research Fellowship, a University of
Pittsburgh Social Sciences Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, an Association
for the Sociology of Religion Fichter Research Grant, and a University of
Pittsburgh Women’s Studies Graduate Student Research Grant. The Kinsey
Institute at Indiana University allowed me to use their archives for prelimi-
nary research. I was fortunate to attend Harvard Divinity School’s 2011
Debates on Religion and Sexuality, where I met Mark Jordan and fellow
participants, who provided smart, challenging dialogue that got my writing
off the ground.

At the University of Pittsburgh, Kathy Blee supported this quirky project
from the beginning. Her guidance, questions, careful editing, and countless
conversations (all of which continued long after I graduated) have made me
a better writer and scholar. Thanks also to Mohammed Bamyeh, Nicole

xi



Constable, and Rachel Kutz-Flamenbaum for offering helpful and encourag-
ing feedback at several crucial stages in my progress. I am indebted to my
writing workshop and grad student comrades at Pitt—especially to Kim
Creasap and Amy McDowell—for their thoughtful feedback and much-
needed support.

My colleagues at St. Norbert encouraged and eased the transition from
dissertation to book. Faculty development summer grants supported my
writing, and my fellow faculty friends gave encouragement and insight—
Tom Bolin, Ben Chan, Karlyn Crowley, Reg Kim, Ty Meidl, Katie Ries, and
Drew Scheler. I owe thanks to two SNC students: Greg Grohman, who
helped with editing, and Cameron Stefanowski, who volunteered his time to
create one of the photographs used in the book. I am especially grateful for
my discipline colleagues, Cheryl Carpenter-Siegel, Alexa Trumpy, and Jamie
Lynch. Special thanks to Alexa for her always-smart suggestions and for read-
ing so many drafts of paragraphs and chapters and to Jamie for his eye for
visualizing data—my graphs wouldn’t have been the same without his help.

Thanks to Bernadette Barton, Ashley Currier, Susie Meister Butler,
Dawne Moon, and Lisa Ruchti—friends and mentors who generously offered
their time and ideas. Jill Peterfeso diligently maintained our writing exchange
no matter the season. Orit Avishai and Lynne Gerber always said yes when I
asked them to read yet another draft and kept pushing me to think bigger
and write more clearly. At the University of California Press, I have benefited
from an amazing team: Ally Power, Will Vincent, Dore Brown, and Naomi
Schneider. I feel immensely grateful for Naomi, my editor, who took an early
interest in the book and supported it through production. Thanks also to the
anonymous reviewers of the manuscript, to Genevieve Thurston for cop-
yediting, to Lisa DeBoer for indexing, and to Gretchen Panzer for her careful
reading,

Finally, I am incredibly thankful for my amazing and supportive family:
to John and Kitty for helping me finish the dissertation by offering babysit-
ting and a quiet writing space stocked with chocolates; to my parents, Alan
and Jody, for three decades of unwavering encouragement; to Sylvie, who
made writing a bit more difficult to accomplish but also made life more thor-
oughly filled with joy; and to Maggie for putting up with my research for this
project for the majority of our relationship, encouraging time and space for
me to write, listening to me read chapters aloud during our baby’s naps, cook-
ing dinners and brewing a lot of coffee, and for the million other ways she

helped bring the book into being.

xii * ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



