
xi

This book was made possible by four institutions. It never would 
have come into being were it not for the incredible generosity of 
an American Council for Learned Societies Frederick Bur-
khardt Residential Fellowship, which funded a year of research 
leave. That year was spent at the National Humanities Center, 
whose hospitality and truly amazing staff  have given it the well 
deserved reputation of being “academic heaven.” The fi rst pages 
of the project, however, began under the auspices of New York 
University’s Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, which 
also generously supported my work. And through it all, Mount 
Holyoke College not only allowed me to take advantage of these 
opportunities but also provided additional support, especially 
in the form of travel and research assistant grants, that allowed 
this all to come together.

I also have been sustained by an incredible network of friends, 
colleagues, and mentors. Gabriel Aydin, Uriel Simonsohn, and 
Lucas Van Rompay kindly looked through various parts of my 
translations. Rhonda Burnette-Bletsch, Suleiman Mourad, and 

 acknowledgments



xii / Acknowledgments

Michael Pregill provided valuable revisions for the introduc-
tion. The entire book was made better through the suggestions 
of two anonymous readers for University of California Press. 
The writing itself was vastly improved through the editorial 
assistance of Juliana Froggatt; Laura Poole, the founder of 
Archer Editorial Services; and Cindy Fulton at UC Press. I am 
still overwhelmed by the enthusiasm my editor Eric Schmidt 
has had for this project and for his expertise and kindness 
throughout the publication process. But most important has 
been the emotional support I have constantly received from my 
family, from a wonderful group of best friends, and from my 
Doktormutter, Liz Clark.


