
Mil gracias to all who have supported me through the years I spent writ-
ing this book. I own enormous debt to the colleagues and friends who left
their imprint on my work. My sisters, Angela Fregoso and Maria Teresa
Araiza, resurrected family memories and oVered editorial suggestions, del

mero corazón. B. Ruby Rich, Isabel Velásquez, and Ian Haney López pro-
vided exceptional commentary on earlier drafts. I am especially grateful
to Dana Takagi and George Lipsitz, series editors of “American Cross-
roads,” and Lisa Lowe for their intellectual generosity and superb edito-
rial suggestions. Monica McCormick, Jacqueline Volin, and the readers
at the University of California Press contributed invaluable assistance.
Special thanks to Sue Carter for being such a thoughtful and engaging
copyeditor. I was fortunate to count on the skilled research assistance of
Erin Maya Higgins, Graciela Berkovitch, Kim Owyoung, Jesikah Marie
Ross, and Deb Vargas.

Portions of this manuscript were written during my tenure at the
University of California-Davis. Numerous colleagues as well as students
in Women and Gender Studies deepened my understanding of feminism
and critical race studies. I would like to acknowledge the support and
friendship of my UC-Davis colleagues, especially Sarah Projansky, Judith
Newton, Gayatri Gopinath, Susan Kaiser, Shaunna Ludwig, Kent Ono,
Beatríz Pesquera, Lorena Oropeza, Lynn Hershman, Wendy Ho, Dianne
MacCleod, Michael Peter Smith, Luis Guarnizo, JoAnne Cannon, Sergio
de la Mora, and my theoretical hermana del alma/co-conspirator, Angie
Chabram-Dernersesian.

Acknowledgments

xvii



I feel fortunate to have gained new fellowship and solidarities with my
move to the University of California-Santa Cruz. Ongoing dialogues and
exchanges with my students have advanced my intellectual and political
understanding of cultural politics. I am grateful to be in the company of
such inspirational colleagues in Latin American/Latino Studies. I am espe-
cially grateful to Jonathan Fox for news clippings of current events in
Mexico.

My deepest gratitude for their dedicated scholarship and teaching to
Rosaura Sánchez, Susan Kirkpatrick, Iris and Carlos Blanco, and Herb
Schiller, who unfortunately passed away while I was writing this book.

Throughout the years of working on this project many colleagues have
advanced and enabled my thinking. I especially thank those of you whose
writing inspired me along the way. I am also grateful to the colleagues
who invited me to present my work at conferences and college campuses.
I hope that I have honored the feedback I received in these various
forums.

Special thanks to the Wlmmakers, musicians, and artists who continue
to feed my soul. I would like to acknowledge the guidance of my guitar
maestro, Richard Spross; Clairemarut Evasco and Robert Zeiger have
also supported me along the way. I have been fortunate to work with a
vibrant community of Wlm and video makers through the Film Arts
Foundation under the leadership of Gail Silva.

Over the years my creativity has been sustained by passionate conver-
sations over good wine and food in the company of Lourdes Portillo,
Ellen Gavin, Beth Hass, Chip Lord, Lata Mani, Ruth Frankenberg, Pam
Ivy, Aida Hurtado, Craig Haney, David Wellman, Ruby Rich, Mary
Peelen, Alvina Quintana, Ed Guerrero, Angela Davis, Gina Dent, Sara
Garcia, Victor Fuentes, Reneé Tajima-Peña, Armando Peña, Brenda
Cabral, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Ian Haney López, and Deb Cortez-Dickerson.

I received Wnancial support from various sources. At the University of
California-Davis, I thank the Faculty Career Development OYce; the
OYce of the Dean of Humanities, Arts, and Cultural Studies; and the
Chicana Latina Research Center. At the University of California-Santa
Cruz, I thank the Division of Social Sciences. The Rockefeller Foundation
provided a Bellagio Residency Fellowship. I also appreciate the kind gen-
erosity of Gianna Celli, Yolanda Garcia, Gina Dent, and Angela Davis.

I can never repay my compañero Herman Gray for his companionship,
unwavering support, intellectual acumen, and devoted teaching. He
deserves a medal for enduring my intractable writing and study habits. I
am forever indebted to my two children, Xochitl Magaly and Sergio

xviii A C K N O W L E D G M E N TS



Emilio, and my grandson, Jasim, for replenishing my heart throughout
the years. I appreciate the support of my mother, Lucia Orea Chapa, my
father, Francisco Fregoso Gómez, and my sisters and brothers. Finally, I
would like to express my deep appreciation to social activists everywhere
for reminding us that peace and global justice matter.

A C K N O W L E D G M E N TS xix



This page intentionally left blank


