
The Trouble with Nature

Lancaster, The Trouble with  12/19/02  4:21 PM  Page i



Lancaster, The Trouble with  12/19/02  4:21 PM  Page ii



The Trouble with Nature
Sex in Science and Popular Culture

roger n. lancaster

University of California Press
berkeley los angeles london

Lancaster, The Trouble with  12/19/02  4:21 PM  Page iii



University of California Press
Berkeley and Los Angeles, California

University of California Press, Ltd.
London, England

© 2003 by the Regents of the University of California

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Lancaster, Roger N.
The trouble with nature : sex in science and popular culture / 

Roger N. Lancaster.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-520-20287-2 (alk. paper).—ISBN 0-520-23620-3 

(pbk. : alk. paper)
1. Sex in popular culture. 2. Science news. 3. Pseudoscience.

4. Sexual orientation—Physiological aspects. I. Title.

HQ23 .L29 2003
306.7—dc21 2002002311

Manufactured in Canada
12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The paper used in this publication is both acid-free and totally chlorine-
free (TCF). It meets the minimum requirements of ANSI/NISO
Z39.48–1992 (R 1997) (Permanence of Paper).

Lancaster, The Trouble with  12/19/02  4:21 PM  Page iv



My suspicion is that the universe is not only queerer than we
suppose, but queerer than we can suppose.

j. b. s. haldane

Naturalism has served as deceptively in the modern world as
supernaturalism ever did in the past.

kenneth burke

We have to understand that with our desires, through our desires,
go new forms of relationship, new forms of love, new forms of
creation.

michel foucault
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