PREFACE

We began work on the Weimar jurisprudence of crisis almost ten years ago,
soon after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Our hope was that the Weimar debates
would provide a unique vantage from which to survey states throughout the
world struggling to embrace political democracy and a liberal legal cul-
ture. Weimar offers a dark but useful paradigm for states in which constitu-
tionalism and the rule of law must confront lasting and entrenched anti-
democratic and anti-liberal forces. Nations in which the state precedes the
constitution face significantly different and perhaps more difficult paths to-
ward constitutional government than nations, such as the United States, in
which the constitution precedes the state.

We have been lucky in our collaborators, especially our lead translator,
Belinda Cooper, who helped wrestle some extremely difficult texts into En-
glish. Our contributing editors gave generously of their knowledge and
patience. Our colleagues, Michel Rosenfeld, Paul Shupack, and Charles
Yablon, provided critical assistance at crucial moments in our work on the
introduction. Susanne Leiterer’s assistance on the technical apparatus was
painstaking and invaluable.

We owe special thanks to the former dean of the Benjamin N. Cardozo
School of Law, Frank Macchiarola, for his support and for helping to pro-
vide precious time together in New York to work on the project. The Char-
ney Program in International Law and the International Law Program, both
of the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, helped finance the translations.

Dorothea Muenchberg of the Humboldt University Faculty of Law Sec-
retariat shouldered the immense burden of coordination with precision
and kindness.

Edward Dimendberg, formerly of the University of California Press, was
our persistent and encouraging editor. His enthusiasm for Weimar helped
sustain many years of collaboration.
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