Acknowledgments

This book is the outgrowth of the editors’ shared conviction that the
interaction of science and Christianity has been of profound impor-
tance in the shaping of Western civilization—a conviction nurtured
by our respective historical apprenticeships with Edward Grant and
Richard S. Westfall (Lindberg) and A. Hunter Dupree and Roger Hahn
(Numbers). It is also a reflection of our belief that historians have an
obligation to share the fruits of their labors with the reading public.
In recent years historians of science and religion have substantially
revised many of their opinions but have generally addressed them-
selves only to fellow professionals. It seemed time to correct this
situation. As a first step in that direction we organized an international
conference on the historical relations of Christianity and science, held
at the University of Wisconsin—Madison on 23-25 April 1981, to
which we invited several dozen church historians and historians of
science. This book has grown out of that conference.

In organizing the conference and editing this book we have ac-
cumulated many debts, which we gratefully acknowledge. The entire
project owes its existence to the generosity of the Carner Foundation
of Dallas, Texas, and the support provided by the Anonymous Fund,
the Humanistic Foundation, and the Knapp Bequest of the University
of Wisconsin—Madison. Vern and Barbara Carner adopted our proj-
ect in its infancy, offering financial and moral sustenance—to say
nothing of the coveted “Christianity and Science” coffee mugs given
to each conference participant! The Carners are in many respects the
true parents of this project.

Early in our efforts we formed an advisory committee to assist us
in organizing the conference. For their dedication and wisdom we
express gratitude to William Coleman, Edward E. Daub, and Robert
M. Kingdon of the University of Wisconsin; John Dillenberger of
Hartford Seminary Foundation; Martin E. Marty of the University of
Chicago; and Richard 5. Westfall of Indiana University.



X Acknowledgments

The conference in Madison was given over entirely to discussion—
to defining issues, testing theses, and sharpening arguments. Many
papers subsequently underwent substantial rewriting, and none es-
caped revision. For contributing to these intellectual exchanges we
thank, in addition to the contributors to this volume, the following
conference participants:

Muriel L. Blaisdell, Miami University

James G. Blight, Harvard University

Paul S. Boyer, University of Wisconsin

T. Dwight Bozeman, University of lowa

John C. Burnham, Ohio State University
William Coleman, University of Wisconsin
William J. Courtenay, University of Wisconsin
Robert E. Frykenberg, University of Wisconsin
Lawrence T. Geraty, Andrews University

Neal C. Gillespie, Georgia State University
Robert M. Grant, University of Chicago

John C. Greene, University of Connecticut
Thomas L. Hankins, University of Washington
Robert M. Kingdon, University of Wisconsin
Michael MacDonald, University of Wisconsin
W. Newton Maloney, Fuller Theological Seminary
Ernan McMullin, University of Notre Dame
Margaret J. Osler, University of Calgary

Leroy E. Page, Kansas State University

Harry W. Paul, University of Florida

Karl E. Peters, Rollins College

Ernest R. Sandeen, Macalester College

Robert Scharlemann, University of Iowa

A. Truman Schwartz, Macalester College
Robert Siegfried, University of Wisconsin
Phillip R. Sloan, University of Notre Dame
Sabetai Unguru, University of Tel Aviv
William A. Wallace, Catholic University of America

Owen Chadwick of the University of Cambridge, though unable to
be present in person, shared his ideas in a paper distributed to par-
ticipants. Dov Ospovat, a promising young historian of science at the
University of Nebraska, had hoped to be with us, but his tragic death
made that impossible.

In preparing the papers for publication we have benefited from the
splendid secretarial services of Carolyn Hackler and Lori Grant and



Acknowledgments xi

from the support of our colleagues and students in the departments
of the History of Science and the History of Medicine at the University
of Wisconsin—Madison, especially those who participated in our
memorable seminar on science and Christianity in the spring of 1981.
From beginning to end Greta Lindberg and Janet Numbers have
shared the joys and frustrations of this venture. To all who lent sup-
port we offer our sincerest thanks.






