
225

Index

abyss, 56, 189, 198
Adorno, T. W., 153, 154
Aldern, J. D., 153
alētheia. See truth
allegory, 27, 50, 96–97, 98
alliteration. See aural effects
analogy, 109–11, 118, 125, 182–83
anankē. See necessity
Anaxagoras, 17, 124–57, 194–95; authorial 

presence of, 146–47, 148–53, 196; biography 
of, 1, 127–28; causal conjunctions in, 146, 
150–51; cognition in, 143–44; counterfactual 
conditions in, 145–46; “everything in 
everything” of, 134–37, 139–40, 144, 150, 156; 
flat ontology of, 129, 131, 135–36, 154–56; 
khrēmata (things) in, 131–34, 140, 146–47, 
148–49; kratos (power) in, 129, 140, 142–43, 
145–47, 152, 156; Nous in (see Nous); parataxis 
in, 125–26, 129, 152–54, 156; political diction 
in, 135–37; power/knowledge in, 141, 143–44, 
152–56; quantification in, 132–33, 136–37, 142, 
147, 156; simile in, 154–55; space in, 139, 141; 
style of, 3, 125–26, 129, 151–57; substantivizing 
article in, 153, 154; time in, 139, 145, 149; 
visibility in, 136–37, 141–42, 145, 147, 148–49, 
151–52, 156–57; vortex (perikhōrēsis) in, 130, 
131, 143, 152, 155

	 ———Fragments of: B1/D9, 130–31, 132, 136, 
137, 142; B3/D24, 133; B4a/D13, 132, 141, 151; 
B4b/D12, 132, 136, 147; B5/D16, 151; B6/D25, 

134–35, 137, 144, 149, 157; B8/D22, 135, 154–55; 
B9/D14, 143, 155; B11/D26, 135, 139, 140–41; 
B12/D27, 133, 137–47, 148, 149–50, 152–53; B14/
D28, 139; B17/D15, 150; B21/D5–6, 148–49

	 See also under Aristotle; arkhē; author 
function; ignorance; logical argumentation; 
metaphor; mimesis; Parmenides; Plato; 
psukhē; repetition; sense perception; sphere; 
teleology; totalizing discourse

Anaximander, 38, 126, 130
anthrōpos (man), 13, 76, 174–75
antiphilosophers, 6, 11n42, 15, 18n59, 197
apeiron (the boundless), 38, 126, 130–31,  

144n66, 154
aphorism, 70–71. See also under Heraclitus
aporia, xii, 15, 19, 28, 56, 189, 191–92, 195–97.  

See also ontology: aporias of
aprosdoketon, 77
Aristophanes, 143, 188
Aristotle, 6, 72; on Anaxagoras, 133, 136, 142–44; 

on atomic theory, 160, 163–65, 167, 168, 
183; on the axioms of philosophy, 13–14, 
59, 196; Gen. corr. 1.8, 164, 169n39; on the 
early history of philosophy, 1, 6, 7, 8; on 
Empedocles, 7, 8, 104, 105, 117; on Heraclitus, 
14, 59n10, 62, 87; hylomorphism of, 166; 
Metaph. 1.4, 7, 163, 167, 168, 169n39; Metaph. 
1.10, 8; Metaph. 4.4, 13; Metaph. 4.7, 196; on 
parataxis, 125n4, 153–54; definition of truth 
of, 196



226        Index

arkhē (first principle): in Anaxagoras, 130–31, 
139, 143, 145, 149; in the atomists, 163–65; in 
natural philosophy, 17, 124, 130; as political 
principle, 124, 128

atomism. See Democritus
Aufhebung, 30–31, 34, 37, 53
aural effects, 30, 77, 82, 113, 125n3, 141
author function, 195–96; in Anaxagoras, 146–47, 

148–51; in Democritus, 181; in Empedocles, 
91–92, 101, 111–13, 118–20, 122–23; in 
Heraclitus, 61, 82–86; in Parmenides, 24–25, 
54–55. See also under individual authors

autobiography, 89–91, 99, 100n38, 108, 113

Badiou, A., 6, 18n59, 197
being (to on), 2; and becoming, 63–66, 

106–8; in Democritus, 159–61, 163–64; 
deontologization of, 42–48; and nonbeing, 
18, 29, 44–46, 158–63, 168. See also Being  
(in Parmenides); language: and being

Being (in Parmenides): 37–50, 55, 164–65; 
boundedness of, 38–39, 48–49, 54–55; 
capitalization of, 21n1; coherence of, 42–44; 
immobility of, 46–47; imperfection of, 
47–48; inviolacy of, 44–46; predication of, 
33–34, 36, 49

binaries: of atoms and void, 18, 164–65, 168, 
171, 187; collapsing of, 59, 72–74, 76–80; in 
human doxa, 29–31, 39; of Is and Is Not, 29, 
44, 47, 168; of Western philosophy, 161

body: atom as, 159–60, 164, 166; of eidōla, 170–71; 
of metaphysical entities, 38n53, 50n76, 
139n52; mortal, 68, 78–79, 103–5, 109–11; of 
reader, 74–76, 80, 86–88

Brooks, C., 9

Cassin, B., xiii, 13, 191n1; on Democritus, 
160–162, 165, 171, 187; on Parmenides, 32n33, 
36n46, 43

change: of form, 90, 96, 100, 107–8; in human 
existence, 46, 61, 63–64, 70; sameness amid, 
46–47, 63–66, 81; sympoietic, 106–8, 113, 
121–22

children, 66, 67, 81–82, 110–11
circles, 48–55, 57, 63–64, 70, 81, 107–8.  

See also sphere
clinamen, 169
contingency (tukhē): in Democritus, 168–69, 179; 

in Empedocles, 105
corporeality. See body
cosmic cycle: of Empedocles, 90, 100, 102,  

107–8; of Heraclitus, 63–66, 68, 70, 76,  
79–82, 107

Coxon, A. H., 38, 47
Curd, P., 133

dactylic hexameter, 2, 8, 26n13, 83, 93
death, 66–69, 75–80, 88, 99, 102, 150, 180; of 

Empedocles, 123n95
Deleuze, G., xii–xiii, 59n13, 86; and F. Guattari, 

xiii, 91, 92n8, 106n57
Delphic maxims, 172, 175, 179
Delphic oracle, 26, 60n15, 83
Democritus, 1, 2, 14, 18, 158–90, 195, 196; atoma 

of, 163–66, 168–69; authorial voice of, 
181–82; den of (see den); eidōla of, 170–71; 
eteos in, 187–89; ethical theory of, 175–80; 
indifference principle in, 167–68, 179–80; as 
“the laughing philosopher,” 180; linguistic 
innovation of, 184–87; linguistic theory of, 
183–84; ontology of, 158–63, 165–66, 169n39, 
170–71, 189–90, 192; reception of, 160–62, 
165; as a scientist, 181, 190; style of, 3, 184–86; 
the subject in, 172–80; technical language of, 
185–86; text of, 159–60, 175; void in, 159–61, 
163–65

	 ———Fragments of (including those 
attributed to Leucippus): 67A6/D31, 163, 
169n39; 67A7/D30, 164, 169n39; 67B2/D73, 
168; A38/D32, 167, 168; A77/D153, 170; A126a/
D155, 185; A135/R57, 170; B6/D17, 175, 177; B7/
D18, 173, 175, 189; B8/D19, 189; B9/D14, 159, 
172–73, 183–84, 186, 187–88; B9a/D15, 173; 
B10/D16, 189; B11/D20, 174; B26/D205, 184; 
B33/D403, 176; B34/D225, 174; B117/D24, 189, 
198; B123/D146, 170, 186; B125/D23a, 173–74; 
B145/D338, 180; B164/D55, 182–83; B165/P44b, 
181; B176/D252, 179; B191/D226, 177, 178–80; 
B285/D256, 177

	 See also under author function; being; 
contingency; hapax legomena; ignorance; 
metaphor; mimesis; nonbeing; Parmenides; 
repetition; sense perception; totalizing 
discourse; truth

den (in Democritus), 2, 14, 18; assimilated to 
atom, 160, 165; etymology of, 159; non-
appearance of, 159, 162–63, 171, 181, 186–87; 
physics of, 165–71; as fragment of the Real, 
161–62, 179–80, 181, 192, 197; as signifier, 
161n8, 186–87, 189; subject as, 177–80; 
subtractive logic of, 160, 168, 178–79, 189; 
as supplement to everything, 162, 171, 187, 
189–90, 197

Derrida, J., xii–xiii, 14, 15, 70n50; on ipsocentric 
power, 129, 136, 140; on metaphor in 
metaphysics, 23–24, 34, 37, 53



Index        227

Diels, H., 4, 60; and W. Kranz, xiv, 159, 160n4
Diogenes Laertius, 95, 124, 180, 183
Dolar, M., 161, 162, 166
Donahue, T., 153
doxa (human belief), 15, 39, 46, 51–54, 172–73, 

187; and paradox, 59, 72n58. See also 
Parmenides: Doxa of

doxography, 4n9, 159–60
dualities. See binaries
DuBois, P., 5

ekhein (to have, hold), 43n61
Empedocles, 1, 7, 16–17, 89–123, 192, 193, 

195; agency in, 105–6, 109–11, 121–22; 
biodiversity in, 108–9; biographical 
tradition of, 7, 89, 95, 99n35, 123n95; 
clepsydra simile in, 109–11; coordinating 
constructions in, 115; daimonology of, 
94–101; divinity in, 96, 102, 114, 118; divinity 
of, 95, 97, 98–99, 118; egō of, 89–92, 93–101, 
109, 111–12, 118–20, 122–23, 196; language 
in, 111, 113–18; “limbs” in, 103–8; Muse of, 
93–94; ontology of, 91–92, 103–8, 111–12, 
115–16; pedagogy of, 93–94, 99, 120–23; 
performance context of, 95n18; poem(s?) 
of, 92–93, 97–101; rhizōmata (roots) of, 
90, 91n6, 98, 102, 103, 107–8; Strasbourg 
papyrus of, 92–93, 98, 99n36; style of, 3n2, 
8, 90, 93, 112–18, 184

	 ———Fragments of: B2/D42, 98, 101–2, 
116–17; B9/D54, 112; B15/D52, 102; B17.1–3/
D73.233–35, 119–20; B17.11–13/D73.242–44, 
107–8, 111; B17.14–16/D73.245–47, 113, 
119–20; B17.22–23/D73.253–54, 193; B17.34–35/
D73.265–66, 107, 115; B20/D73.302–8, 102; B23/
D60, 98–99, 118; B35/D75, 113–14; B55/D147a, 
117; B61/D156, 117–18; B62/D157, 104n48; B80/
D255, 112; B82/D198, 115, 117; B83/D197, 112; 
B87/D214, 117; B100/D201a, 109–11, 113; B105/
D240, 117; B109/D207, 113; B110/D257, 106, 
120–23; B111/D43, 93, 99; B112/D4, 89, 94–95, 
96; B115/D10, 95, 96, 97–98, 99, 100; B117/D13, 
90, 96, 99–100; B129/D38, 98, 121

	 See also under Aristotle; author function; 
contingency; cosmic cycle; death; hapax 
legomena; immortality; journeys; life; life 
span; logical argumentation; metaphor; 
mimesis; motion; necessity; Parmenides; 
psukhē; repetition; sense perception; sphere; 
teleology

eternity, 61–64, 69–70, 71, 107, 134, 139, 145. See 
also Heraclitus: aei (always) in

Euphronios, 77–79

Farrar, C., 176–77, 179
Fink, B., 190
Folit-Weinberg, B., 10n34, 31
fragments: aesthetics of, 4–5, 60–61; numbering 

of, xiv

Galen, 159, 165, 166, 173–74, 188 
gender, 30n27, 39, 110n64, 176n58; of the atom, 166
Gorgias, 158, 191
Graham, D. W., 74n67, 119
grammar: “of disequilibrium,” 80, 84; of negation, 

159, 175; speculative, 87n95. See also syntax
Grant, B., 71

hapax legomena: in Democritus, 184–86; in 
Empedocles, 112–13

harmoniē (attunement), 72–74, 118, 193
Hegel, G. W. F., 69n47, 161n7, 193n3, 194.  

See also Aufhebung
Heisenberg, W., 181, 189n97, 190
Heraclitus, 1, 3, 10–11, 16, 56–88, 124, 193, 195; aei 

(always) in, 57, 61–66, 68, 69–70, 79–80, 82, 
86–88; ambiguous word placement in, 60–62, 
84, 86–88; as aphorist, 60, 70–71, 74–75, 86; 
asyndeton in, 72, 74, 79–80, 82; authorial egō of,  
82–86, 196; chiasmus in, 71, 74–80, 81–82; 
cosmology of, 57, 63–65, 68; difference in, 
59–60, 65–66, 81, 84–88, 195; fire in, 65, 69, 
76–77; logos of, 58, 61–62, 80, 82–86, 92, 192, 
193; paradox in, 14, 56, 59, 66, 71–74, 77, 79–80, 
85; rivers in, 65, 68, 86, 87; sameness amid 
flux in, 64–66, 107; sensation in, 59, 71, 74–77, 
80, 86–88; sleep in, 75–80; style of, 3, 58, 60, 
83; symmetry/asymmetry in, 64, 77, 79–81; 
synthetic project of, 58, 62–63, 70, 74, 80, 84–86; 
temporality in, 57–58, 61–70, 71–74, 86; union 
of opposites in, 59, 61, 66, 72–74, 77, 79–80

	 ———Fragments of: B1/D1, 61–62, 65, 70, 75, 
82, 84, 85, 86–87, 88n96, 150; B2/D2, 58, 84; 
B10/D47, 74; B12/D65b, 65, 68, 87; B20/D118, 67; 
B21/D72, 77, 79, 80; B26/D71, 75–77, 80; B29/
D13, 67, 69; B30/D85, 3, 63, 64–65, 76, 83; B31/
D86, 64–65; B36/D100, 68, 74, 76–77, 81; B45/
D98, 56–57, 60, 69; B48/D53, 88; B50/D46, 85, 
196; B51/D49, 58, 72–73, 84, 87; B52/D76, 66, 
67, 81–82, 110; B60/D51, 72; B62/D70, 79–80; 
B88/D68, 71, 77; B90/D87, 66; B91/≠LM, 86; 
B92–93/D41–42, 83; B103/D54, 57, 62, 70, 81; 
B124/D60, 60–61

	 See also under Aristotle; author function; 
cosmic cycle; ignorance; immortality; 
journeys; life; life span; metaphor; mimesis; 
Nietzsche; Plato; psukhē; repetition



228        Index

Herodotus, 66, 128
Hesiod, xi, 7, 8n24, 21, 46–47, 135, 188n96
Hippocrates, 185, 188
Hoekstra, K., 128
Homer, xi, 7, 8, 93, 112–13, 135, 188; Iliad of, 67, 

69, 79, 110–11; Odyssey of, 7, 26, 27n18, 30, 47; 
psukhē in, 68–69, 79

idealism, 90–91, 113, 154, 166n27
ignorance: in Anaxagoras, 150; in Democritus, 

173–75, 189–90; in Heraclitus, 62–63, 70, 75, 
84–86, 87, 88n96; in Parmenides, 28–30

immortality: in Empedocles, 96, 99, 102, 114, 
123n95; in Heraclitus, 67–70, 77, 79–80, 81–82

incoherence, xii, 5, 15, 19, 25, 58–61, 91–92, 195. 
See also aporia

Ingold, T., 106
initiation, 51n78, 121
Inwood, B., 145n70

Jaeger, W., 97, 99
journeys: in Empedocles, 95–96, 121–22; in 

Heraclitus, 56; in Parmenides, 12, 22, 
26–27, 37, 52–53. See also Parmenides: road 
metaphor of; roads

Kahn, C. H.: on Heraclitus, 10–12, 67, 69, 73, 77, 
81, 86; on the verb “to be,” 33, 34, 35

Kingsley, P., 97
Kirk, G. S., J. E. Raven, and M. Schofield, 100
knowledge. See ignorance
kosmos, 3, 30, 58, 60–61, 64, 124

Lacan, J., 18, 161, 179, 190, 196n11, 197
Laks, A., 142, 144, 155; and G. Most, xiv, 4, 8n24, 

159, 160n4
language: ambiguity of, 22, 29–30, 34–37, 184; 

and being, 18–19, 21–25, 33–37, 54–55, 58,  
189–90, 191–94, 197–98; dream of escaping, 
11–13, 24–25, 31, 33–34; and life, 90–91,  
112–20, 193; materiality of, 91, 112–14, 116, 
183–84, 193; poetic, 2, 9–10; primacy of, 
xii, xiii, 10; technical, 185–86. See also 
Empedocles: language in; logos; supplement: 
language as

Leucippus, 160, 168, 169n39; fragments of (see 
under Democritus)

life (bios): in Empedocles, 90–91, 101–12, 115–16; 
in Heraclitus, 77, 79–80, 87–88

life span (aiōn): in Empedocles, 101–2, 121; in 
Heraclitus, 66–70, 71, 77, 79–80, 81–82, 88

like-to-like, principle of, 113, 118n84, 143, 182–83

logical argumentation: in Anaxagoras, 146–47, 
150–51; in Empedocles, 94; in Parmenides, 
40–42, 94

logos (language, discourse, reason): cosmic 
and human, 16, 58–60, 61–63, 70, 80, 83–85; 
foundations of, 13; incompleteness of, 58–60, 
70, 84–88, 189–90, 197–98; and on(ta), 3, 
19, 21–22, 25, 37, 54–55, 158, 191–92; peri tōn 
xumpantōn (see Presocratics: “account of 
all things” of); “-textured world,” 154n94, 
193; as universal equivalent, 65–66. See also 
Heraclitus: logos of; language

Long, A. A., 15
Luria, S., 162

Marsden, J., 74–75
Marx, K., 173
mathematics, 18n59, 23, 161n8, 197n15
Melissus, 38n53, 194n8
meson (center), 48–49, 126, 130, 135, 142n61
metalanguage, 19, 23, 24, 183, 186, 195
metaphor, 14, 22–23, 34, 36–37, 53, 90n3; in 

Anaxagoras, 154–56; in Democritus, 184n79, 
185; in Empedocles, 3n2, 106, 111, 116–18, 
193; in Heraclitus, 73, 75, 81; in Parmenides, 
15–16, 22–24, 26–27, 34, 37–48, 50. See also 
under Derrida; metaphysics; Parmenides; 
supplement

metaphysics, 2, 13; and metaphor, 16, 23–24, 
31n28, 34, 36–37, 42, 47–48, 54; “naive 
metaphysics of things,” 18–19, 154n94, 194; 
and physics, 18–19, 49–52, 91, 193–94

meter. See dactylic hexameter
mimesis, 18–19, 193; in Anaxagoras, 153; in 

Democritus, 183; in Empedocles, 90, 91, 
116–20; in Heraclitus, 65, 74, 80, 83; in 
Parmenides, 51–52

minor literature, xiii
moon, 29–30, 50, 51–52, 109
Morgan, K. A., 8–9, 30–31
motion: atomic, 168–69; and Being, 46–47; 

of Empedoclean language, 113–15; of 
Empedoclean parts, 104–8; and paradox, 72

Mourelatos, A. P. D., 12, 31, 34n40, 51, 52, 154n94, 
193, 194

necessity (anankē): in the atomists, 168–69; in 
Empedocles, 95, 105; in Parmenides, 37–48

neologism, 2, 29, 117, 159, 184–87
Nietzsche, F., 6, 99, 116, 194n6; and aphorism, 71, 

74–75; on Heraclitus, 65, 72, 193; on idealist 
philosophy, 90–91; on Parmenides, 54n91, 194



Index        229

Nightingale, A. W., 8–9
nonbeing, 197; in Democritus, 18, 158–62, 

163–66, 175, 180, 192; in Parmenides, 22, 32, 
36, 44–48, 54, 55n93, 158

noncontradiction, principle of, 13–14, 59,  
136n41, 196

non-sense, 59n13, 158, 161, 187
Nous (in Anaxagoras), 17, 128–29, 192, 194; as 

author’s avatar, 148–49; diakosmēsis of,  
141–44; as exception, 139–40, 147–48; 
limitations of, 142–44, 147, 155n98; 
masculine pronoun for, 137n48; and modern 
philosophy, 149n80; power/knowledge 
of, 141, 151–56; rise to power of, 145–47; 
sovereignty of, 137–47, 156–57

now (to nun), 72–74, 80

Olney, J., 91, 108
ontology, 2, 3–4, 33–37; aporias of, 15–16, 19, 

21–22, 24–25, 55, 158, 163, 191–95; flat, 129, 156; 
“the parasite of,” 166, 192. See also language: 
and being; logos: and on(ta); and under 
individual authors

opposites. See binaries
orality, 4n6. See also Presocratics: performance 

contexts of

palin, palintropos (again, back, back-turned), 29, 
50, 51, 53, 73, 111

paradox, xii, 21, 29, 39, 43, 92, 196; liar’s, 85, 86. 
See also under doxa; Heraclitus; motion; 
Parmenides; temporality

parallax, 70n49, 162, 172, 195
paraphrase, heresy of, 9–10, 14
parataxis. See under Anaxagoras; Aristotle; 

teleology
Parmenides, 1, 3, 12, 15–16, 21–55, 192, 194; and 

Anaxagoras, 131; authorial voice of, 54–55, 
196; Being of (see Being); binding metaphors 
of, 37–48; causal conjunctions in, 41–42; and 
Democritus, 158, 160–61, 164–65, 168, 169n39, 
172–73, 187, 189; Doxa of, 22, 26, 28–32, 49, 
51–54, 194; einai (esti, eon) in, 2, 12, 21, 23, 
33–36, 108; and Empedocles, 91, 93–94, 104, 
106–7, 108, 114; goddesses of, 31, 39, 40, 54–55; 
majuscule and minuscule in, 21n1, 40; monism 
of, 22n2, 49, 103, 131; paradox of ontology 
in, 15–16, 21–22, 24–25, 55, 195; performance 
context of, 54; poetic structure of, 22, 50–55; 
proem of, 25–28, 32–33, 39, 50–51, 52n85; road 
metaphor of, 22, 25–37, 50, 52–54, 56; sphere 
simile of, 10, 25, 38–39, 48–52, 104

	 ———Fragments of: B1/D4, 25–28, 30, 50–51;  
B2/D6, 31–32; B4/D10, 43; B5/D5, 50, 53; B6/
D7, 28–29, 33; B7.1–3/D8.1–3, 44–45; B8.1–4/
D8.6–9, 32, 34, 35–36, 192; B8.7–15/D8.12–20, 
40–41; B8.22–25/D8.27–30, 43–44; B8.26–33/
D8.31–38, 38–39, 41–42, 46–47; B8.36–37/
D8.41–42, 46; B8.42–49/D8.47–54, 38–39, 
45, 48–50; B8.52/D8.57, 3, 22, 30, 49, 94; 
B8.53–56/D8.58–61, 29; B14/D27, 29–30, 52

	 See also under author function; ignorance; 
journeys; logical argumentation; metaphor; 
mimesis; necessity; Nietzsche; nonbeing; 
repetition; teleology; truth

Pericles, 125, 127, 128
personification, 39–40, 42, 69, 148
philosophy: as ascent, 11–13, 30–31, 37, 53, 96–97; 

boundaries of, 6–10, 15; enabling conditions 
of, 13–15, 58–59, 84–86, 126–27; continental 
and analytic, xii–xiii, 25n10, 197n15; as 
emergent property, 122–23; of the everyday, 
59n11, 110, 193; natural, 89–92, 99, 124–25; as 
omniscient Mind, 149n80

phusikoi (natural philosophers), ix, 2, 194n8
phusis (nature), ix, 122, 179, 187–88, 194n8
physics, quantum, 181, 189n97, 190
Pindar, 69, 79
Plato, 6, 154n94, 193; on Anaxagoras, 140, 

142, 144; theory of Forms of, 52, 191; on 
Heraclitus, 65, 73, 74; Phd. 97c–98c, 142;  
on philosophy vs. poetry, 8–10; on 
predication, 36; psukhē in, 68–69, 96;  
Symp. 187a5–6, 73

pluralism, 5, 103–4, 131–32, 164
Plutarch, 73n63, 127, 128, 159, 166, 167, 168, 170
poetics, 2
polis, 126–28, 130, 135, 137
politics, 17, 124–57, 192, 194
polyptoton, 64, 118n84, 134, 135, 155, 183
polysemy, 14–15, 22, 26–30, 34–37, 114, 184.  

See also language, ambiguity of
polysyndeton, 71, 115–16, 152–53, 156
poros (path, resource), 15, 56, 113–14, 193.  

See also journeys; roads
Porter, J. I., 57n4, 183, 187
Presocratics, ix–xiv, 1–5, 191–98; “account 

of all things” of, 15, 19, 162, 182, 186–87, 
189, 197; citation of, xiv; label of, x, 5–6, 
10; performance contexts of, 4, 7, 54–55, 
92n9, 95n18; politics of, 124–25, 126–27; 
assessments of style of, 2–3, 8, 58, 60n15, 117, 
125, 184n81; texts of, 4, 54n90, 60, 92–93, 
125n3, 160; truth in, 196–98



230        Index

Primavesi, O., 97
prolepsis, 26, 50–51, 53
prose, 3, 4, 58, 60, 83, 125–26; “of the world,”  

4n6, 193
psukhē (life force, soul): in Anaxagoras, 141; in 

Empedocles, 96–97; in Heraclitus, 56–57, 
68–69, 76–77, 79, 81–82, 86–88. See also 
under Homer; Plato

puns, 30, 46n66, 63n22, 67, 88
Pythia. See Delphic Oracle

Rancière, J., 17, 126, 136, 147, 157
Real, 18, 161–62, 179–80, 181, 189–90, 197–98
repetition: in Anaxagoras, 134, 141, 146–47, 155; 

in Democritus, 179, 183; in Empedocles, 
114–15, 119–20; in Heraclitus, 64, 82, 86–88; 
in Parmenides, 27–28, 30, 53

ring composition, 18, 50–53, 67, 81–82, 111, 158
roads, 26n15, 31, 56, 72, 113–14. See also journeys; 

Parmenides: road metaphor of
Rowett (Osborne), C., 98, 105–6

Sarpedon vase (Euphronios), 77–79
Schmitt, C., 140, 147–48
Schreber, Judge Daniel Paul, 92n8 
Schreckenberg, H., 39
sense perception: in Anaxagoras, 136, 141–42, 

143–44, 148–49; in Democritus, 170–71, 
172–75; in Empedocles, 117

Serres, M., 169
Seven Sages, 7n20, 60n15
Sextus Empiricus, 27, 32–33, 148, 172, 173, 181, 187
Sider, D., 148
simile, 48–50, 72–73, 109–11, 118, 154–55, 185n83
Simplicius, 49, 118, 144n66, 167
Snell, B., 16, 57, 69, 86
Socrates, 5–6, 142
sophia. See wisdom
sophists, 13–14, 158, 187, 191–92, 193
soul. See psukhē
sovereignty, 128–30. See also Nous:  

sovereignty of
sphere, 126; in Anaxagoras, 130; in Empedocles, 

90, 104, 106. See also circles; Parmenides: 
sphere simile of

stoikheia (basic elements), 103, 163, 183, 187
subject (self, autos), 195, 196n11; destabilization 

of, 90, 99–101, 109–12, 119–20, 123; ethical, 
172–80, 189; philosophical, 91–92, 101, 121–23; 
psychological, 57, 86. See also Democritus: 
the subject in; Empedocles: egō of

sun–/xun– (prefix), 43, 62–63, 74, 76, 84
supplement: language as, 12–13, 193; metaphor as, 

23, 37, 41–42, 44, 47, 49. See also under den
surinx (pipe), 27–28, 109–10
symmetry/asymmetry. See under Heraclitus
syntax: of esti, 34–36; of life, 115–16; of natural 

philosophy, 89–91; politics of, 125–26, 146, 
151–54, 156. See also grammar

Taylor, C. C. W., 162, 167, 169, 171
teleology: in Anaxagoras, 142–43; in 

Empedocles, 104n48; in the history of 
philosophy, 6, 8, 57, 127; and parataxis, 
153–54; in Parmenides, 26, 31–33, 37, 50–53

temporality: of aphorism, 70–71, 74–75, 86; of 
Being, 63n24; of cosmogony, 139, 145, 149; 
human vs. cosmic, 57–58, 61–70, 71–72, 79–
80, 86, 88; and paradox, 16, 71–80. See also 
Anaxagoras: time in; eternity; Heraclitus: aei 
(always) in; Heraclitus: temporality in; life 
span (aiōn); now (to nun)

textuality, 4n6. See also Presocratics: texts of
Theophrastus, 143, 170, 171, 172
totalizing discourse, 5, 15, 19, 55, 197; of 

Anaxagoras, 148–49, 151–53; of Democritus, 
162, 181–83, 186–87, 189–90, 192, 195, 196.  
See also Presocratics: “account of all things” of

transformation. See change.
truth (alētheia), 11n42; Aristotle’s definition of, 

196; correspondence theory of, 33–34, 192; 
in Democritus, 187–90; Parmenides’ path 
of, 12, 22, 26, 30–32, 50–54; in Presocratic 
philosophy, 196–98; and sense perception, 
148–49, 172–73

tukhē. See contingency

understanding. See ignorance
univocity, 13–15, 19, 33, 53, 59, 196, 197
untimeliness, xiii

Vernant, J.–P., 79, 126–27, 129, 130, 135, 146
Vlastos, G., 176

wisdom (sophia), 7, 84–85, 121–23
Wismann, H., 14, 160, 161
Wittgenstein’s ladder, 11, 31, 37, 53, 197

Xenophanes, xn1, 7, 46, 142n58

Žižek, S., 161, 162
Zupančič, A., 181



Founded in 1893, 
University of California Press 
publishes bold, progressive books and journals 
on topics in the arts, humanities, social sciences, 
and natural sciences—with a focus on social 
justice issues—that inspire thought and action 
among readers worldwide.

The UC Press Foundation 
raises funds to uphold the press’s vital role 
as an independent, nonprofit publisher, and 
receives philanthropic support from a wide 
range of individuals and institutions—and from 
committed readers like you. To learn more, visit 
ucpress.edu/supportus.


