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The path we travel on the journey to social justice is long and the way 
is hard. But the people we meet along the way—those whom we accom-
pany and who accompany us—make it all worthwhile. I have been for-
tunate to speak with, work with, and learn from a wide array of readers 
and interlocutors as I developed this book, and I wish to express my 
deep gratitude to them here.

Early drafts of the book were shaped by conversations with Tricia 
Rose, Sarah Rios, Anna Chatillon, Raphaëlle Rabanes, Jordan Camp, 
Christina Heatherton, Johari Jabir, Lundy Braun, Nan Enstad, Annie 
Hikido, Jasmine Kelekay, Danielle Purifoy, Ingrid Waldron, Lawrence 
Brown, Louise Seamster, Andrew W. Kahrl, John Robinson III, and 
Shanna Smith. Sections of individual chapters benefited greatly the advice 
of Elizabeth Korver-Glenn, Juana María Rodríguez, and Bernadette Atu-
ahene. Representatives of activist groups whose work is described in the 
book from East Los Angeles, Halifax, New Orleans, Grand Rapids, 
Oakland, and San Diego vetted those sections for accuracy. Discussions 
with Omar G. Ramirez helped me begin to comprehend the generative 
possibilities of restorative cultural arts practice/praxis. Part of my readi-
ness to learn from these mobilizations originated in my previous work 
with Asian Immigrant Women Advocates in Oakland, Project Row 
Houses in Houston, and Students at the Center in New Orleans.

As I confront the danger zones that are everywhere I treasure the 
accompaniment of freedom-loving friends, allies, and teachers. These 
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include representatives of the Black resistance tradition of New  
Orleans: Kalamu ya Salaam, Sunni Patterson, Jerome Morgan, Shana 
M. griffin, Jim Randels, Ashley Jones, Dave Cash, Robert Jones, and 
Daniel Rideau; the artivistas of East L.A.—Martha Gonzalez, Quetzal 
Flores, Juana Mena Ochoa, Amy Kitchener, and Betty Marin; and activ-
ist engaged scholars Diane Fujino, Jesus Hernandez, Daniel HoSang, 
Lorgia Garcia-Peña, John-Carlos Perea, Jessica Perea, Walter Johnson, 
Rachel Buff, Celeste-Marie Bernier, and Jonathan Gomez.

Through my work as board chair of the African American Policy 
Forum I have had the honor of working with Kimberlé Crenshaw and 
Luke Harris as they honed and refined the theory and practice of inter-
sectionality and critical race theory. Parts of chapter 5 in this book 
originated in the article “In an Avalanche Every Snowflake Pleads Not 
Guilty: The Collateral Consequences of Mass Incarceration and Imped-
iments to Women’s Fair Housing Rights,” which appeared in volume 
59, number 6 of the UCLA Law Review in August 2012 and was based 
on my presentation at a symposium on women, race, and criminaliza-
tion that Crenshaw organized.

I have great respect, admiration, and gratitude for the fighters for fair 
housing that I have encountered over the years, whose activism informs 
and inspires the arguments in this book. Amy Nelson and Caroline 
Peattie offered valuable feedback on the sections in this book on litiga-
tion relating to appraisal discrimination. The book’s broader arguments 
about fair housing owe an enormous debt to Mary Scott Knoll, who 
introduced me to the struggle and to her colleagues Sharon Kinlaw and 
Michelle White. Service on the board of directors of the National Fair 
Housing Alliance gave me the privilege and pleasure of learning from 
and working with Shanna Smith, Lisa Rice, Jim McCarthy, Vince 
Curry, John Petruszak, Keenya Robertson, Wayne Dawson, Lila Hack-
ett, Anne Houghtaling, Erin Kemple, and Nancy Haynes. The attention 
I devote in chapter 1 of this book to the particular injuries that children 
experience from housing discrimination originated in my work with my 
friend and colleague Vince Larkins on a fair housing case that revolved 
around those injuries. Opportunities to attend and present research at 
fair housing laws and litigations conferences have enabled me to savor 
and draw from the profound wisdom of Michael Seng, F. Willis Caruso, 
Chris Brancart, Chancela Al-Mansour, Nadine Cohen, and many oth-
ers. Being a co-presenter with Scott Chang at many of those meetings 
gave me opportunities to learn from and be inspired by his profound 
understanding of both the limits and the possibilities of the law.



Acknowledgments    |    xiii 

I am deeply grateful to UC Press executive editor Niels Hooper for 
our many years of work together and for his support of this book. 
Anonymous reviewers of the manuscript provided valuable comments 
and criticisms of its ideas and arguments, while the sharp eyes and astute 
critical judgment of copyeditor Elisabeth Magnus greatly enhanced the 
clarity and precision of the final version. I thank my artist friends, men-
tors, and interlocutors Omar G. Ramirez and Shana M. griffin for allow-
ing me to use their creative works to illustrate my arguments.

Everything I think, say, write, and do is informed and inspired by the 
presence in my life of Barbara Tomlinson. I treasure her intelligence, 
integrity, character, and courage, and thank her for all that has been 
made possible by her accompaniment.




