
xi

Acknowledgments

In more ways than one this book is like the proverbial rug that ties the 
room together. When editor extraordinaire Michelle Lipinski, from UC 
Press, contacted me with the idea to write a monograph, I had to think 
about whether I had a story to tell in this format. After considering vari-
ous preliminary ideas, I realized that the story I was looking for was not 
in a single, standalone narrative, but rather in the interstices between 
various research projects. This book then became the place to articu-
late the question that motivates my entire scholarship: to understand the 
spatial architecture of digital capitalism. Fueled by that insight, I forged 
ahead to write a book that both synthesizes past and present lines of 
research and offers what I hope is a cohesive (and hopefully coherent) 
perspective on how geographic data, media, and technologies play a fun-
damental role in the workings of digital capitalism. 

Since this is a volume that threads narratives that began several years 
ago in graduate school and have followed me through a postdoc, a vis-
iting position, and now through the fifth year of a tenure-track appoint-
ment, gratitude for every step of that journey permeates each word and 
each page. While I may have typed the words in the following pages, in 
fundamental ways they are the product of the multiple communities that 
have shaped me, to whom I owe an unpayable debt, and to whom I hope 
I can contribute in some way. Yet, while this book is the work of an ex-
tended and ever-growing village (that is starting to look like a city), the 



xii    |    Acknowledgments

so-called death of the author cannot absolve me from ultimate responsi-
bility for what is contained within these pages. 

First of all, my sincere thanks to Michelle Lipinski, senior editor, and 
the rest of the wonderful editorial team at University of California Press: 
Jyoti Arvey, LeKeisha Hughes, Enrique Ochoa-Kaup, and the rest of the 
staff. To the anonymous referees who reviewed my proposal and book 
manuscript, I am very grateful for the care and attention with which you 
engaged with my work. Thanks also to Jon Dertien, Gary Hamel, and 
the team at BookComp for their outstanding work in the production of 
this book.

As I will inevitably, and unconscionably, miss some names in what fol-
lows, I must say to those have been with me in any capacity along this 
journey: you know who you are.  

While an academic career is an exercise in finding one’s own identity 
through the asking (and hopefully answering) of questions, it bears the 
permanent imprint of those who advise us at key stages in our formation. 
For that indelible intellectual imprint, I thank my doctoral advisors, Allen J. 
Scott and Eric S. Sheppard. I also thank my PhD cohort and friends from 
the UCLA Geography Department, who welcomed me into their commu-
nity and encouraged my first steps into the world of geography. 

Friends at the Sol Price Center for Social Innovation at USC, Gary 
Painter, Jung Hyun Choi, Soledad Gregorio, Elly Schoen, Sean Angst, 
Caroline Bhalla, Megan Goulding, and the rest of the team who worked 
on the Neighborhood Data for Social Change platform. Special thanks 
to friend and coauthor Jovanna Rosen, who played a vital role in devel-
oping many key ideas in this book and offered truly excellent feedback 
on the manuscript, for which I am immensely grateful. 

Colleagues at Clark University Graduate School of Geography and 
in particular coauthor Yuko Aoyama, from whom I’ve learned a lot 
through our joint projects, and whose work has influenced the develop-
ment of my own intellectual trajectory. 

Friends, colleagues, and students at the Dartmouth College Depart-
ment of Geography and beyond. Thank you to Abigail Neely, Chris Sned-
don, Coleen Fox, Erin Collins, Frank Magilligan, Jonathan Chipman, 
Jonathan Winter, Justin Mankin, Mona Domosh, Richard Wright, Tish 
Lopez, Susanne Freidberg, Xun Shi, Jane Henderson, Aletha Spang, Alex 
Bramsen, Maron Greenleaf, and Kelly Palmer (and Birdie). The guidance 
and support of faculty mentors has been invaluable to my growth as a 
teacher and scholar, so additionally I would like to thank Emily Walton 



Acknowledgments    |    xiii

for her advice and encouragement. Special thanks to the postdocs, re-
searchers, and students who have worked at the Critical Geospatial Re-
search Lab for the past three years: Meghan Kelly, Park Muhonda, Janice 
Kai Chen, Catherine Granville, Ishika Jha, Madeleine Morris, Rocío Bar-
rionuevo Quispe, Rothschild Toussaint, Sheen Kim, and Gavan Fink.

At the AAG Digital Geographies Specialty Group I would like to 
acknowledge the collective work of Eric Robsky Huntley, Will Payne, 
Emma Fraser, Clancy Wilmott, Ryan Burns, Ian Spangler, Shiloh Deitz, 
and Will Payne in particular.

Thank you also to the members of the AAG Economic Geography 
Specialty Group for their support of my work over the years. In particu-
lar, thank you to Abigail Cooke, Emily Rosenman, Peter Kedron, and 
Jennifer Clark. 

The Matrix Group in Digital Transformations in Land, Property, and 
Housing has been a source of intellectual inspiration, friendship, and ca-
maraderie. Thank you to Desiree Fields, Hilary Faxon, Jovanna Rosen 
(again), Julien Migozzi, Courtney Wittekind, Elizabeth Resor, Kendra 
Kintzi, and (Cartus) Bo-Xiang You. 

Friends and colleagues: Matt Zook, Jeremy Crampton, Sarah Elwood, 
Jamie Peck, Matt Wilson, Sterling Quinn, Colin Gleason, Mia Bennett, 
Jenny Goldstein, Eric Nost, Johannes Glückler, Garrett Dash Nelson, Ben 
Gerlofs, Emma Colven, Sam Nowak, Sophie Webber, Sierra Burkhart, 
Michael Shin, Cameran Ashraf, Sara Hughes, Clare Beer, Sean Kennedy, 
Dylan Connor, Tyler Harlan, Dimitar Anguelov, Dillon Mahmoudi, Craig 
Dalton, Jim Thatcher, Renee Tapp, Alan Wiig, Alex Tarr, folks at the Ox-
ford Internet Institute Summer Doctoral Program 2015, and the Summer 
Institute in Economic Geography 2014, and many, many more. 

Thank you to Fulbright-García Robles, UC MEXUS-CONACYT, 
USC-CONACYT, and Dartmouth Burke Award for funding significant 
portions of the research that went into writing this book.

My deepest gratitude to the León Manríquez Family, and in particu-
lar Yolanda León Manríquez for all the love, support, and inspiration 
at every step of the way, Fernanda Alvarez León (always the duck con-
nection), José Luis León Manríquez (mentor and colleague), and Carlos 
Quiroz (for all the support, estilo Tamaulipas). To Luis Alvarez Colín, 
I wish you could have read this in real time, but I’ll wait for the book re-
view on the other side. 

To the van Loggerenberg family, thank you for staying close, even 
across continents and oceans.



xiv    |    Acknowledgments

To the Chavos, started in Cerro del Hombre, and now we’re here (and 
there).

Lastly, and most importantly, to Aleksandra, my partner in crime in 
this grand caper we call life. Siempre.


