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The King family, January 1939. Back row, left to right: Alberta Williams King, 
Martin Luther King, Sr., and Jennie Celeste Parks Williams. Front row, 

left to right: Alfred Daniel King, Christine King, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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My call to the ministry . . . 

came about in the summer of 1944 when I felt an inescapable 

urge to serve society. In short, I felt a sense of responsibility 

which I could not escape. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

February 1948 
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