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ABSTRACT

Even today opinions about Margaret Thatcher are still divided. Those who
admire her compare her to Charles de Gaulle and Winston Churchill, or
regard her, quite simply, as the greatest politician of the 20th century. Her
opponents accuse her of having transformed Britain into a country domi-
nated by egoism and greed. Dominik Geppert looks at a period so far largely
neglected by scholars, Thatcher’s years as leader of the opposition in the
House of Commons, from her surprising election as Conservative Party
leader in February 1975 until she became Prime Minister in May 1979. These
were not only the years that moulded her as a politician, but also the
formative phase of that political and ideological phenomenon to which she
gave her name.

The study analyses the early years of Thatcherism against the backdrop
of Britain’s intensifying politico-economic crisis, growing economic liberal-
ism, and the emergence of the British „New Right“. It asks what concept of
the individual, of the state, and of society Thatcher’s actions were based on.
It examines the Tory leader’s radically populist and confrontational political
style, her intellectual milieu, the discussion circles and communication
networks from which she drew her inspiration and ideas. Were there any
opposing forces in society? What was the reason for their opposition? How
did Thatcher and her supporters react to these obstacles?

Geppert’s study shows a society in transition – from Labour domination
to Tory rule, from faith in the state to faith in the market, from consensus to
conflict.
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