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Medienereignisse“ machten mir deutlich, wie viel man bei der Studie noch hitte
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ABSTRACT

In the late 19th century the whole of Western Europe saw numerous spectacular
scandals that led to political crises and indignation across national boundaries.
This study looks at these political scandals systematically for the first time by
drawing international comparisons and using extensive archival sources. How
they evolved, and the effects they had, are analysed by comparing Britain with
Germany, but also taking account of the transfer effects across national borders.
Approaching politics from the perspective of cultural history, the book address-
es the question as to how far the scandals influenced political communication,
power structures and cultural norms, and how the relationship between politics
and public changed. Thus it contributes equally to cultural, media and political
history.

Although the structures of politics and public were different in Germany and
Britain, the scandals reveal similar tendencies in the two countries. In the
German Kaiserreich the media and the Reichtsag imposed limits on the authori-
tarian state by the scandals, while the British scandals show that Britain’s politi-
cal and cultural liberalism should not be over-estimated. In both countries the
governments sought to prevent scandals by influencing the judiciary, though
this was generally counter-productive. What also becomes clear is that the in-
crease in scandals in the two countries was not only attributable to the simulta-
neous emergence of the mass and popular press. Rather, the revelations were the
result of interaction between politicians and those newspapers closely connect-
ed with them. They deliberately broke rules of communication in order to
attract attention and stir up emotions, and to instrumentalise the revelations for
the purposes of their general political aims.

The scandals also played a part in removing taboos. They made such issues as
homosexuality, divorce or relationships with African women into popular topics
of public discussion. They created not only stereotypes, but also new know-
ledge of spheres that were previously relatively unknown. In this way the
scandals developed normative demands as regards the behaviour of monarchs,
politicians, or civil servants. Moreover, they led to legal reforms, but also to a
pessimistic perception of increasing moral decline. In each case the British com-
mentary on German scandals and vice versa reinforced ideas about the other
country.
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183-185, 187, 194, 202, 212, 2411.,
253-255, 299, 442, 476
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192, 286
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191, 374-377, 476
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Freeman’s Journal 62f., 67, 198, 204
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418, 483
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— Adel 58, 70-91, 119-155
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Journalisten (vgl. auch Kolonialismus,

Korruption)

Skandale gegen J. Kap. V, 482f.
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— Skandalisierungen durch K. 173-176,
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450-452, 455f.

_ Folgen 422-424, 431, 440, 443-445, 460,
463-467

— Handel Ehrentitel 429-432, 445

— K. im Journalismus 329, 335, 348-353,
358, 398

— K. in Kolonien 247-253, 256-262,
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353, 447

— SPD-Politiker 49, 59, 98, 100, 152, 169,
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Tausch-Leckert-Liitzow-Skandal 98, 343-
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Unterhaus s. Houses of Parliament

West-End-Scandals s. Cleveland-Street-
Affair
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