Editorial

Globalization demands for setting up new cultural orientations. Dif-
ferent traditions and forms of life struggle for recognition throughout
the world and have to meet the necessity of values and norms with
universal validity. Similarities and differences in understanding the
world have to be analyzed and recognized which requires a new re-
flection on what it means to be a human being concerning its an-
thropological universality, but also its diverseness and changeability.

The books of the series Being Human: Caught in the Web of Cul-
tures — Humanism in the Age of Globalization are committed to a
new Humanism, which not only highlights humaneness in its cultu-
ral and historical varieties but also presents it as a transculturally va-
lid principle of human interaction in all cultural life-forms.
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Glintzer (Wolfenbiittel), Zhang Longxi (Hong Kong)

Ernst Wolff (Prof.) teaches philosophy at the University of Pretoria
(South Africa) and is fellow of the Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut
in Essen (Germany). His research covers hermeneutics, social and
political philosophy and the philosophy of technology.
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