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Abstract: It can be observed that dynamic developments in
artificial intelligence contributing to the evolution of existing
techniques used in food research. Currently, innovative
methods are being sought to support unit processes such as
food drying, while at the same time monitoring quality and
extending their shelf life. The development of innovative
technology using convolutional neural networks (CNNs) to
assess the quality of fruit powders seems highly desirable.
This will translate into obtaining homogeneous batches of
powders based on the specific morphological structure of
the obtained microparticles. The research aims to apply
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convolutional networks to assess the quality, consistency,
and homogeneity of blackcurrant powders supported by com-
parative physical methods of low-field nuclear magnetic reso-
nance (LF-NMR) and texture analysis. The results show that
maltodextrin, inulin, whey milk proteins, microcrystalline
cellulose, and gum arabic are effective carriers when identi-
fying morphological structure using CNNs. The use of CNNs,
texture analysis, and the effect of LF-NMR relaxation time
together with statistical elaboration shows that maltodextrin
as well as milk whey proteins in combination with inulin
achieve the most favorable results. The best results were
obtained for a sample containing 50% maltodextrin and
50% maltodextrin (MD50-MD70). The CNN model for this com-
bination had the lowest mean squared error in the test set at
25741 x 107, confirming its high performance in the classifi-
cation of blackcurrant powder microstructures.

Keywords: convolutional neural networks, low-field nuclear
magnetic resonance, texture analysis, scanning electron micro-
scopy, fruit powders, blackcurrant

1 Introduction

Following the development of technology, advanced tech-
niques have been introduced to ensure sustainability, safety,
and quality in the production and distribution of food [1].
Food preservation is achieved through traditional processes
such as drying, conserving, pasteurization, or freezing [2-4].
Artificial intelligence is becoming a key aspect in the opti-
mization of these processes [5,6]. Different methods of
machine learning, including deep learning, will primarily
allow to minimize the risk of inefficiently obtained food
products, which translates into the reduction of waste of
the final product obtained. In the age of Industry 4.0 and
5.0 in food production and processing, to use of advanced
methods like image analysis, automation, robotics, artificial
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intelligence, and data analysis is becoming more effective
and improves the quality condition as well as the repro-
ducibility of the obtained food products [4,7-10]. Advanced
machine and deep learning techniques allow more effi-
cient management of products, water, and energy in the
process of obtaining and processing the above [11]. In
addition, the use of machine and deep learning algo-
rithms allows to accurately monitor and control the
quality condition of food products at various stages of
food processing [12,13].

Nowadays, companies try to offer the market as nat-
ural a colorant as possible. As a result of low-temperature
spray drying, blackcurrant powders [14-16] were obtained
in the research. Fruit powders add flavor and functionality
to various products such as teas, jellies, puddings, instant
soups, instant drinks, all dairy products, dietary supple-
ments, confectionery, pharmaceutical preparations, etc.
In fact, proper preservation of blackcurrant powder
will maintain the content of bioactive compounds in the
resulting food products and preserve their quality coeffi-
cient. It is worth knowing that exposure to high tempera-
tures causes changes in the nutritional value of powders.
Deterioration of the quality of products as a result of their
storage at room temperature causes degradation of com-
pounds, including the oxidation of vitamins. Effective yet
low-energy methods are being sought to prevent the degra-
dation of compounds.

Recent results show that there are few works using
deep learning solutions in the context of spray drying
[12]. This is due to the fact that spray drying is a compli-
cated process for obtaining fruit powders. The process of
spray drying carries the risk of not obtaining homogeneous
powders, giving the correct morphological structure to
the powder microparticles, and thus obtaining the right
quality of the final product. For this reason, it is very
important, in addition to the established drying para-
meters (inlet and outlet air temperatures, determination
of air velocity flux and humidity), to adjust the way of
controlling the morphological structure of powder micro-
particles in order to minimize the loss of their quality
[17-19]. In another recent research, an attempt was made
to use traditional artificial neural network (ANN) methods
and convolutional neural networks (CNNs), to identify rasp-
berry powders that differ in the amount and type of poly-
saccharides [20]. The aim of this work was to develop
optimal multi-layer perceptron network and CNNs with
optimal classification performance. The new methods used
are the result of technological advances, acquired knowl-
edge, as well as experience. The new developments use
advanced algorithms, neural network models, and data pro-
cessing techniques that contribute to better performance
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and capabilities in analysis, prediction, and decision-making
problems in the field of machine and deep learning.

This research aims to fill a gap in the analysis of food
quality and preservation by evaluating the morphological
structure of fruit powder microparticles using CNNs, which
are among the most advanced methods of artificial intelli-
gence, specialized low-field nuclear magnetic resonance
(LF-NMR) and instrumental texture analysis [21-24]. The
morphology of microparticles can be captured using digital
images, allowing for faster analysis of large amount of
image data. CNN will effectively analyze individual areas
of powder microparticles contained in the image, which
will serve as input data, and generate new tensors from
them. The application of deep learning based on CNN will
determine an effective algorithm for image classification
due to the presence of repeated, recognizable, and similar
patterns in the image [25]. The image pattern will deter-
mine the state of morphological structure for each variant
of blackcurrant powder. When determining the pattern, a
description characterizing the shape of the microparticle
found in the image, the height of the image, the width of
the image, and the depth as the number of dimensions of
the color space [26] will be used as the input tensor of the
network. As part of the comparative analysis of the struc-
ture of blackcurrant powders, the use of a specialized
LF-NMR method allows us to effectively understand the
research samples obtained by analyzing the molecular
structure of blackcurrant powders. In addition, the instru-
mental texture was used in the study to provide a link in
the effective identification of blackcurrant powders. LF-
NMR and texture analyses combined with CNN provide
complete information on the quality, properties, and struc-
ture of the analyzed powders.

2 Materials and methods

2.1 Preparation of a solution from
blackcurrant concentrate, taking into
account the amount and content of the
selected carrier, and performing low-
temperature spray drying

As part of the implementation of the scientific activity,
concentrated blackcurrant juice (blackcurrant concen-
trate) with a density of 67°Brix and a color coefficient of
2.352 (E520/E420) was purchased in the amount of 5kg
obtained from a batch of 250 kg of this product from the
company Bialuty Sp. z 0.0 and carriers such as maltodextrin
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(MD; Hortimex), gum arabic (GA; Hortimex), inulin (IN;
Hortimex), milk whey protein (WPC; Mlekovita), fiber (F;
Hortimex), and microcrystalline cellulose (C; Hortimex).
Preparation of solutions was done by mixing blackcurrant
concentrate with the appropriate amount of water and car-
riers. Twelve solution variants were prepared (Table 1),
which differed in the type and proportion of carrier. The
proportion of carriers in the solution was 30 and 50% solids,
respectively. The solutions were prepared by mixing the
concentrate with the appropriate amount of water and car-
rier, and then dried in batches of 600 g.

The prepared solutions were dried in a laboratory
dryer at an inlet air temperature of 80°C and outlet air
temperature of 50°C. During the drying process, the
humidity of the air was 0.5g-cm™. The feed flow rate
was 0.3mLs . As a result of low-temperature drying,
blackcurrant powders were obtained.

2.2 Physical analysis of blackcurrant
powders (LF-NMR and instrumental
texture)

The analysis was carried out in order to characterize the
properties of blackcurrant powders, which allows for effec-
tive assessment of their quality. Instrumental texture mea-
surement of blackcurrant powders was carried out using a
TAXTplus Texture Analyzer (Stable Micro Systems, UK)
with an SMS P36R attachment. A calibration of the attach-
ment height of 110 mm was performed, 40% compression
for samples up to 25mL was taken into account. The
sample weight was 58 + 0.1g. For each test variant, eight
replicates were performed. A total of 96 teaching cases
were obtained in the numerical dataset.

Table 1: Names of the blackcurrant powders were determined by their
dependence on the type and proportion of the carrier

The ratio of blackcurrant concentrate
to carrier solids

Type of carrier

50:50 70:30
Arabic gum (GA) GA50 GA70
Maltodextrin (MD) MD50 MD70
Inulin (IN) IN50 IN70
Whey protein (W) W50 W70
Fiber (F) F50 F70
Microcrystalline 50 C70
cellulose (C)
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As an additional research, a comparative measurement
was performed by measuring the blackcurrant powder var-
iants by LF-NMR. Samples of the analyzed powders were placed
in 7 mm diameter measuring tubes. The tubes were sealed with
Parafilm®. The volume of the samples was 770 mm”.

The spin-lattice T; relaxation times were measured using
pulse NMR spectrometer PS15T operating at 15 MHz (Ellab,
Poznar, Poland). The inversion-recovery (180°-~TI-90°-TR) pulse
sequence was applied [27,28]. The 90° radio pulse (RF) pulse was
from 2.2 to 2.6 ms. The distance inversion time (TI) between RF
pulses was changed from 0.2 to 100 ms, the repetition time
repetition time was 15s. Each time, 32 free induction decay
(FID) signals and from 38 to 54 points from each FID signal
were collected. Five accumulations of NMR signals were applied
each time.

Calculations of the T; relaxation time values were per-
formed with CracSpin software (Jagiellonian University,
Cracow, Poland) [29] using a “spin grouping” approach.
The accuracy of the relaxation parameters was deter-
mined, and standard deviations were calculated. The
recovery of the magnetization was described by the equa-
tion given below [29]:

-TI

1-2e——
h

M(TT) = My , @

where M,(T]) is the actual magnetization value and Mj is
the equilibrium magnetization value.

Monoexponential magnetization recovery, observed in
this study, indicated that the system relaxed within one TI
spin-lattice relaxation time. The measurements were per-
formed in controlled temperature at 20.0 + 0.5°C. As a
result, 12 cases of each research variant were acquired.

2.3 Microscope image acquisition and
processing

The next step required preparing blackcurrant powder
samples for morphological structure determination using
a scanning electron microscope (SEM). The samples were
attached to the sample section with double-sided adhesive
tape and cathodically sputtered with gold. The instrument
was calibrated with a secondary electron detector before
testing. The working distance of the detector from the sam-
ples was 10 mm inside (WD = 10 mm). The accelerating
voltage for each sample was 12.82 kV. There were 35 repeti-
tions in the form of microscope photographs for each var-
iant of blackcurrant powders. Photographs of microparti-
cles were obtained at 500 times magnification at a scale of
100 um (a total of 420 microscope images).
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After the problem was formulated in machine learning,
preprocessing of microscope images with a resolution of 2,048
x 1,576 (the original images) and their format with a.TIFF
extension was carried out. For this purpose, the free Python
Imaging Library (PIL) was used [30,31]. The PIL library is one
of the most popular tools for image processing using the
Python language. The PIL library allows for automated yet
fast image conversion, point transformations, batch proces-
sing, filtering, bhit depth transformation, and changing the
color space of images. In technical terms, the goal of image
processing is to skillfully acquire a pattern, adjust filtering,
transformations, storage format changes, and image resolu-
tion for better quality of the resulting image. In view of the
above, image processing seems to be important in the field of
machine learning in the aspect of computer vision to improve
the quality and extract the necessary information from the
established pattern of images.

In the first step of the study, primary images with
a.TIFF extension were converted to secondary images
with a.jpg extension. The converted images were saved
under a new name. The next step was to do segmentation
of the images. The number of segments along the x-axis
and y-axis was calculated, which made it possible to per-
form cropping of the secondary images by the indicated
step relative to the x- and y-axis parameters. In order to
automate the process, the batch cropping of these images
was performed again using the PIL library. The result was
1,400 x 1,400 resolution secondary images, the aim of
which was to obtain a consistent view of the data. The final
step was to perform a point transformation on the images.
The segmented secondary images were subjected to 90°,
180°, and 270° transformations and stored in the output
catalog. As a result of data pre-processing, 105 digital
images corresponding to the learning set were obtained
for each research variant of blackcurrant powders. The
purpose of pre-processing of secondary images obtained
by image processing, in addition to the qualitative mea-
sures mentioned above, becomes the normalization of
the input data in the learning set. The rescaling of the pixel
values of the images in the image analysis will improve the
quality of learning the designed neural models in the
machine learning process.

2.4 Design and learning of convolutional
networks

This step required the formulation of the variables in the
sets and the selection of a machine-learning algorithm to
design the model and carry out the learning process to

DE GRUYTER

obtain an adequate determination index of blackcurrant
powders. Two learning and test sets were prepared for
each research variant. An important step in preparing
the sets is to determine the split between the learning set
and the test set. In computer vision machine learning, the
split is assumed to be 60:40, 70:30, or 80:20 [32,33]. In the
work averaging, the division of the sets was made at a ratio
of 75:25. The learning set contained 105 images processed
through data pre-processing. The test set contained 35
microscope images with a fixed resolution of 1,400 x
1,400, which were not in the learning set. In the test sam-
ples, using microscope images (SEM), 36 learning sets were
finally created, which represented combinations with the
lowest (30%) (total n = 15) and highest (50%) (total n = 15)
proportion of the selected type (total n = 6) of carrier in the
blackcurrant solution.

The design of convolutional networks was performed
using 36 variants of blackcurrant powder sets. The goal of
this stage was to develop CNNs. In the design of CNNs using
the Tensorflow and KERAS libraries, the sequential model
is used, which is one of the simplest and most popular ways
of building models in the library [34]. The sequential model
is a linear application of layers, meaning that each layer
has one input and exactly one output, and data flow
between convolutional layers, activation function, and
pooling layers [35]. The structure of the designed convolu-
tional networks for each learning set included: convolution
layers (Convolution) to determine the size of the input
tensor, max pooling layers (Max-Pooling) to reduce the
size of the input tensor, flattening layer (Flatten) to trans-
form the image to a vector, and dense layers as densely
connected. In research the sequential CNN model consisted
of eight layers: convolutional layers (Conv2D) and maximum
pooling layers (MaxPooling2D). The CNN model also
included a flattening layer to transform the multidimen-
sional input data (image pixels of blackcurrant powder)
into a one-dimensional vector. The model also used a dense
layer of 288 neurons, meaning that each neuron was con-
nected to the input of the previous layer. This layer used the
ReLU activation function, which introduces non-linearity
into the network, allowing the model to better represent
the complexity of the data. The output layer consisted of a
neuron and a sigmoidal activation function, which trans-
formed the result into a value between 0 and 1, accurately
representing the blackcurrant varieties. The structure is
shown in Figure 1. The initialization of the CNN used a
loss function of the “binary_crossentropy” type, applied to
this research as binary classification problem. The “adam”
learning algorithm was used, which is the most popular and
probably the most efficient optimization algorithm for
updating weights during CNN learning [36-38].
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An essential step in the design of suitable neural
models for microscopic images identification was the ana-
lysis between overfitting and underfitting. In order to
avoid over-fitting of the CNN model to the learning set
and also to effectively use these networks in image recog-
nition, a scaling of the data was performed [39]. This
involved the creation of additional convolutional layers
for the input tensor, resulting in a balance between the
fit and generalization ability of the CNN models.

2.5 Statistical analysis

The research article presents results using analysis of var-
iance (ANOVA) [40,41] and principal component analysis ()
[42-44] methods. A Tukey test was applied for each sample
with a significance level of p = 0.05 [45,46]. Python and
Statistica 13.3 were used to perform statistical analysis.
Using the Tukey test after ANOVA, differences between
blackcurrant powder variants were statistically deter-
mined in Python. The scipy and scikit-learn libraries
were used within the Python environment [47,48]. For
the PCA method, relationships between textural variables
were identified in Statistica 13.3 (TIBCO Software Inc., Palo
Alto, CA, USA).

CNNs, LF-
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3 Results

3.1 Preparation of a solution from
blackcurrant concentrate, taking into
account the amount and content of the
selected carrier, and performing low-
temperature spray drying

As a result of dehumidified air-assisted drying, blackcur-
rant powders were obtained according to the procedure of
Przybyl et al. [15]. Table 1 shows different combinations of
carriers, i.e., gum arabic, maltodextrin, inulin, whey milk
proteins, fiber, microcrystalline cellulose, along with their
specific proportion in solution, ie., the smallest (30% con-
tent) and the largest (50% content). As a result, 12 variants
of blackcurrant powders were obtained.

3.2 Physical analysis of blackcurrant
powders (LF-NMR and instrumental
texture)

According to statistical analyses using the Tukey test, PCA,
and correlation methods, the relationships between
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Figure 1: CNN model structure in blackcurrant powders.
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textural parameters and T; relaxation time were compared
using the LF-NMR method. T, relaxation time and textural
coefficients in blackcurrant powders made it possible to
assess their quality, porosity, homogeneity, and the degree
of structure in which individual microparticles are bound
together. The correlation between the textural variables is
intended to show the degree of interrelatedness (Figure 2).
Table 2 shows the textural coefficients and T; relaxation
time from the LF-NMR method. It turned out that malto-
dextrin (50% share) and milk whey proteins (30% carrier
content) were the most statistically significantly different
from the other test variants of blackcurrant powders. The
average values shown in Table 2 for each homogeneous
group showed that maltodextrin and whey proteins are
significantly different from the remaining coefficients.

In the study of textual analysis, cohesiveness, springi-
ness, chewiness, gumminess, resilience, force (Force_1),
hardness, and adhesiveness were determined for blackcur-
rant powders. Maltodextrin showed the lowest Force_1 at
4547.55, and this translates into regularity, linearity in the
microparticle structure of this blackcurrant powder var-
iant. As Force_1 increases, their level of texture in black-
currant powders changes, causing irregularities in the
structure or increased inter-particle spaces. In the case of
the hardness coefficient, for which the qualitative analysis
of the powders affects their degree of granularity [49] was
also statistically shown that the maltodextrin carrier was
one of the three to achieve the lowest value at 8885.17
relative to the other test variants. The lowest hardness of
the powders was shown for the milk whey protein carrier

05

0,0

PC2:2525%

-05

0,5 00 1,0

PC1:5492%
(@

Figure 2: PCA (a) combined with correlation (b) of textural variables.
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(6603.19) and the highest hardness was achieved by the
blackcurrant powder variant with gum arabic (32912.67).
Blackcurrant powders with a higher hardness coefficient
may tend to form the so-called clumps in the morpholo-
gical structure of microparticles [49].

Moreover, the higher the hardness of coefficient, the
more favorable the flow, spreadability, and stability of
powders. Adhesiveness, on the other hand, has a signifi-
cant effect on the solubility of powders. The higher the
adhesiveness index, the more difficult it is for the carrier
to dissolve in solutions. The results in Table 2 relating to
adhesiveness statistically show that whey protein and
microcrystalline cellulose have the lowest solubility index
in food products. In the case of springiness or resilience,
which determines the ability of powders to return to their
original shape, the different research variants do not differ
statistically in their values. Nevertheless, their low content
indicates lower elasticity, which means that they do not
return to their original shape. Cohesiveness as the primary
determinant of intermolecular bonding of powders from
the point of view of microparticle structure, has an impact
on their cohesion [50,51]. Within the individual variants
of powders, the cohesion index was determined to be
significantly low. This means that blackcurrant powders
have a lower tendency to form agglomerates and lumps
[52]. Low cohesiveness significantly affects scattering and
the microparticles will allow them to separate more
efficiently.

Proper storage of these powders is essential. In the
case of the coefficient of gumminess, which is responsible

Variable correlation analysis
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Table 2: Texture coefficients and spin-lattice relaxation times of blackcurrant powders containing 50% and 30% carrier gum arabic (GA), inulin (IN),

maltodextrin (MD), whey protein (W), fiber (F), and microcrystalline cellulose (C) by dehumidified air-assisted spray drying

T Force Hardness Adhesiveness Springiness
MD50 70.66 + 2.46 4547.55 + 538.24a 8885.17 + 1356.42ab -9.87 £ 9.93b 0.57 + 0.24ba
MD70 68.20 + 3.58 5435.31 + 1614.63ab 11007.98 + 3328.79ab -3.63 + 3.64b 0.49 + 0.31ba
GA50 115.41 + 10.80 18160.68 + 3804.28d 32912.67 + 6195.51d -9.28 + 4.81b 0.74 £ 0.22b
GA70 71.95 + 5.79 10733.51 + 4385.58¢ 20781.50 + 7769.08¢ -4.37 £ 2.39b 0.47 + 0.09ba
IN50 93.43 £ 10.55 5628.67 + 1480.43ab 10932.30 + 3003.33ab -5.65 + 7.16b 0.45 + 0.35ba
IN70 58.31+ 6.26 6387.79 + 2638.03ab 11788.26 + 4491.27ab -1.87 + 1.49 0.35 + 0.15a
50 53.32 + 4.50 5672.24 + 1161.70ab 11167.43 + 2188.69ab -5.53 + 1.12b 0.36 + 0.15a
70 93.29 + 3.30 5997.64 + 1814.92ab 12244.32 + 3348.27ab -9.75 + 3.66b 0.78 + 0.33b
F50 4476 + 5.26 9401.71 + 3930.57bc 16668.08 + 8541.36bc -26.90 + 10.57a 0.82 £+ 0.21b
F70 86.69 + 2.90 6378.40 + 1288.15ab 11734.90 + 2612.61ab -3.65 + 2.66b 0.49 + 0.20ba
W50 74.97 + 8.30 5890.29 + 2272.78ab 8742.09 + 4249.09a -23.40 + 10.14a 0.47 + 0.17ba
W70 7119 £ 5.30 4615.75 + 1277.42a 6603.19 + 3164.72a -23.06 + 7.20a 0.50 + 0.13ba

Cohesiveness Gumminess Chewiness Resilience

MD50 0.13 £ 0.02a 1181.10 + 186.94a 680.13 + 334.10a 0.12 + 0.01ba
MD70 0.14 + 0.01ab 1579.05 + 503.14a 747.83 + 527.33a 0.14 + 0.01bc
GA50 0.21 + 0.01abc 6816.16 + 1201.99c 5161.88 + 2049.06¢ 0.23 + 0.02g
GA70 0.15 + 0.01ab 3127.73 + 1019.03b 1444.85 + 552.23a 0.15 + 0.02cd
IN50 0.13 £ 0.01a 1387.29 + 361.55a 657.45 + 614.32a 0.12 + 0.01ba
IN70 0.15 + 0.02ab 1796.63 + 828.21a 596.40 + 270.52a 0.13 £ 0.01bac
C50 0.14 £ 0.01ab 1581.53 + 289.09a 555.18 + 180.14a 0.13 + 0.01bac
C70 0.14 £ 0.01ab 1757.94 + 621.35a 1470.84 + 874.29ab 0.14 £ 0.01bc
F50 0.23 + 0.04bcd 3471.43 + 958.24b 2778.30 + 806.74b 0.18 + 0.03de
F70 0.19 + 0.02ab 2268.24 + 542.67ab 1055.32 + 314.18a 0.19 + 0.02e
W50 0.29 + 0.14cd 2356.36 + 986.97ab 1242.89 + 650.15a 0.12 + 0.02ba
W70 0.30 £ 0.10d 1734.71 + 397.17a 868.41 + 337.69a 0.10 + 0.01a

a-g: the differences between mean values with the same letter in colu
corresponds to the resulting values using the LF-NMR method.

for the elasticity of the powders, it was shown that the
highest elasticity, viscosity, was achieved by the powder
variant with arabic gum (GA50) with a value of 6816.16
and the lowest with maltodextrin (MD50) with a value of
1181.10. Chewiness in instrumental texture refers to the
degree of difficulty in breaking and chewing the food pro-
duct. Very low chewiness was again achieved by maltodex-
trin and the highest value by arabic gum.

As part of the comparative analysis between the
instrumental texture results, the relationships of relaxa-
tion times were determined [24,53], which illustrated the
molecular movements of water in blackcurrant powders.
The LF-NMR method made it possible to find a specific
range of temperatures at which the formation of lattice
nodes occurs for the different variants of blackcurrant
powders. The longest T; relaxation time by LF-NMR was
achieved by the variant with gum arabic carrier (GA50),
while the shortest T; was achieved by the variant with fiber
(F50). In practical terms, this means that the longer the T;
relaxation time obtained with LF-NMR, the more ordered

mns without column T; were statistically significant (p < 0.05). Column T,

the structure of the blackcurrant powder microparticles
becomes (a more solid-body structure).

The correlation and PCA result (Figure 2a and b) when
evaluating the dimensionality reduction of the data and
attempting to extract significant data, it can be found that
cohesiveness is strongly negatively correlated with adhesive-
ness giving a correlation coefficient of R* = —0.7. This means
that the strong negative correlation between cohesiveness and
adhesiveness determines the greatest variability between each
other. The principal component of PC1 reflects the direction in
which there is the greatest correlation between cohesiveness
and adhesiveness. In the case of PC2, this measure shows the
opposite direction of the relationship between these data. It
was observed that Force_1 shows a strong correlation between
hardness R* = 0.98 and resilience R* = 0.96. This is due to the
fact that the strong correlation between these variables affects
the variability of the principal components. The variable
Force 1, which determines the effect of the texture on the
morphological structure of blackcurrant powder microparti-
cles, responds to the other variables hardness and resilience
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W50 w70

Figure 3: Microparticles from 12 variants of blackcurrant powders containing 50%,and 30% carrier microcrystalline cellulose (C) (a) and (b),
maltodextrin (MD) (c) and (d), whey protein (W) (e) and (f), fiber (F) (g) and (h), gum arabic (GA) (i) and (j), and inulin (IN) (k) and (I) which were isolated
from microscope image (SEM).



DE GRUYTER CNNs, LF-NMR, and texture in assessing quality of blackcurrant powders == 9

Figure 3: (Continued)

by determining, among other things, the variability of micro-
particle shape. Considering the aforementioned variable hard-
ness shows a strong correlation with the variable gumminess
(R* = 0.91), and the variable gumminess shows a strong cor-
relation with chewiness (R* = 0.88). This expresses common
information about the powder microparticle that significantly
influences the principal components in the PCA.

3.3 Microscope image acquisition and
processing

Microscopic data collection using SEM resulted in 12 sets of
images describing blackcurrant powders (Figure 3a-l).
Each variant stored information about the morphological
structure of the microparticles (Figure 3).
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Figure 4: CNN procedure in blackcurrant powders: SEM image preparation, image preprocessing, creating CNN, tuning model CNN in training, and

generate adequate CNN model.

3.4 Design and learning of convolutional
networks

Under the designed CNN models and taking into account
the criterion set in the methodology, i.e., over-fitting by
under-fitting analysis, and a fixed number of epochs equal
to 100 during the learning of each CNN model, it was pos-
sible to obtain the results that are shown in Table 3. In Figure
4, the process of obtaining a CNN model is shown, according to
the established standard for the design of ANN models in
machine learning. Between the variants of blackcurrant pow-
ders for which the input data consisted of SEM images, iLe.,
objects in the form of powder microparticles, the best identi-
fied were those with the highest proportion of carriers (50%
content) for maltodextrin and inulin (MD50-IN50) (Figure
5a—c). The MD50-IN50 CNN model had the lowest mean square
error (MSE) for the test set, which was 8.4583 x 107 (Figure 5b),
respectively. In comparison, the weakest fit to the data of 50%
content and type of carrier in blackcurrant powders was deter-
mined by the CNN GA50-W50 model, for which MSE =
22917201 x 10™* (Table 3). Considering the results obtained,
those models not included in Table 1 did not meet the criterion
of over-fitting and under-fitting relationships, for which the
value of the MSE coefficient determined a value above 0.22
and the accuracy coefficient below the fit value at 0.71.

3.4.1 Results of blackcurrant powders using CNN

In the case of results determining the proportion of carrier in
the blackcurrant powder carrier variant, the best data recog-
nition rate using the CNN model was achieved with the pro-
portion of maltodextrin or gum arabic carrier. The CNN
model (MD50-MD70) (Figure 5d-f) with the lowest proportion
of maltodextrin carrier achieved a MSE value of 2.5741 x 10~
(Figure 5e). In the case of the CNN model (GA50-GA70) (Figure
5g-1), for which the carrier was gum arabic the MSE for the
test set was 16.1935 x 10~ (Figure 5h). Considering the weakest
result but at the same time meeting the criterion of CNN
model fit was achieved with the CNN model (W50-W70)
with the content of milk whey protein carrier.

Considering the type and the smallest proportion of
the carrier (30% content) in blackcurrant powder, it turns
out that the best CNN learning results were obtained with
the participation of milk whey protein carriers with inulin
and microcrystalline cellulose (W70-IN70, C70-W70), where
the CNN models W70-IN70 (Figure 5j-1) and CNN C70-W70
(Figure 5m, n) achieved MSE values of, respectively, 0.0217
x 107* and 1.0196 x 10~* In comparison, the weakest result
for identifying the 30% carrier share between powder var-
iants was achieved by the CNN F70-GA70 model, where the
MSE was 1,716 x 107

In Figure 4, it was illustrated the learning results for
CNNs characterized by high accuracy, the lowest MSE, and
mean absolute error (MAE) in the test set (val_mse,
val_mae). The MSE and MAE values suggest that the CNN
model predicts the output values well and minimizes dis-
crepancies with the actual labels. Comparing the error
functions for the training and test sets, it can be seen
that the CNN model shows no clear signs of over-fitting,
as confirmed by the stable difference between the errors in
the two sets.

These results suggest that the CNN can be effectively
used to identify fruit powders, and its accuracy and low
error values make it a potentially useful tool in practical
applications.

4 Discussion

As a result of the research using microscopic images (SEM),
21 out of 36 CNN models were selected (meeting the over-
fitting by under-fitting criterion), which represented
combinations with the smallest (30%) and largest (50%)
proportion of the selected carrier type in the blackcurrant
solution. Based on the results, it can be concluded that it is
possible to identify blackcurrant powder microparticles
using CNNs. Previous research efforts confirm the effec-
tiveness of artificial intelligence in fruit powder identifica-
tion [54]. Other studies have investigated the possibility of
reducing the carrier content in the production of fruit
powders using a spray drying method, with the aim of
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Figure 5: Learning charts (accuracy factor), MSE, and MAE for the five highest obtained results from the 21 respective CNNs: MD50-IN50 (a)-(c), MD50-
MD70 (d)-(f), GA50-GA70 (g)-(i), W70-IN70 (j)-(I), C70-W70 (1), (m), and (n).
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obtaining fruit powders with a lower carrier content [15].
The current research compared the highest and lowest
carrier contents in fruit powders. The aim of the endeavor
became an attempt to prove that CNN’s are as effective as
possible in evaluating research variants with the lowest
amount of carrier, for which the key aspect will be the
ability to reduce energy costs in the manufacturing process
of the final product. Other previous studies have taken into
account that raspberry powders should be characterized
by a regular shape of microparticles and contain the smal-
lest possible intermolecular space [20]. In the current study
results, the regular shape of these microparticles was also
taken into account for comparison using LF-NMR and
instrumental texture. Both in the previous studies and in
the current one, the acquisition of a regular shape and an
ordered interparticle structure is the key aspect in obtaining
powders with a high quality index (homogeneity).

The current research examined how other carriers
behave when extracting fruit powders. The focus was on
the smallest and largest proportion of the carrier. As a result
of the current and previous studies, it is confirmed that the
recognition of regular microparticle shape and ordered inter-
molecular structure at 50% carrier content occurs with inulin
and maltodextrin, among others [15]. When the ratio is
reduced to 30% of the carrier content, it is confirmed to pre-
vious studies that identification of microparticle structure
occurs best with inulin [12,20]. In the current study, milk
whey proteins and microcrystalline cellulose were also suc-
cessfully identified by CNN models as well as interpreted by
textural parameters and the LF-NMR method.

In the study of texture analysis for the demonstrated
carriers, statistically good solubility, hardness, cohesion, and
viscosity of the obtained blackcurrant powders by spray
drying are confirmed. At 30% carrier content in solution,
maltodextrin and whey milk proteins determine the lowest
Force_1 content underlying the linearity of the powders, as
well as a longer T; relaxation time determining their homo-
geneity and microparticle ordering. In the case of 50% carrier
in the blackcurrant solution, the lowest Force 1 content is
determined for maltodextrin (MD50), inulin (IN50), milk
whey protein (W50), and microstaline cellulose (C50). For
comparison by the LF-NMR method, the shortest T; relaxation
time was acquired by the C50 variant as one of the two black-
currant powder variants (also F50). Evaluating the other tex-
tural parameters and discussing the results, it turns out that
maltodextrin, inulin, milk whey proteins, and microcrystal-
line cellulose become quite effective carriers in determining
the appropriate morphological structure.

A machine learning technique using computer vision has
successfully determined which models have the highest
quality index when recognizing the morphological structure

CNNs, LF-NMR, and texture in assessing quality of blackcurrant powders
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of blackcurrant powders using image pixels. Conducting phy-
sical analyses using parameters such as texture, spin-lattice
T; relaxation time using LF-NMR requires wider costs, more
energy, and specialized training in their use. Therefore, it
seems reasonable to use the latest artificial intelligence
methods to assist in faster determination of the morpholo-
gical structure of microparticles. CNNs were able to effec-
tively identify the morphological structure of blackcurrant
powders much faster and more efficiently than analytical
methods. This translates into optimization of many unit pro-
cesses in obtaining the final product. Machine learning is
becoming an alternative solution to support the process of
obtaining high-quality powders with desired properties. As a
result of controlling the morphological structure of fruit pow-
ders, it becomes possible to optimize the spray drying process
based on computer vision. Obtaining fruit powders with
homogeneous microparticle shape and small inter-particle
space in the spray drying process and evaluating them effec-
tively using machine learning becomes a key criterion for
maintaining the reproducibility of these results. This implies
working on producing an intelligent powder obtaining
system that controls the morphological structure of powders
based on online computer vision.

5 Conclusions

In conclusion, according to the results obtained, it is pos-
sible to identify blackcurrant powder microparticles using
CNNs and the Python language. The training CNNs gave the
best results using carriers such as milk whey protein,
inulin, and microcrystalline cellulose (designated W70-
IN70 and C70-W70). The CNN models designated W70-
IN70 and CNN C70-W70 achieved the lowest MSE values.

Currently, the aim is to improve a range of decision-
making problems using advanced techniques by building
machine learning models, data visualization, automation,
and optimization of production processes using Python.
Artificial intelligence is still evolving and the food industry
can expect even further advances. Neural models can
assist in reducing food waste, and Al-based robotics can
revolutionize food processing and distribution. In the
future, the experience will allow the implementation of
online machine learning and deep learning solutions in
the food industry as well. It is intended to implement con-
volutional network models in designing a homogeneous
and ordered morphological structure of microparticles to
obtain high-quality powders during spray drying (online).
This will result in a final product with preserved nutri-
tional values and their effective shelf life.
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