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Primary malignant melanoma of the anorectal region is a
rare and aggressive cancer, accounting about 1 % of ano-
rectal malignancies [1]. It is often diagnosed at advanced
stages due to rapid progression and systemic metastases,
resulting in poor prognosis.

Our patient presented with rectal bleeding due to
primary anorectal melanoma, which had metastasized to
the lungs. Full-thickness excision of the lesion in two pieces
using the transanal minimally invasive surgery (TAMIS)
technique confirmed the diagnosis, and systemic therapy
was initiated. However, within three months, a pro-
gressive recurrent lesion in the anal canal led to obstruc-
tion, necessitating a laparoscopic diverting colostomy.
During laparoscopic colostomy, extensive intraoperative
melanomatosis was observed, characterized by wide-
spread black-pigmented peritoneal nodules (Image and
Supplementary Video). This finding underscores the
aggressive nature of anorectal melanoma and its rapid
dissemination.

Treatment options for anorectal melanoma include
chemotherapy, immunotherapy, radiotherapy, and surgi-
cal resection. While cytoreductive surgery combined with
hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy (HIPEC) has
been reported in a single case with promising results [2],
its role in the treatment of anorectal melanoma remains

exploratory. Given the aggressive nature of the disease,
outcomes remain frequently unfavorable due to
early metastatic spread and rapid progression. Further
studies are needed to evaluate the potential efficacy and
safety of HIPEC in this context. Anorectal melanoma should
also be considered in the differential diagnosis of benign-
appearing anorectal disorders, such as thrombosed hem-
orrhoids, to ensure timely and accurate diagnosis.

Image: Brownish, friable metastatic nodules measuring
up to 3–5 mm on the appendices epiploicae surrounding the
sigmoid colon, observed during preparation for colostomy.
These nodules suggest metastatic involvement, confirming
the presence of peritoneal metastases.
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Supplementary Video

Laparoscopic colostomy procedure demonstrating intra-
operative melanomatosis. The video shows widespread
peritoneal involvement, with multiple characteristic black-
pigmented lesions.
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