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1 Introduction

If theology is understood as a reflection on faith and questions of meaning and values in the light of the
theological tradition, then theology is related to current beliefs, lifeworlds, and orientations. Through
empirical, narrative, historical, and hermeneutical research, theologians try to connect the Christian tradition
to everyday reflection and experiences. One could therefore distinguish between theology in a broad under-
standing – referring to all forms of religious reflection – and academic theology as a methodological viable
attempt to reflect on theology in a broad sense in the light of the Christian tradition and scripture.

As simple as this statement sounds, it is difficult to determine how this relationship is concretely defined in
contemporary systematic theology. Internationally and in other disciplines of theology, the search for con-
nections between the lifeworld and theological reflection has led to a variety of approaches: In approaches of
“lived theology,” “ordinary theology,” “lived religion,” “public theology,” “narrative ethics,” “liberation
theology,” “constructive theology,” or even “pragmatist theology,” the current lifeworld is moving into focus
as the starting point and subject of systematic theology. But how can we describe the importance of the
reference to the world and daily life and the understanding of modern theology in systematic theology?
Where and for what purpose empirical observations and results of social developments or “lived theology”
are taken up for systematic theological research? Is there a task for coherence or systematization of individual
orientations and empirical observations? Do theologians face the task of connecting daily life observations
with the traditional sources (incl. the scripture)? And if so, what is the function? How does it change systematic
theological research, approaches, and aims?

The reference to the world and daily life plays a role in different approaches to theological research: It
comes into view as the world of human experience, as an environment to be interpreted, or as a source of
theological questions itself. In some approaches, quantitative and qualitative research is also a component of
theological work – so far, mainly in practical theology. However, in Systematic Theology, there is a noticeable
gap in the connection between traditional research and reflection on dogmatic topoi and the methodologically
grounded research on the experience of faith in everyday life and the ecclesiastical access to theology.
Dogmatics works mainly historically and often has little interest in a more detailed analysis of the present,
or it rarely goes beyond general observations. Theological ethics, on the other hand, is strongly oriented
towards reference disciplines and is thus very much concerned with questions of applied ethics and normative
answers. In systematic theology, there is no broad tradition of including inductive research perspectives such
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as empirical questions, cultural hermeneutic research, social science research, etc. in one’s own world of
thought. Where and for what purpose empirical observations and results of social developments or “lived
theology” are taken up for systematic theological research? Is there a task for coherence or systematization of
individual orientations and empirical observations?

The “systematizing” perspective – in contrast, for example, to a systematic, ethical, or dogmatic perspec-
tive –may express the ongoing process in which observations of the present are interpreted and appropriated
with Christian traditions. On the one hand, it claims the constitutively unfinished character of this under-
taking. On the other hand, it is not focused on the interpretation of one or more dogmas. Systematizing
theology does not aim at reading the texts or the religious experiences into a certain system or at interpreting
them in view of dogmas, but relating perspectives and experiences into collage-like sets of interpretation.
Thus, it is primarily a hermeneutical task of Systematic Theology to illuminate the processes of understanding.

Acknowledgements: In May 2023 we invited 20 researchers to meet online and in person in the Institute
of Social Ethics at the University of Zurich, coming from Germany, Great Britain, Norway, Peru, the USA,
South Africa and Switzerland to discuss different approaches of theological research, which have in common
to embrace the importance of the reference to the world in their research. Our workshop followed a problem-
oriented approach: The questions outlined were discussed under different “labels” – coming from different
perspectives and contexts worldwide. In the theological research landscape, various approaches can be
noted that attempt to introduce the contemporary into dogmatics and ethics and mark it as relevant for
systematic theological research: Public Theology, Everyday Theology, Empirical Theology, Experiential
Theology, Ordinary Theology, Constructive Theology, Narrative ethics, and qualitative research in ethics.
We tried to gather all these different approaches, to collect and coordinate the different answers of inductive
approaches to challenge systematic theology.

Our concern was not so much the definition of a certain approach and its demarcation, but rather bringing
different problem descriptions into the discussion: What are commonalities in the direction of questioning,
epistemological interest, and understanding of theology? What are the accents of the different approaches? In
this way, we came closer to the common questions and got into a fruitful exchange. We have compiled some of
the contributions from the workshop in this topical issue. In the meantime, the group has constituted itself as a
working group of the WGTh (Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft für Theologie) and continues to work on an
understanding, theory, and methodology of inductive systematic theologies.

The workshop and this publication were made possible by funding from the Swiss National Science
Foundation (SNSF), the Protestant Institute for Interdisciplinary Research (FEST), and the Institute of Social
Ethics at the University of Zurich.

2  Lea Chilian and Frederike van Oorschot


	1 Introduction
	Acknowledgements


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /POL (Versita Adobe Distiller Settings for Adobe Acrobat v6)
    /ENU (Versita Adobe Distiller Settings for Adobe Acrobat v6)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [2834.646 2834.646]
>> setpagedevice


