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Abstract: In the Editorial for the Special Issue What is New in the Neolithic? dedicated to Lech Czerniak in
honour of his 70th birthday, we outline the articles in this collection.
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With this special issue we would like to pay tribute to Professor Lech Czerniak in honour of his 70th
birthday. The academic career of the jubilarian has been a source of inspiration and new ideas for three
generations of researchers and specialists involved in the field of archaeology. L. Czerniak has not only
been actively involved in field research for many years but also constantly and courageously broken
common patterns, including those associated with scientific methods, archaeological interpretations,
and prehistoric narratives.

The most important of his achievements focus on the issues of Neolithisation and the Neolithic of
Central Europe and its Near Eastern origins. These include ongoing research in far peripheries of the
Neolithic world in the Polish Lowlands where L. Czerniak established the systematic and widely accepted
approach to pottery analysis (Czerniak, 1989; Czerniak & Kośko, 1980b). His research resulted in a shift of
the interpretations of Lowland communities from passive recipients of cultural impulses to active agents
(e.g. Czerniak, 1980,b, 2007, 2012). Furthermore, L. Czerniak conducted research in Neolithic cultural
centres, Çatalhöyük in Anatolia (e.g. Marciniak & Czerniak, 2007), and various sites in Lesser Poland,
among others (e.g. Czerniak, 2013; Czerniak et al., 2006; Czerniak, Golański, Józwiak, Kadrow, 2007). The
rescue archaeological excavations of the latter as well as on other infrastructure projects (Czerniak, 1998a,
2004, 2016b, 2017b, 2019b; Czerniak & Czebreszuk, 2010; Czerniak & Pyzel, 2016, 2019) inspired him to take
up the subject of archaeological ethics and activities in protection and popularisation of cultural heritage
(Czerniak, 1997; Czerniak & Kośko, 2019; Czerniak & Kulczykowski, 2014).

The purpose of this special issue is not, however, a summary of L. Czerniak’s outstanding career. We
decided to dedicate it to the Neolithic which does not just highlight the extremely consistent achievements
of L. Czerniak but also emphasises his constant desire to ask new research questions and challenge research
theories and methods. This idea is reflected in the title of the monograph What is New in the Neolithic? and
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further developed in nine papers by sixteen authors who deal with issues related to the vast areas starting
with the Polish Lowlands: Kuyavia (Bogucki, Grygiel), Greater Poland (Marciniak; Żurkiewicz), Pomerania
(Matuszewska, Schiller), through Lesser Poland (Kadrow, Golański; Valde-Nowak), the Baltic-Pontic
Intermarine Area (Kośko, Szmyt, Makarowicz, Ignaczak), and ending with Anatolia (Pawłowska, Shillito)
and Eurasia as a whole (Nowak).

The first paper, Do we Finally Know What the Neolithic Is? by M. Nowak, tackles the definition of the
Neolithic which is a key issue for every researcher of this archaeological period. L. Czerniak also addressed
this topic in some of his publications (e.g. Czerniak, 1994b, 1998b, 1999) and indicated that a single and
universal definition of the Neolithic is not possible. Nowak elaborates on this statement by considering up
to date research both on the Neolithic and the philosophy of science.

The second paper Intermarine Area Archaeology and Its Contribution into Studies of Prehistoric Europe is
by A. Kośko, M. Szmyt, P. Makarowicz, and M. Ignaczak. They represent a former Kuyavia Research Group
from the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań (Zespół Badania Kujaw UAM) with which L. Czerniak
collaborated for many years obtaining subsequent scientific degrees as well as publishing crucial mono-
graphs (Czerniak, 1980, 1994b), numerous papers on material analysis (e.g. Bednarczyk, Czerniak, & Kośko,
1980; Czerniak, 1978, 1979a, 1990, 1992; Czerniak & Dzieduszycka, 1979; Czerniak & Kośko, 1980a), and
more general research articles (e.g. Czerniak, 1979b, 1988, 1994a, 1996c, 2008c; Czerniak & Kośko, 1993). As
the research interests of this group of archaeologists extended with time towards a much broader area
stretching between the Baltic and Black Sea, the paper presents an overview of the research on the Late
Neolithic and the Early Bronze Age archaeology of this intermarine area, including its general purpose,
background, and conditions. At this point, it is worth highlighting the importance of the Pontic Area with
regard to the Neolithisation of Central Europe (e.g. Czerniak, 1994b). L. Czerniak’s interests in this topic
contributed to the launch of the Polish-Ukrainian research project on the Bug-Dniester culture with the
participation of the University of Gdańsk (Czerniak, Gaskevych, Józwiak, & Domaradzka, 2013).

The next paper Households and Hamlets of the Brześć Kujawski Group by P. Bogucki and R. Grygiel takes
us to Kuyavia or, more broadly, to the Polish Lowlands. It discusses both the household and hamlet as two
key structures of social organisation in the Neolithic uptake on theoretical developments in the household
archaeology as well as new research on the Brześć Kujawski group/culture. The archaeological remains of
this particular area have been studied extensively by L. Czerniak throughout his career (e.g. Czerniak,
1980, 1994b, 1996b, 2002, 2007, 2008b, 2012; Czerniak & Piontek, 1980a,b, 1981; Czerniak & Pyzel,
2013, 2016, 2019). Also, the household as a bottom-up approach to the issue of social organisation in the
Neolithic has been applied by L. Czerniak in the last 10 years for the Linear Pottery culture (LBK) in Lesser
Poland (Czerniak, 2013, 2016a, 2018a, 2019a, 2021).

The topic of the post-LBK communities in the Polish Lowlands is further addressed in the paper by
A. Marciniak Exploiting Sheep and Goats at the Late Lengyel Settlement in Racot 18. It presents and commem-
orates research conducted by L. Czerniak in the 1980s, which included southern Greater Poland to the
ecumene of the Brześć Kujawski culture (e.g. Czerniak, 2002, 2008a). On the basis of recent results of Bayesian
modelling of radiocarbon dates from Racot (Czerniak et al., 2016), Marciniak demonstrates diachronic transi-
tions in management strategies and the different roles of sheep and goats in the subsistence of the Brześć
Kujawski culture.

The fifth paper Colonists and Natives. The Beginning of the Eneolithic in the Middle Warta Catchment
4500–3500 BC by D. Żurkiewicz refers to one of the chapters of L. Czerniak’s seminal monographs on the
Early and Middle Neolithic in Kuyavia (1994b). Focusing on the region of Greater Poland, Żurkiewicz
presents newly discovered sites of the Brześć Kujawski culture and the Funnel Beaker culture (FBC) and
also discusses possible relationships between these two communities (see also Czerniak, 2008a,b).

FBC is further discussed in the paper Is It Just the Location? Visibility Analyses of the West Pomeranian
Megaliths of the Funnel Beaker Culture by A. Matuszewska and M. Schiller. The authors provide new insights
into the social meaning of the Western Pomeranian monumental burials of the time based on their location
and relation to the surrounding landscape. The region is where L. Czerniak grew up and it has been close to
him both on a personal and professional level (Czerniak, 1983, 2017a, 2018b). It is also where he returned
recently with his research project on the Neolithic roundel at Nowe Objezierze (Czerniak et al., 2020; in press).
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The next paper An Integrated Zooarchaeological and Micromorphological Perspective on Midden
Taphonomy at Late Neolithic Çatalhöyük by K. Pawłowska and L. M. Shillito discusses the formation
processes of middens and the taphonomy of bone assemblages found within them. These data come
from the TP area of Çatalhöyük East in Anatolia, which was excavated between 2001 and 2010 by a team
lead by L. Czerniak (Figure 1) and A. Marciniak. The field and laboratory research at this site, which is
considered one of the symbols of Near Eastern Neolithic, allowed important insights into the Late Neolithic
lifeways and transition into the Chalcolithic (e.g. Barański et al., 2021; Czerniak & Marciniak, 2022; Czerniak
& Pyzel, 2017; Marciniak & Czerniak, 2007; Marciniak et al., 2015; Özdöl-Kutlu, Carter, Czerniak, & Marci-
niak, 2015; Roffet-Salque et al., 2018).

The international and interdisciplinary research at Çatalhöyük provoked new interpretations in regard
to Central European Neolithic, an example of which is L. Czerniak’s research on the LBK longhouses in
Lesser Poland (e.g. Czerniak, 2016a, 2018a, 2019a, 2021). The Early Neolithic of this area, including a well-
known structure discovered in Łoniowa in the Dunajec River Basin in the Carpathians, is discussed by
P. Valde-Nowak in the paper The Neolithic Sequence of the Middle Dunajec River Basin (Polish Western
Carpathians) and its Peculiarities. The author presents impressive originality of the Neolithic settlements
discovered in high locations. Similar distant peripheries and borderlands of the Neolithic ecumene in
various regions have always attracted L. Czerniak’s particular interest (e.g. Czerniak, 2007; Czerniak &
Kabaciński, 1997; Czerniak & Pyzel, 2011; Czerniak & Rzepecki, 2015; Czerniak, Pyzel, & Wąs, 2016).

The final contribution Great Transformations on a Micro Scale: The Targowisko Settlement Region by
S. Kadrow and A. Golański addresses the relationships between LBK and Malice culture in Lesser Poland,
including socio-cultural changes. It presents the Targowisko micro-region in Lesser Poland where L. Czerniak
conducted rescue excavations of numerous Neolithic sites (e.g. Czerniak, 2013; Czerniak et al., 2006, 2007). In
fact, Malice culture has interested L. Czerniak for many decades as he analysed both its role in the develop-
ment of the Brześć Kujawski culture and its position within the post-LBK world (Czerniak, 1996a).

Figure 1: Lech Czerniak at Çatalhöyük, 2006. Photo by J. Pyzel.
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Furthermore, the related social transformations of the time lie at the base of his new research project “Sickle
man” graves and their role in building a new identity after the decline of the first farming communities in Lesser
Poland at the turn of the sixth and fifth millennium BC. This research perfectly illustrates how our scientific
trajectories entangle, how we benefit from each other’s research, and how we stimulate each other.

Lech Czerniak has made an important contribution to Neolithic research. The authors and editors of this
special issue (along with 32 reviewers who must remain anonymous) are part of a larger group of people
listed in Tabula Gratulatoria who would like to show their appreciation and express their gratitude to
L. Czerniak and wish him many further successes.

Ad multos annos!
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