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Title Date Resource
it T e S Y (A e s
People's Daily
New trendy toy: Idol dolls has become widely Jan 28, 2022
Online
known
“WRSUEE - AIEERIEE 4 2
Jan 17,2022 The Paper
Mother fans: What are they looking for?
AP 5 5 OO P China Youth
Oct 13,2021
Fangirls harmed by fan culture Daily
IRRAR TR - MOKEE R KRB > BT
ML
‘When fan community invades the doll Sep 16, 2021 The Paper
community: the fickleness of fangirls and the
reliability of the Yangzhou factory
W HETAE  WLRXRER T BRI
s
Aug 31, 2021 China News
Revealing the "star-making" industry: Ripping
fans off
SWRETE M > A2 SEBO T | Aug 10,2021 China Daily
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The distorted fan culture should be changed

IR SR R AR

Fan culture cannot grow out of control

Aug 4, 2021

China News

73.4% ST T AR M 22 P £ PR USRI
WL EE”

73.4% of surveyed teenagers pointed out that fan

community would force them to spend money on

idols

LT NRBEEILR

The promising fan economy should have a limit

May 20, 2021

May 17,2018

Xinhua Net

China Youth

Daily
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Fan culture

“Fan circle” refers to the

fan communities in the

China |entertainment industry.
Negative
harm Youth |Some stars mislead fans on
influence
Daily |[social platforms... Some
fans even scatter all their
money for their idols.
China | The distorted fan culture
distored
Daily  |should be regulated.
73.4% of surveyed
teenagers pointed out that
Negative
Xinhua Net | the fan community would
judgement
out of control force them to spend money
on idols.
China  |Fan culture cannot grow
News |out of control.
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irrational

China

Daily

Some fangirls tolerate
idols’ moral mistakes
because they look

handsome.

Fangirls

gullible

China
Youth

Daily

Zhao later saw the swindler
in a video, and it was her
“friend” made in the fan
community. The woman
described Zhao as "pretty
gullible" when she spoke to

investigators.

Mother fans

Motherhood

The Paper

Mother fans’ behavior
corresponds to the
"motherhood" in real life...
They call their daily
activities surrounding their

idols "digital upbringing".

Childlike

The Paper

The idol she used to love
very much has a childlike
innocence, cuteness, and

purity.
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Every day countless people

come into the fan

fickleness The Paper
community and countless
people just leave.
Since 2019, idol dolls have
been in rapid
People's |development..., and a large
Idol dolls trend/trendy Daily  |number of lovers devoted
Online |themselves to the design,
manufacturing, sales, and
consumption of idol dolls.
Fan
The current fan economy is
economy/Fan
China  |based on a two-way
purchase
Promising Youth |relationship between fans
practices
Daily |and idols, and it is very
promising.
‘We look forward to a
China | brighter future for the fan
Regulation |limit/regulated/control|  Youth |economy. At the same time,
Daily |more standardized,

rationalized management
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measures should be
launched to regulate the fan
economy as soon as

possible.
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Preferred

# Age Gender Occupation
Name

1 | Seaweed 20 Female Undergraduate Student

2 | Yungege 32 Female Office Clerk

3 Roykar 27 Female Government employee

4 Hu 21 Female Undergraduate Student

5 Ying 23 Female Graduate Student

6 Lin 2 Female Graduate Student

7 Joyce 24 Female Graduate Student

8 | Tianshuang 23 Female Management Consultant

9 Ting 28 Female Accountant

10 | Zixuan 21 Female Undergraduate Student

11 Dahan 25 Male HR

12 Xu 2 Male Prefer not to say

13 Cai 24 Male Graduate Student
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Topie Interview Questions
Fan of Whom?
Demographic information & Why do you like your idol?

Purchase experiences

What type of fan arc you?

When did you buy your first idol doll?

Motivations &
Perceived
relationship

with idols

Motivations

Why do you buy idol dolls?
Do you think the idol doll you bought met your
expectations?

What's the difference between

idol dolls and Barbics or stuffed toys?

Did you enjoy playing with dolls when you
were a child?

‘What does an idol doll represent?

Perceived

Relationship

What is your perceived relation between
yourself and the doll/idol?

Do you define yourself as a mother fan? Why?
What do mother fans need?

Do you have children in real life? If not, do you

want one?
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Are idol dolls the substitute of real children?

Why fans think they are mothers of idols?

Emotional needs

Are you in a romantic relationship now? Are
you satisfied with this relationship?

Who do you live with?

‘What do your parents think about idol dolls?
What do you think about marriage? Do you
have any plan regarding getting married and

having kids ?

Fan community & Male idol

fans

Have you ever made friends with people from
the idol-doll community?

What do you think about male idol doll
buyers/male idol fans?

Do you know any male idol-fans? What are
their personalities/characteristics?

Do male fans also call themselves mother fans?
Is the idol-doll community inclusive?

‘What is the most important thing for fitting in

the fan community?
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Theme |Sub-theme Code Tlustrative quote
love/affection “I love my dolls. They are the cutest.”
“They (idols) have been with me
reliance through the toughest times... For me,
those dolls are just like idols per se.”
Maternal
“Every time I miss my idol, I just look
love miss
at my dolls.”
"The doll can be dressed up as you
Mother
control like.” "The doll will never let you
fans’
down, it will always be the cute baby.”
emotional
“I do take idols as my boyfriends. You
needs
boyfriend/husband | can see tons of fans call idols husband
or boyfriend online. It is quite normal.”
Romantic “Girlfriend fans are also called as
relationship daydream girl daydream girls. Because they are being
unrealistic and they are anthomaniac.”
“It is quite common for fans to call
(our) baby

idols ‘dad of the baby’.”
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Social

expecations

Passive

feelings/loneliness/stress

“Every young person is under pressure

at one point or another.”

comfort

“I feel much happier when I see them

(idol dolls). They comfort me.”

marriage/intimate

relationship/singlehood

“People think the older a woman is, the
less she values. We are supposed to get

married as soon as we reach 25.”

motherhood/children

““Motherhood is the fulfillment of
womanhood’. I believe every girl has

heard this kind of nonsense.”

parents’ expectation

“My parents have unrealistic
expectations for me... I am almost
thirty and I play with idol dolls all day,
which bothers them a lot. They think I
am wasting my time and I should focus

on more important things.”

Recognition

from the

Like-
minded

people

interests/taste

“I feel excited if someone has the same
preference as me, especially when my

favorite one is the unpopular one.”
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fan

community

authenticity

“Fans could easily tell who is a fake
fan. What really matters is one’s

attitude.”

friends

“It is always easier to make friends
online. At least they understand me and

do not judge me”

Inclusion

"I think when they think of us as
‘mothers' and call us ‘sister’, they
actually think of us as true idol doll
lovers, and they see us as a member of

the community.”





