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Abstract
C35H38N2O8, monoclinic, P21 (no. 4), a = 14.0502(3) Å,
b = 5.93007(14) Å, c = 18.3417(4) Å, β = 101.327(2)°,V = 1498.45(6) Å3,
Z = 2, Rgt(F) = 0.0443, wRref(F2) = 0.1082, T = 100(2) K.

CCDC no.: 2377413

The molecular structure is shown in the figure. Table 1
contains crystallographic data and Table 2 contains the list of
the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement
parameters.

1 Source of material

Praziquantel and hesperitin purchased from Beijing
Mairuida Technology Co., Ltd. were used without further
purification. Ethyl acetate was of analytical grade. A
mixture of praziquantel (185 mg) and hesperitin (180 mg)
in a 1:1 molar ratio, was totally dissolved in 3 mL of ethyl
acetate at 313 K. Then the solution was filtered and placed
under room temperature. Light yellow, block crystals
were obtained after 24 h.

Table : Data collection and handling.

Crystal: Colourless block
Size: . × . × .mm
Wavelength: Cu Kα radiation (. Å)
μ: .mm−

Diffractometer, scan mode: ROD, Synergy CustomDWsystem, HyPix,ω
θmax, completeness: .°, %
N(hkl)measured, N(hkl)unique, Rint: , , .
Criterion for Iobs, N(hkl)gt: Iobs > σ(Iobs), 
N(param)refined: 

Programs: Bruker, SHELX,, Olex
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2 Experimental details

H atoms bonded to N or O were determined by the experi-
mental electron density map. All other H atomswere located
in geometrically calculated positions and refined using a
riding model.

3 Comment

Schistosomiasis is a widely prevalent and harmful parasitic
disease, with over 230 million people infected worldwide, of
which 5 %–10 % of infected individuals will suffer from liver
fibrosis.5 However, liver fibrosis could further develop into
cirrhosis, and even liver cancer. Thus, preventing liver
fibrosis is of great significance during the treatment of
schistosomiasis.

Table : Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent
isotropic displacement parameters (Å).

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

O . () −. () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
HA . −. . .*

HB . −. . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . −. . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

HB . . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

O −. () . () . () . ()
H −. () . () . () . ()*

O −. () . () . () . ()
H −. () −. () . () . ()*

O −. () . () . () . ()
O −. () . () . () . ()
O −. () . () . () . ()
H . () . () . () . ()*

Table : (continued)

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

O −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
HAa −. . . .*

HBa −. . . .*

HCb −. . . .*

HDb −. . . .*

CAb −. () . () . () . ()
HAb −. . . .*

CBa −. () . () . () . ()
HBa −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*

C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*

HB −. . . .*

HC −. . . .*

aOccupancy: . (), boccupancy: . ().
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Praziquantel (PZQ) as a derivative of pyrazine isoquino-
line, is a potent and preferred drug for the treatment of
schistosomiasiswithhigh efficiency and low toxicity.6 In recent
years, it has been also found that PZQ has anti-inflammatory
and anti-fibrotic effects in the liver.7 Hesperetin (HESP)
extracted from citrus fruits, is a dihydroflavonoid com-
pound with the pharmacological activities such as antiox-
idant, anti-inflammatory, anti-apoptotic and anti-tumor8,9

etc. An increasing number of studies have been reported
that HESP also has markedly protective effects against
cardiac fibrosis, liver fibrosis and pulmonary fibrosis.10–12

Therefore, the combination of the above two components
may prevent liver fibrosis while treating schistosomiasis.

Cocrystals consist of active pharmaceutical ingredients
(APIs) and one or more other cocrystal formers (CCFs) at
a definite stoichiometric proportion in the same crystal
lattice through noncovalent interactions.13 Cocrystal
technology, as an effective strategy for ameliorating the
physico-chemical properties of active pharmaceutical
ingredients (API), such as hygroscopicity, dissolution rate,
solubility, stability and bioavailability has attracted
increasing attention.14,15 Moreover, the cocrystal tech-
nology involving in more than two components, could
achieve the combined application of two drugs.16 Thus, in
this study, we aim to synthetize the cocrystal of PZQ and
HESP for simultaneously treating schistosomiasis and
preventing liver fibrosis.

Here, we successfully prepared the cocrystal of PZQ–HESP
through cooling recrystallization method. The complete set of
X-ray diffraction data for the title compound was deposited to
the Cambridge Crystallographic Data Center (CCDC entry no.
2377413). PZQ–HESP crystallizes in a monoclinic space group
P21 with one PZQ molecule and one HESP molecule in the
asymmetric unit. The C27–C28 in PZQ–HESP is disordered and
split into two positions. The hydrogen atom of the phenolic
hydroxyl group from HESP was not transferred to PZQ, indi-
cating that the obtained product is cocrystal rather than salt.

Intramolecular hydrogen bond with O3–H⋯O5 in
PZQ–HESPwas generated to form a five-membered ring-like
structure. PZQmolecule and HESPmolecule were connected
alternately together via intermolecular hydrogen bond
with O4–H⋯O2 and O7–H⋯O1. The torsion angles for
C10–N2–C12–C13 with 67.504°, N1–C8–C9–N2 with 2.016° and
N1–C7–C6–C1 with −157.037° in PZQ–HESP respectively,
were different from those in PZQ.16 In addition, the calcu-
lated angle between the mean planes of the amide functions
with N1–C7–O1 and N2–C9–O2 in PZQ–HESP was 24.494°.
Those demonstrated that the conformation of the PZQ
molecule had undergone a certain change after the forma-
tion of a PZQ cocrystal.

The density of the reported PZQ with 1.250 g/cm3 was
remarkably lower than the obtained cocrystal of PZQ–HESP
with 1.362 g/cm3, indicating that the tighter packing between
molecules in PZQ–HESP was one of the main reasons for
cocrystal formation.16 In addition, the traditional strong
hydrogen bonding with O–H⋯O in PZQ–HESP replaces the
weak hydrogen bonding with C–H⋯O in PZQ.14 This signifies
that the stronger intermolecular force inPZQ–HESP relative to
that inPZQ, is also one of themain reasons for the formation of
cocrystal.

The Hirshfeld surface analysis for PZQ–HESP was
performed using Crystal Explorer 17.517 and its fingerprint
plots were explored to obtain quantitatively various
intermolecular interactions. It is obvious that the H⋯H
interactions with 51.4 %, O⋯H interactions with 25.7 % and
C⋯H interactions with 18.7 % contributed significantly to
the Hirshfeld surfaces.
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