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Abstract
C44H36N6S2Zn, monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 14.5676(4) Å,
b = 26.1767(8) Å, c = 10.0963(3) Å, β = 99.140(3)°,V = 3801.2(2) Å3,
Z = 4, Rgt(F ) = 0.0397, wRref (F 2) = 0.1000, T = 100 K.

CCDC no.: 1022760

The molecular structure is shown in the figure. Table 1
contains crystallographic data and Table 2 contains the list of
the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement
parameters. 1 Source of material

4–Phenyl-3-thiosemicarbazide (Sigma Aldrich), trans-
chalcone (Alfa Aesar), zinc acetate dihydrate (Fluka),
concentrated hydrochloric acid (J. T. Baker), absolute
ethanol (Merck), acetonitrile (Merck) and ethyl acetate
(Merck) were of analytical grade and used as purchased. The
Schiff base ligand was prepared from the 1:1 reaction of
4-phenyl-3-thiosemicarbazide (1.151 g, 0.01 mol) and trans-
chalcone (2.083 g, 0.01 mol). Thus, the former was taken in
heated absolute ethanol (30 mL) and slowly added to a
heated ethanolic solution (20 mL) of the latter. A few drops
of concentrated hydrochloric acid were added as a catalyst
while stirring for 30 min. The yellow precipitate was filtered,

Table : Data collection and handling.

Crystal: Yellow block
Size: . × . × .mm
Wavelength: Mo Kα radiation (. Å)
μ: .mm−

Diffractometer, scan mode: Oxford Diffraction Gemini, ω
θmax, completeness: .°, >%
N(hkl)measured, N(hkl)unique, Rint: ,, , .
Criterion for Iobs, N(hkl)gt: Iobs >  σ(Iobs), 
N(param)refined: 

Programs: CrysAlisPRO [], SHELX [, ],
WinGX/ORTEP []
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washed with cold ethanol and dried in vacuo. The zinc
compound was prepared by the 1:2 reaction of zinc acetate
dihydrate (0.220 g, 10 mmol) and the Schiff base (0.714 g,
20 mmol). Zinc acetate dihydrate was dissolved in heated
ethanol (20 mL) and added to a solution of the Schiff base
ligand in heated absolute ethanol (20 mL) while stirring for
30 min. The yellowprecipitatewasfiltered,washedwith cold
ethanol and dried in vacuo. Single crystals were grown at
room temperature from the slow evaporation of amixture of
acetonitrile and ethyl acetate (2:1 v/v). Yield: 70 %. Melting
Point: 494–496 K. FT–IR (ATR (solid) cm−1): 3411 ν(N–H), 1596
ν(C=N), 1314 ν(N–N), 487 ν(Zn–S), 533 ν(Zn–N). UV–Visible
(nm; ε cm−1 mol−1 L): 246 (9.571× 103), 292 nm (5.520× 103), 400
(7.673 × 103). ICP–AES: Found % Zn = 8.03. Calc. % Zn = 7.53.

Table : Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent
isotropic displacement parameters (Å).

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

Zn . () . () . () . ()
S . () . () . () . ()
S . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
HN . () . () . () .*
N . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
HN . () . () . () .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
C . () . () . () .()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()

Table : (continued)

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
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2 Experimental details

The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed
(C—H = 0.95 Å) and refined as riding with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C).
The N-bound H atoms were located in a difference Fourier
map and refined with N—H = 0.88 ± 0.01 Å and with
Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(N). The maximum/minimum residual elec-
tron density peaks of 1.27 and 0.65 e Å−3 were located 0.87
and 0.66 Å, respectively, from the Zn atom.

3 Comment

Transition metal complexes derived from thio-
semicarbazones, with generic formula R1N(R2)C(=S)N(R3)
N=C(R4)R5, where the substituents can be some combina-
tion of H/alkyl/aryl, continue to attract attention in, for
example, nuclear medicine [5], as chemotherapeutic agents
[6] and as catalysts [7]. The title complex (I) was investi-
gated as a part of on-going studies into the generation and
metal complexation by thiosemicarbazones derived from
the condensation reaction between thiosemicarbazides
and trans-chalcone, a flavonoid, and their saturated ana-
logues [8, 9].

The molecular structure of (I) is shown in the figure
(70 % displacement ellipsoids). The Zn atom is bis-chelated
by the thiolato–S and imine–N atoms of two anions. The Zn
—S1,S2 bond lengths are 2.2720(5) and 2.2611(6) Å, respec-
tively, and the relatively long C—S1,S2 bonds [1.759(2) and
1.758(2) Å] substantiate the thiolato-character of the
coordinated sulphur atoms. The Zn—N1,N4 bond lengths
are 2.0603(17) and 2.0598(17) Å, respectively. Despite the
participation of the N1 atom in coordination to Zn, the C8—N1
bond length [1.311(3) Å] is close to the C1—N2bond [1.304(3) Å];
the same applies to the second ligand with N4—C30
[1.310(3) Å] being experimentally close to the N5—C23 bond
[1.309(3) Å]. The two five-membered chelate rings are planar
[r.m.s. deviation = 0.028 Å (maximum deviation is 0.028 Å for
the C1 atom) for the S1-chelate ring, and r.m.s. deviation =
0.058 Å maximum deviations are 0.043(1) and 0.043(2) Å for
the S2 and N4 atoms of the S2-chelate ring, respectively]. The
dihedral angle between the chelate rings is 78.53(6)° indi-
cating a close to perpendicular relationship. The range of
angles subtended at the Zn atom is a narrow 86.63(5)° for the
N1—Zn—S1 chelate angle to a wide 129.24(5)° for N1—Zn—S2
chelate. These angles are consistent with a distorted tetra-
hedral geometry based on a N2S2 donor set. The distortion
may be quantified buy the computation of τ4 for a tetra-
coordinated geometry [10]. For (I), the value is 0.73 which

matches most closely a regular tetrahedral geometry
(τ4 = 1.0) cf. a square-planar geometry (τ4 = 0.0). Globally, the
S1 and S2 atoms are cis-oriented in relation to the Zn atom.

Five closely related molecules are available in the
literature for comparison. Three of them are N-phenyl de-
rivatives with substituents in the 4-position of the terminal
phenyl group connected to the ethylene residue, namely the
4-cyano and 4-chloro species [11] along with the 4-nitro de-
rivative [12]; the 4-chloro species was characterised as a
1:1 THF solvate [11]. These molecules present, to a first
approximation, very similar geometric characteristics as
described above for (I) and indeed as observed for the two
N-bound ethyl species with 4–H [13] and 4-methoxy [14]
substituents. According to a recent systematic geometric
analysis [12], the values of τ4 in these complexes range from
0.70 to 0.74.

In the crystal of (I), several directional interactions
have been identified with the aid of PLATON [15]. One of
the amino–N—H atoms forms a hydrogen bond with a
thiolato–S atom over a centre of inversion to form a
dimeric synthon [N3—H3⋯S1i: H3⋯S1i = 2.62(2) Å,
N3⋯S1i = 3.4761(19) Å with angle at H3 = 168(2)° symmetry
operation (i) −x, 1 − y, 2 − z]; there is no apparent, direc-
tional role for the N6—H6 group in the crystal packing.
One of the non-coordinating imine–N atoms engages in an
interaction with an aminophenyl–H atom [C26—H26⋯N5ii:
H26⋯N5ii = 2.58 Å, C26⋯N5ii = 3.517(3) Å with angle at
H26 = 170° for (ii) x, 3/2− y,−1/2+ z]. These interactions serve to
link the dimeric agregates along the 21 screw axis. There are
phenyl–C—H⋯π (phenyl) interactions between centrosym-
metrically related chains [C34—H34⋯Cg(C9—C14)iii = 2.72 Å
with angle at H34 = 169° and C35—H35⋯Cg(C39—C44)iv = 2.88
with angle at H35 = 137° for (iii) 1 − x, 1 − y, 1 − z and (iv) 1 − x,
1 − y, 2 − z] within jagged supramolecular layers that stack
parallel to (2 0 1). Given the absence of directional interactions
between the layers, it was thought of interest to complement
the above analysis with a study of the calculated Hirshfeld
surfaces and of the full and delineated two-dimensional
fingerprint plots using Crystal Explorer 21 [16] and published
procedures [17].

The analysis showed that the Hirshfeld surfaces are
mainly dominated by H⋯H contacts which comprise 54.5 %
of the all contact surfaces with the tip of the decomposed
fingerprint plot delineating to a H19⋯H36 interaction with a
di+ de contact distance of 2.14 Åwhich is slightly shorter than
the sum of van der Waals radii (ΣvdW) of 2.18 Å. The second
most dominant contacts are attributed toH⋯C/C⋯H [27.6 %]
with the pair of symmetric tips in the decomposed finger-
print plot arising from H35⋯C41/C41⋯H35 contacts with
di + de of 2.63 Å compared to the ΣvdW of 2.79 Å. The H⋯S/
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S⋯H and H⋯N/N⋯H are the next most significant contacts
with the respective contributions being 8.2 and 4.2 %. Both
contacts exhibit a pair of pincer-like profiles in the decom-
posed fingerprint plots with the tips delineating to the
reciprocal H3N⋯S1 and H26⋯N5 contacts with di + de of 2.48
and 2.45 Å in contrast to the ΣvdW of 2.89 and 2.64 Å,
respectively. The C⋯S/S⋯C contacts make a minor contri-
bution to the Hirshfeld surface with the distribution being
2.6 % but with a meaningful di + de of 3.43 Å, i.e. shorter than
the ΣvdW of 3.50 Å.
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