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In essence, all communication is multimodal: we use language, gesture, posture, and other non-verbal modes often at the same time as we use objects 

in the world and the environment itself in order to communicate. We may use many media when conducting research, so that we may use video or 

audio recordings. We may also employ creative ways of jotting down what we perceive, i.e. using poetry, creative writing, painting or sculpture to 

freeze what we understand. All of these media in turn allow us to explain the world we investigate in multimodal ways.

Multimodal Communication sets out to open up a venue for researchers in diverse fi elds of study, who are broaching communication from an 

interdisciplinary perspective; for those who are exploring diverse and multimodal ways to conduct research and to illustrate fi ndings. The Journal will 

include papers from anthropology, art, communication, health, interaction, linguistics, math, philosophy, psychology, science, sport, or sociology and 

others when these broach and/or explain communication in the broadest sense.

There is no methodological boundary to this Journal, however all articles have to develop multimodality in some way. An article may use visuals/

writing/sound to explore a theme, an article may be highly theoretical and explain a philosophical point relevant to the study of multimodality, or an 

article may be based on an empirical study that integrates a number of modes. Style of exposition is not standardized in this Journal, so that authors 

may send research articles, essays, visual essays or other creative pieces.
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subscriptions all published articles have to be complete in their printed form. All articles are double-blind peer-reviewed. We only publish original 

research.

The publisher, together with the authors and editors, has taken great pains to ensure that all information presented in this work refl ects the standard of 

knowledge at the time of publication. Despite careful manuscript preparation and proof correction, errors can nevertheless occur. Authors, editors and 

publisher disclaim all responsibility for any errors or omissions or liability for the results obtained from use of the information, or parts thereof, 

contained in this work.

ISSN 2230-6579 ∙ e-ISSN 2230-6587

All information regarding notes for contributors, subscriptions, Open access, back volumes and orders is available online at 

www.degruyter.com/view/j/mc 

RESPONSIBLE EDITOR Sigrid Norris, Multimodal Research Centre, Auckland University of Technology, 55 Wellesley St E, Auckland, 1010, 

New Zealand. Email: sigrid.norris@aut.ac.nz

JOURNAL MANAGER Aline Hötzeldt, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin, Germany.

Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05-283, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05-250

Email: aline.hoetzeldt@degruyter.com

RESPONSIBLE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS Heiko Schulze, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin, Germany. 

Tel.: +49 (0)30.260 05-358, Fax: +49 (0) 30.260 05-264

Email: anzeigen@degruyter.com

TYPESETTING Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd., Pondicherry, India.

PRINTING Franz X. Stückle Druck und Verlag e.K., Ettenheim.

COVER ILLUSTRATION Lucas Norris, New Zealand

© 2015 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston

Printed in Germany



Contents

Kristin Enola Gilbert and Gregory M. Matoesian
Multimodal Action and Speaker Positioning in Closing Argument 93

Larysa Bobrova
A Procedure for Identifying Potential Multimodal Metaphors in TV Commercials 113

Eva Maagerø and Aslaug Veum
Moving a King: A Social Semiotic Analysis of Knut Steen’s Sculpture of the Norwegian King Olav V, and Its
Relocation 133

Essay

Gayane Girunyan
Cross-Cultural Perspective: An Attempt at Bimodal Reflection 151

Visual Essay

Welby Ings
When We Go to War: Multimodality and Film Title Design 167

Book Reviews

Karen Spear Ellinwood
Jones, R.H., Chik, A., and Hafner, C.A.: Discourse and Digital Practices: Doing Discourse
in the Digital Age 181

Marjukka Käsmä
Sigrid Norris (Ed.): Multimodality in Practice: Investigating Theory-in-Practice through
Methodology 183

Srilakshmi Ramakrishnan
Djonov, E., and Zhao, S. (Eds.): Critical Multimodal Studies of Popular Discourse 185

Giulia Messina Dahlberg and Elina Tapio
Susan C. Herring, Dieter Stein, and Tuija Virtanen (Eds.): Pragmatics of Computer-Mediated
Communication 187

Multimodal Communication 2015 | Volume 4 | Issue 2




