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Statement of His Majesty King Abdullah 11 at the Red Sea Peace Summit
JordanAgaba

04 June 2003

President Bush,

Prime Minister Sharon,

Prime Minister Abbas,

Distinguished Guests,

We gather today in Agaba. This small city that symbolizes the immeasurable potential of
bringing different peoples together. Not far from here, Jordan and Israel signed a peace treaty
in 1994. Nine years later, what brings us here is the same dream. A dream of peace,
prosperity, coexistence and reconciliation. But dreams alone cannot fulfill hopes. It is thanks
to the efforts of President Bush, and the commitments of Prime Minister Sharon and Prime
Minister Abbas that we meet here today to transform these dreams into real achievements on
the ground.

Mr. President, Prime Minister Sharon, Prime Minister Abbas, Let us have ambitions.
Ambitions to move beyond the violence and occupation, to the day when two states, Palestine
and Israel, can live together, side by side, in peace and security. And in our hands today, we
hold the mechanism that can translate these ambitions into realities on the ground. It is a plan,
the road map, that addresses the needs of both Palestinians and Israelis. To the Israelis, this
plan offers collective security guarantees by all Arabs, a peace treaty and normal relations
with Arab states, and an end to the conflict. To the Palestinians, it offers an end to the
occupation, a viable state, and the promise to live as a free and prosperous people.

To be sure, the road to realising this vision will not be straightforward or without obstacles. |
am aware that many in our region and around the world, view our gathering today through a
lens marred with scepticism and suspicion. The failures and frustrations of the past have left
many disbelievers in their wake.

Today we have the opportunity and obligation to reinstate faith in the process, and to
reinvigorate hopes for a better tomorrow. We simply cannot afford the alternative. Over the
past few years, the road of confrontation has shown its consequences: loss of innocent lives,
destruction, and fear. Most costly, however, was the loss of hope. The most precious gift that
you can present to your people over the coming weeks is renewed hope born out of tangible
progress on the ground. And it is not only your people who will be watching and waiting; the
eyes of the entire world will be upon you. The nature of our new borderless world, means that
we all have a stake in what happens here. Jordanians, Americans, Europeans and many
around the world stand ready and willing to lend all their support to ensure your success.

At the end of the day, however, it is you, the Palestinians and Israelis, who have to come
together to resolve the many outstanding issues that divide you. Many will view the
compromises that will be made during your negotiations as painful concessions, but why not



view them as peace offerings. Ones that will provide in return the priceless gifts of hope,
security and freedom for our children and children’s children. It is only by putting yourselves
in each other's shoes that we can hope to achieve real progress.

Thus, we reaffirm today our strong position against violence in any form, and from whatever
source. Blowing up buses will not induce Israelis to move forward, and neither would the
killing of Palestinians or the demolition of their homes and their future. All this needs to stop,
and we pledge that Jordan will do its utmost to help achieve that.

Mr. President, you have stayed the course. Your presence here today, to witness the two
leaders meeting together, agreeing on common ground to solve this conflict, provides a great
impetus to move forward, and a clear answer to all the sceptics. | thank you for your
leadership and courage.

Prime Minister Sharon, Prime Minister Abbas, I urge you, today, to end the designs of those
who seek destruction, annihilation and occupation. And, | urge you to have the will and
courage to begin to realise our dreams of peace, prosperity and co-existence. And remember,
that in the pursuit of these noble goals, Jordan will always remain a true friend.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the 91st International Labour Conference
SwitzerlandGeneva

12 June 2003

In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate,

Mr. President

Your Excellency, Mr. Director General,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your kind welcome. Rania and | are honoured to be here at this most important
conference at the invitation of a good friend, Juan Somavia. Mr. Director General, your
efforts to promote decent work; your dedication to human rights; your global vision — these
have inspired respect around the world. Allow me to speak for all Jordanians in thanking you
—and in thanking all the delegates here — for everything you are doing to create a better future
for humankind.

My friends,
Your organisation recognises a fundamental truth about our world: work and working people

are at the heart of global prosperity. In our 21st century, attention is often focused on
technologies and markets. But let us remember that at best, these are only tools, tools that



have allowed the world's peoples to combine their energies and talents. Freeing that
capability has unleashed tremendous creativity and productivity and unprecedented
abundance. It has been estimated that, worldwide, the goods and services produced in the past
100 years — primarily in the last 50 — exceeded all that humanity had produced since recorded
history began. And our future potential is great.

Yet for too many people, far too many, this abundance is a dream denied. One third of
humanity has been marginalised by unemployment and underemployment; others are barely
subsisting. They suffer the hardships and dislocations of globalisation, but they have not yet
reaped its benefits. Young people, who desperately need opportunities and hope, see
themselves and their societies held back by poverty, health crises, illiteracy, and more. Is it
any surprise that these communities can become recruiting grounds for extremist ideologies?

We cannot move forward — we cannot fulfill the 21st century's promise — until we deal with
these problems. Nor can we delay. The “war against want” — a war enshrined in the ILO's
Philadelphia Declaration — has a new name today: it is the war against terror. Only by
defeating want, can we heal the divisions and despair that feed global violence. This requires
sustainable socio-economic development, development that enables all people to live in
dignity. Such development is an important tool in the battle against extremism —as is a

Opportunity is a powerful force in giving people a stake in a peaceful future. It is up to us to
create a global growth economy — one that will give people the jobs they need to support their
families and improve their lives. There must be safety nets — national and international — that
can combat the social and economic imbalances of globalisation; real access to the education
and technologies that open the doors to tomorrow; and, perhaps most important, justice — to
show people, especially young people, that ours is a world of fairness and hope.

Jordan has espoused the values that are embedded in the ILO Charters and Conference. We
have embarked on a process of enhancing the productivity of our labour force by adopting
bold educational reforms and giving the private sector the prominent role in the design of
vocational training programmes. We are convinced that our economy will not grow until the
productivity of our labour force grows. This is the essence of our national socio-economic
agenda. And, we have had positive results as evident in our recent indicators.

And we also take our international responsibilities seriously. | am pleased that Her Majesty
Queen Rania is one of a select group of heads of state and first ladies, who have taken an
active role in ILO's efforts to combat child labour around the world. Jordanians are working
hard to ensure that child labour is not a serious problem in our country, and we continue to
pioneer preventive measures. Our strategy has had one goal: to improve the well-being and
opportunities of our citizens. Jordanians deserve no less.

We also believe that socio-economic reform cannot be sustained in the absence of democratic
consent. This is why we have insisted on political reforms to ensure government transparency



and accountability. Jordan recently established a National Centre for Human Rights as well as
an independent Higher Council for Media. In these and other ways, Jordan has been working
tirelessly to create an environment of justice, democracy, due process, equal opportunity and
gender equality. And, as many of you know, parliamentary elections will be held next week.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It would be untrue to suggest that my country, or any country, can make it alone. Today, for
developed and developing nations alike, progress on the national level demands progress on
the global level as well. Achieving such progress will require a true partnership between
developed and developing countries — a partnership based on our common interests, our
interdependence, and our shared responsibilities. Only such a partnership can deliver the
global justice that is required and encourage developing countries to embark upon needed
political, economic and social reforms.

The new global partnership faces hard choices for reshaping the national and global
governance agenda, for a more equal distribution of benefits. Dialogue must be coupled with
action, from both sides. Across the board, we need improved market access, the removal of
trade barriers and predictable trade policies. Developed countries must increase the level of
direct assistance, encourage foreign direct investment and technology transfer and reduce the
debt burden. Developing countries must commit to sound economic policies, coupled with
the right safety nets, good governance and the rule of law. In my region, in every region, we
must cooperate, and quickly, to address key issues — political freedoms, improving the role of
women, and bridging the knowledge gap.

Jordan will shortly host an extraordinary annual meeting of the World Economic Forum,
bringing leaders together to agree on a shared vision of global cooperation. | hope these
initiatives will begin new and intensified efforts to restore confidence in our common future
and enhance global governance.

My friends,

We must also address the urgent need to rebuild and stabilise the Middle East region. Our
region sits at a critical crossroads. The credibility, not merely of our own countries, but of the
international community, is at stake. Now is the time to work together, to put our full force
behind the process that will lead to the hand-over of Iraq to a credible Iragi government,
representing all Iragis. And now is the time to achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the
Middle East.

Palestinians and Israelis have signed on to the Peace Road Map, a Road Map that addresses
the needs of both parties. To the Israelis, this plan offers collective security guarantees by all
Arabs, a peace treaty and normal relations with Arab states, and an end to the conflict. To
Palestinians, it offers an end to the occupation, a viable state, and the promise to live as a free
people.



Last week, at the Agaba Summit, the parties pledged to make real efforts to move forward.
And that process is beginning. But the friends of peace must now stay the course. At the end
of the day, we will need the full energies of regional and international leaders, working in real
partnership, if we are to achieve a future of peace, security and coexistence.

In this regard, |1 wish to commend your Convention for its attention this afternoon to the
worsening situation of workers in the Occupied Territories. Nothing demonstrates more
urgently the need to bring this occupation to an end.

My friends,

Centuries ago, human beings thought the earth was flat. That view did not change until brave
souls set out to test the boundaries of the known world.

Today, echoes of that old, flat-earth philosophy remain. We hear them in the complacent
voices of those who are satisfied with a two-dimensional world, where a minority sit safely in
the centre, in prosperity; and billions are forced to live in poverty and violence, out on the
edge. Well, the flat-earthers are history. I believe the future belongs to those who see the
world in its full dimensions — an undivided sphere, whose every point is a centre; whose
every person is entitled to prosper and succeed, in peace and security.

There is an old maxim: “By the work, one knows the workman.” By our work, the future will
know our generation. Were we really committed to peace; to equity; to justice? It is in our
hands to create what we know is right. Together, in partnership, in mutual respect, | believe
that we can.
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Peace be upon you.

Professor Schwab,
Distinguished Members and Guests,

This is titled an extraordinary meeting, and it is, indeed, extraordinary. An unparalleled group
is gathered here in Jordan at a critical moment in history, with an unmatched opportunity to
help create a new future: a future of promise, a future of freedom, a future of peace.

Professor Schwab, my friend, | thank you for having the vision and the courage to believe in
that future and to know that dialogue is the key to the door. It is a measure of your stature that
you have brought together so many leaders, from different sectors, from different sides, who



all have a role in this region's future. To everyone here, | thank you for your commitment and
your efforts; now, and in the days and months ahead.

When we met in Davos, last January, we could not know we would meet again so soon — or
that so much would happen in the meantime. Then, we talked about the looming war in Irag.
Now, we talk about speeding up humanitarian outreach, reconstruction and a credible Iraqi
government that represents all its people. Then, we talked about winning a commitment to the
roadmap to peace for Israel and Palestine. Now, we talk about making that commitment a
reality: a comprehensive peace; two states, living side by side, in peace and security.

I have called this a critical moment. At no other time has there been such despair, and yet
such hope. Such misery, and yet such promise. Such bloodshed, and yet such a passionate
yearning for peace. Such risks — and yet such opportunity.

Less than three weeks ago, in Agaba, we witnessed Palestinians and Israelis affirm their
sincere intent to pursue the road to peace: to the Israelis, the roadmap offers collective
security guarantees by all Arabs; a peace treaty and normal relations with Arab states; and an
end to the conflict. To the Palestinians, it offers an end to the occupation; a viable,
independent state by 2005; and the promise to live as a free and prospering people.

The roadmap has been sanctioned by the international community. It must now be
implemented. This will require more than words and wishes. The friends of peace — within
the region and around the world — must stay the course. That means real commitment,
commitment that will test our leadership, resources, and, our deepest morality.

Since the Agaba Summit, renewed violence has been a magnet for media attention.
Extremists have tried to derail the peace process — to push it back into the old path of division
and hatred and futility. When we hear this news, we must remember what the vast majority
on both sides want. They want peace — to work and save, to send their children to school, to
plan for the future. People are crying out for normal life, for freedom, for hope. These are the
voices that count.

My friends, there must be no more missed opportunities. It is time to listen to the prayers,
dreams and expectations of those who live in and love the Holy Land. It is time to lead the
way to peace; a peace that works, a peace that lasts.

Tomorrow the Quartet — Europe, Russia, the UN and the United States — will meet here in
Jordan to plan the next steps for the implementation of the roadmap. The fact that they set
their meeting to take place now, side-by-side with this meeting, speaks to the part that this
Forum is playing in an historic period of change.

Over the next two days, the members of the forum will focus their expertise on core
challenges: identifying mechanisms to implement the peace roadmap — advancing economic,
social and political reform in the region; fuelling the engines of growth and development; and



promoting the reconstruction of Irag, a reconstruction that respects the rights of its people to
determine their own future. Binding these key issues together is a single thread: the need to
make a safer future, and a better future, for this region — and the world.

The need is urgent. Just as we must act now to resolve regional conflicts, we must swiftly
heal socio-economic despair. It's true that in the Arab world, there is much less extreme
poverty than in other developing regions. However, there are still too many people in need,
too many unemployed and more young people facing these harsh realities every day.

Indeed, half of the Arab population is younger than 18. These young people, like young
people everywhere, deserve a future they can prosper in, a future with opportunity and hope.
Cut off from that opportunity, is it any wonder they doubt the good of globalisation — or the
goodwill of the developed world?

To change this, we must act. And | believe that action begins at home. We in Jordan — and
many others, throughout the Middle East — are working hard to create a civic environment in
which our people will thrive. The basic requirement is an inclusive, democratic civil society —
one that guarantees rights, delegates responsibilities, honours merit and rewards achievement.
The foundation stones on which we build are peace and stability, basic civil and political
rights, essential services, freedom of expression, and the rule of law.

As many of you know, just this week, Jordan held Parliamentary elections. One hundred and
ten new members of the Lower House will be joining the country's 55 Senators in working
together for Jordan's future. Countless other Jordanians are on the same mission. Public
officials, who are spearheading a new ethos of service and efficiency. Private-sector leaders,
who are reaching around the world to create new and innovative business. NGO and
community leaders, who are safeguarding children, empowering women, protecting the
environment; and much more.

To affirm our commitment to human rights, we recently established the National Centre for
Human Rights, as well as an independent Higher Media Council. This is our Jordan —a
country that is working for accountability, transparency, and peace; a country, proud of its
Islamic heritage, and facing the future with confidence.

I have taken the liberty to invite some of our young achievers to join us in these meetings.
They are students from Jordanian universities, who represent the kind of excellence our
country is working hard to nurture. 1 hope you will take the time to meet and talk to them —
engage them in dialogue, hear their views, and take a moment to encourage them. Because
these young people are the future, not only of Jordan, or even our region, but the world.

The fact is that in our borderless century, no country and no region can prosper in isolation.
Every country has a responsibility to work for justice, peace and opportunity. But at the end
of the day, success will come only when all nations work together to ensure these values on a
global scale. This is the true partnership for human development, a partnership based on



shared ideals and shared fates; a partnership empowered by a commitment to mutual respect
and genuine dialogue.

This global partnership and dialogue is the strength of this forum — its not-so-secret weapon
in the fight against poverty, want and terror. As these problems transcend regions, so must
solutions. Your global perspective is the “force multiplier” that real answers need.

In fact, many key players in global development are right in this room. Some of you were
involved in the international commitment to slash poverty in the least developed nations.
Others have been involved in private-sector efforts to lessen the human costs of globalisation,
and ensure access to its benefits. NGOs and public-private partnerships are working more
effectively than ever to address global crises and problems.

Over the next few days, | ask you — who come together from so many professional fields and
national experiences — to bring your insights to bear on our current agenda. | am confident
that, working together, talking together, learning together, we can make a difference.

My friends,

Never have we been more in control of our fate. At no other time have we had such clear
choices in our actions and decisions. And certainly, at no other place, can we better hear the
cries of those who so desperately need us to succeed.

With a prayer for new beginnings, with faith in new freedoms and with hope for new
partnerships, the people of the Holy Land welcome you.

On their behalf, I thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II
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Thank you, Mr. Haass, President of the Council on Foreign Relations. | appreciate your kind
introduction. And thank you all. I am delighted to have the opportunity to join you. This
council has actively worked for a better future for the Middle East and the world, sometimes
at great sacrifice. | hope you will allow me to express Jordan's sorrow on the loss of one of
your own, Council Fellow Arthur Helton who was killed last month in the bombing of UN
Headquarters in Baghdad. He is mourned not only by the people who knew and worked with
him, but by the many in the Middle East who drew hope from his work for refugees and
humanitarian affairs.



Like so many Americans, we in Jordan have also experienced the high price of terror this
year. Jordanians were killed and injured in the UN bombing, and two weeks before that, in
the bombing of our embassy in Baghdad, and again, before that, in the al Hamra Housing
Complex in Riyadh last May.

The friends of peace are truly on the front lines now, and it is vital that we hold that line.
Peace needs our victory, if we are to enjoy an open and secure future. That's true for the
Middle East, of course, but it is also true for the entire global system in which your country
and mine take part. The question facing us is whether the 21st century will meet its full
promise to humanity. And our actions now will play a large role in the answer.

Let me say that Jordan is proud to play a significant role in the global alliance against terror —
in revitalising the Middle East peace process and in promoting regional development. We are
also engaged in a rigorous process of domestic reform — a process that began some years ago,
and is now accelerating.

Our basic aim is a society that empowers its people, and offers opportunity to all. That means
an inclusive, democratic civil society, one that provides real hope. To achieve this, we are
taking action on a broad spectrum of issues. We have invested heavily in education. To spur
growth, we are empowering the private sector to be a full participant in the economy. And we
are building a more responsive, efficient public sector.

Of course, for reform to last, democratic consent must be built right in. As some of you
know, there were extreme regional uncertainties after September 11, which caused our
parliamentary elections to be postponed. | publicly pledged that Jordan would hold elections
as soon as possible. And I am pleased to say that elections were held, last June. Political
participation was actively encouraged, and in the event, voter turnout approached 60 per cent.
That is, | understand, above the average for the most recent congressional elections in the
U.S.

Democracy, of course, is not an event. It is a process. We know it doesn't happen overnight,
and it involves many more elements than elections. A key aspect is respect for human rights,
civil liberties, and the due role of women. | am committed to protecting and accelerating
these objectives. Jordan has established a new Center for Human Rights, as well as an
independent Higher Media Council. Women's representation was guaranteed in the new
Parliament.

The course that Jordan is charting is intended to meet our people's expectations and needs,
but it can have a larger impact, as well. | believe we are creating a model process, a model
that can benefit our entire region. The basic template is designed to offer real solutions to real
needs — political and economic stability, economic growth, and genuine social empowerment.
The Jordan model builds on our society's strengths, values and history while it reaches out to
global opportunities. I believe this model can be an effective path toward democracy and
prosperity, for a region that is tired of dead-ends and despair.



Central to Jordan's identity is that of an Arab and Islamic country. What does that mean?
Extremists, within the Muslim world and outside it as well, will tell you that Islam teaches
intolerance, condones — even demands violence — and rejects modernisation and progress.
Jordanians will tell you that this is, plain and simply, false.

The truth is that from its very earliest days, Islam has called on its faithful to lead lives of
peace and tolerance. Far from sanctioning the killing of innocents, our faith condemns it.
Long before the 20th century's Geneva Conventions on war, Muslim soldiers were given
strict rules of conduct to protect civilians. Generations of Muslim schoolchildren learn a
famous speech of the Prophet's first successor, Abu Bakr. He commands integrity, forbids the
killing of innocents of any faith and bans wanton destruction. “Do not betray, do not deceive,
do not bludgeon and maim, do not kill a child, nor a woman, nor an old man,” he instructed.
“Do not burn; do not cut down a fruit tree. ... if you come across communities who have
consecrated themselves to the Christian church, leave them.”

Like millions of other Muslims, | was taught the ideals of honour, justice, tolerance and
mercy; they remained my most basic principles when | became a soldier, and I still follow
them today.

It is also untrue that Islam forbids its believers from engaging constructively in the modern
world. The Quran and Hadith — traditions of the Prophet — support a dynamic faith of
discourse and interpretation. From the earliest times, believers were called on to discuss,
reason and apply the principles of their faith to the real world around them. The Golden Age
of Islam was built upon a rationalist, liberal tradition, and it created a thriving, multi-ethnic
civilisation. Islamic scholars set milestones in medicine, astronomy, science and social justice
that paved the way for the European Renaissance. Great Arab cities provided refuge and new
ideas to travellers from around the world. Muslim, Christian and Jewish scholars, like the
great Jewish philosopher Maimonides, worked together in the royal courts.

In the 14th century, a new kind of orthodoxy came to power, which closed the door on debate
and discovery. Yet the age-old, positive traditions of Islam never died. And today, they
provide another path — a path that respects diversity, pioneers new ideas, and empowers its
people. It is this path, which inspires Jordan's reforms, and this path demands we speak out
against hatred, and for peace.

My friends, if there were no other reason, Jordan's Islamic values would still make us want to
take the lead against extremism and terrorism. But we are also awake to a special heritage.
From our soil, the Levant, faith in one God — the united belief of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam — took root and spread across the world. Today, we believe our soil can also be the
seedbed of new tolerance and hope.

Today, the vast majority of the world's Muslims are people of peace. So, the question might
be asked, how does extremism arise? As in all matters that involve religion, politics, and



society, there is no easy answer. But one thing is clear: too many of our people, especially
young people, feel great despair. They are cut off from the opportunities that make the 21st
century so promising. They are demoralised by the lack of development and reform. And they
are deeply embittered by the continuing occupation of Palestine. Many feel that the failure to
end this injustice, an injustice that is so deeply felt by the Arab people, both Christians and
Muslims means that Americans are indifferent to their suffering. Ongoing violence, in Iraqg as
well as in Israel and Palestine, fuels the fires of radicalism. To end terror, to find global
peace, we must heal these causes of division, and create new sources of hope.

Ours is a time of genuine possibilities for progress. But we must act now.

In Iraq, it is urgent that the friends of freedom win the peace. That means more than
economic reconstruction; it means establishing a credible, legitimate government. The
formation of the Interim Governing Authority in Iraq is a positive step in the right direction.
But the ultimate objective must be a political process that will lead to an Iragi government
that is freely selected by the Iraqi people.

It is also urgent that we resolve the central crisis in the region, and that is the Arab-Israeli
conflict. This cycle of violence remains the region's major obstacle to peace and
development. Palestinian suffering has become a worldwide recruiting poster for extremist
terror. It is time to shut the recruiters down.

Three months ago, in Agaba, Palestinians and Israelis affirmed their sincere intent to pursue
the road to peace. The roadmap has been sanctioned by the international community. To the
Israelis, the roadmap offers collective security guarantees by all Arabs; a peace treaty and
normal relations with Arab states; and an end to the conflict. To the Palestinians, it offers an
end to the occupation; a viable, independent state by 2005; and the promise to live as a free
and prospering people.

Implementing this will take more than words. It will take action. | need hardly say that so far,
we have seen only modest steps. And these modest steps have all been actions that we've seen
before — actions that could be, and were, later reversed.

What is needed instead are steps that will place the roadmap on an irreversible course to
Palestinian statehood, Israeli security, and prosperity for all in the Middle East. This will take
real commitment, commitment that will test not just our resources but our leadership as well.
And we must act now. Each time the process falters, we draw dangerously near to a time
when, regardless of the good intentions of all, the President's objective of a two-state solution
will no longer be viable. There must be no more missed opportunities.

My Friends,



We are now well on our way, into a new century. And across the globe, we face stark
choices. One vision is of freedom and openness —a human community based on respect for
others and growing opportunity. Opposed to this vision is another: a world order that is based
on violent disorder — the path of division and decay.

Those who believe in peace must now stand together. To you, | say: you can count on Jordan.
In the war on terror, our countries have a strong strategic relationship; part of a significant
global alliance, and it is succeeding. And, as we fight against terror, we are also working to
deliver on something better — the promise of moderation, freedom and reform.

Today, the people of the Middle East are searching for new hope, hope for a future of
prosperity and peace. We have seen the danger and destruction of violence, hatred, and
injustice. But we have also seen what people can achieve when they are empowered, when
they communicate, exercise their creativity, build knowledge and reach out to others.

This positive course is the one we have set in Jordan. But we are also looking to you, our
partners and friends. Together, | believe that we can succeed in creating a 21st century of
justice and peace.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah Il
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Your Majesties,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you. It is an honour and pleasure to join you. | am grateful to the members of the
institute for this opportunity to share some thoughts with you and to contribute to what |
believe is a very important dialogue between our countries.

The Swedish model is evidence of the strong, positive impact that a determined people can
have on world events. Your country is a global leader in promoting and protecting human
rights. Sweden has played a major role in promoting peace and development, not only in
Europe but around the world. Swedish business has won an international reputation for
quality and innovation. And your leaders are honoured everywhere for their courage,
integrity, and sacrifice. Over the decades, Sweden gave the world Count Folke Bernadotte,
Dag Hammarskjold, Olof Palme, and Anna Lindh ... and millions mourned with you their
passing.



Your country has achieved its reputation despite the fact that it is not the largest country or
the richest or the most populous. It achieved its standing, | believe, because of its moral
energy and commitment to humanity - a deep commitment to recognising the equal dignity of
all peoples ... whether in one's neighbourhood or across the world.

Many years ago, the noted Swedish economist Gunnar Myrdal said something interesting
about this moral commitment. He was speaking about the need for developed countries to
take action, to help end the deep division between rich and poor nations. But, Myrdal argued,
such aid would never be sufficient if it were only given for reasons of national interest.
Action had to have a moral dimension as well. Policymakers, as well as citizens, need to
think in terms of “human solidarity and compassion.”

Today, people understand, more than ever before, how interlinked our world is. We still face
deep global gaps ... between rich and poor; free and unfree; on-line and off. Yet events have
shown developed and developing nations alike, that we do not live in isolation. We share a

common fate and future. In the 21st Century — for all nations — "national interest” itself has a
moral dimension, because we cannot fully succeed unless we accept our common humanity.

It is because Sweden understands this reality that your country has become such a global
powerhouse of ideas and impact. And your success has a special resonance in Jordan. We too
are far from the largest or the richest or the most populous country in our region. But we
believe that with determination, with energy, we can achieve our own impact, at a critical
time.

Today, Jordan has committed itself to a path of development, progress, and peace. We have
spoken out, boldly, in the name of tolerance and justice. We have taken risks for peace in our
region and around the world. And we have embarked on an extensive programme of
economic, political and social reform.

Jordan's basic goal is a society that empowers its people, and offers opportunity to all. That
means an inclusive, democratic civil society, one that provides real hope and real solutions —
political and economic stability, economic growth, and genuine social empowerment. We
know this is not a one-step, simple path; it requires structural reforms throughout society. But
that effort is underway, and it is accelerating. | believe we are creating a model process that
can benefit the Arab world as a whole; a model that can be an effective path toward
democracy and prosperity, for a region that is tired of dead-ends and despair.

The Jordan model reaches out to take advantage of global opportunities and partnerships. But
I must point out to you that its roots are in our own society's strengths, values and history.
Central to this heritage is Jordan's identity as an Islamic nation. This identity provides us with
core, positive values — values like tolerance and acceptance of others; concern for the
oppressed; respect for men and women alike. From Islam's earliest history, these are the
values that enriched our culture, inspired scholarship and scientific advances and created a



thriving, multi-ethnic civilisation. And, as we move into the future, these are the values that
will create innovative, knowledge-rich, opportunity-enhancing societies.

I know that this is not the description of Islam you will hear from extremists, or from those
who hate Islam. But they are wrong — as wrong as those who believe that the world's
civilisations cannot meet and work together. Indeed, Sweden's own experience shows that a
people can deeply love their own traditions and culture, while opening their minds and doors
to others. Sweden is now home to some 300,000 Muslims — people of peace, like the majority
of Muslims worldwide, people who are playing active roles in their communities, nation and
world.

It has never been more important than today for our people to reach out to each other. If we
are to create a future of freedom and opportunity for all, we must strengthen our ties and
work together more effectively.

In Europe, barriers to the free flow of goods, capital, and people have long been removed.
Human rights; democratic, pluralistic values; and social welfare are, more and more,
continent-wide concerns. This infrastructure of ideas binds European countries, and it also
provides a framework for its partnerships with other nations and regions.

One such partnership is the one between Europe and the countries of the Southern
Mediterranean. The ongoing Barcelona Process commits our regions to work together for
peace and stability, improve mutual understanding and tolerance, and create shared economic
prosperity. This partnership is vital for both regions' futures.

I am proud that Jordan was the first Mashrek country to conclude an Association Agreement
with the EU. This partnership between our countries reflects our shared values, and the
positive benefits for our countries of increased cooperation. An important step is the
progressive creation, by 2010, of a Free Trade Area between Jordan and EU countries.
Europe is Jordan's major trade partner — and let me say that Sweden plays a significant and
welcome role.

We believe that we can increase trade volumes with Europe — right now, these are about a
third of our imports and less than four percent of our exports. We are also grateful for the
support that we receive from the union during this period, as reforms transform our economy
in the lead-up to the free trade area.

Jordan is committed and on the path to an open, thriving economy. But let me speak clearly.
My friends, the Middle East cannot fully experience reform and development, and our global
system cannot be fully secure until two critical conflicts are resolved.

In Iraq, it is urgent that the friends of freedom win the peace. That means swift, effective
reconstruction and the establishment of a credible, legitimate government. The ultimate



objective must be a political process that will lead to an Iraqi government that is freely
selected by the Iraqi people.

Now and in the months ahead, humanitarian aid is essential for the healing. | know that
Sweden has actively contributed, and for this, may | say, thank you. Your concern and your
actions send an important message throughout the region, a message of justice and humanity.

The international community must also solve, and solve now, the central crisis in our region —
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Stagnation in the Middle East; extremism around the world — these are products of a cycle of
violence that has dragged on far too long. Efforts to promote moderation and offer new hope
cannot fully succeed while this conflict continues.

People on both sides of the conflict desperately want peace and security. And four months
ago, in Agaba, Palestinians and Israelis affirmed their sincere intent to pursue the road to
peace. The roadmap has been sanctioned by the international community. To the Israelis, the
roadmap offers collective security guarantees by all Arabs; a peace treaty and normal
relations with Arab states; and an end to the conflict. To the Palestinians, it offers an end to
the occupation; a viable, independent state by 2005; and the promise to live as a free and
prospering people.

The roadmap must now be implemented. That will require real commitment, from the
international community as well as the parties — commitment that will test our leadership,
resources, and yes, our deepest morality. We cannot afford any more missed opportunities.

My friends,

Today, the people of the Middle East are searching for new hope, hope for a future of
prosperity and peace. Over sixty per cent of the population of the Arab World is under 25
years of age. Our young people, like yours, deserve to fulfil their hopes, and not be held
hostage to the past.

We have seen the danger and destruction of violence, hatred, and injustice. But we have also
seen what people can achieve when they are empowered, when they communicate, exercise
their creativity, build knowledge and reach out to others.

It is up to all of us, working together, to create the promise of the 21st Century ... a world of
freedom and openness ... a human community based on respect for others and growing
opportunity. Prosperity and peace require us to reject the politics of isolation and division.
Only a new partnership, the partnership of human solidarity, can succeed.

Thank you very much.



Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah I1

At the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting
SwitzerlandDavos

23 January 2004

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Thank you, Professor, and thank you all. Let me say what a pleasure and an honour it is to
join you again and to participate in these sessions. We are deeply grateful to you, Professor,
for making this kind of global exchange a world-shaping force for the 21st century.

And let me say too, that Jordanians are extremely proud of their partnership with your
institution. The Jordan Valley hosted the forum's successful extraordinary annual meeting last
June. And we are looking forward to welcoming all of you, again this year, when the forum
meets at the Dead Sea in May. | invite you to join us to articulate our shared determination to
bridge divides, build trust and forge ahead with the new vision of peace, security and
prosperity.

Friends,

Every meeting of the forum these days seems to come at a time of special challenge. It has
been fifteen years since the end of the Cold War, and we are still struggling to create a world
of security and freedom. Conflicts and crises, of poverty, violence and division, have
shadowed our new century's promise. Yet, in this week's meetings, and in many other
multinational arenas, you will hear a tremendous amount of consensus on core solutions.
People know what is needed and how to achieve it. In politics, economics and the
environment, in science, technology and society, there's been a global march forward, despite
the world's problems. We agree on the urgency of bridging global economic and cultural
divides, expanding development and building democracy. There is equally broad agreement
on security issues, on the need to deal with regional conflicts, address the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction and unite in the face of terrorism.

Friends,

The time has come, however, to turn the emerging moral consensus on global development
and security into practical and genuine achievement. Today's global dialogue must become a
partnership for action, for a new political will, and new mechanisms that will make our
commitments real.

Peace, equity and justice, are not just lofty goals. They are critical to the security of every
nation, the success of every private enterprise and NGO, and the opportunities and hopes of
every individual. These are the foundations of an open, global society. And that world is put
at risk every day that we waste by inaction.



I am a believer in specifics, so let me suggest a few. First, conflict resolution. Recent history
in Iraq, the Balkans and elsewhere, clearly shows the need to strengthen the multilateral
political system. International structures should be made robust enough to do the job we ask
of them, helping to broker peace and build nations.

We should also be closely coordinating international security arrangements within a
collective approach. This would allow us to take the lead in setting the priorities in the war on
terror.

In the economic dimension, we all know that opportunity is a powerful force in giving people
a stake in a peaceful future. It is in our hands to create a global growth economy, access to
education and technology, and, most important, justice, to show young people, that ours is a
world of fairness, openness and hope. The Millennium Development Goals need to be
reinforced with new benchmarks for assessing progress, for ensuring better and fairer trade,
and for forging new global links.

This kind of commitment to cooperative, dynamic action, is very real to many of us in the
Arab world. We know that we must make tangible strides in human development, for the
sake of our people and for the sake of our future. Today, the average growth in the region is
slower than other developing countries. At the same time, with more than half of the Arab
population under the age of 18, almost 6 million new job seekers enter the labour force each
year. Average unemployment rates are now above 15 per cent. This means that there are not
enough jobs and there is not enough hope.

It takes all sectors to address these issues. A responsive, transparent governance, an
educational system dedicated to excellence, and a vigorous private sector that can harness the
region's tremendous human potential.

Recently, the Arab Business Council of the World Economic Forum has brought together
private-sector representatives from across the region. In Agaba last month, the council drafted
a blueprint for action to support economic growth. | understand that it has been adopted here
at Davos. It includes initiatives for educational and judicial reform, and an explicit call to
governments to commit to openness and freedom. The Arab Business Council is also building
bridges with other private sector groups around the world.

Next month, members of the council will join me in Malaysia to cement an emerging
partnership with the New Asian Leaders, a new body of the World Economic Forum,
officially launched earlier this morning here in Davos.

But we all know that economic remedies on their own cannot yield long-term results if they
are not paired with serious political and social liberalisation. Initiative, excellence and

innovation cannot take hold in closed societies.

Friends,



We cannot talk about growth and stability in my region, or the globe, we cannot take
effective action for reform and development, without addressing a core conflict that threatens
our world, the long and hateful cycle of violence between Israelis and Palestinians. As in
other global concerns, the world knows the right thing to do. Last year, both parties and the
international community recognised the path set forth by the Arab Summit resolution and the
Road Map. This initiative provides clear principles and mechanisms for a just and lasting
solution: two secure states, Israeli withdrawal from the Palestinian territories and dismantling
of settlements, two capitals in Jerusalem, and an agreed solution to the refugee issue. This is
the unavoidable road to peace.

Now, with every day of delay, there is harm to the region and the world. For those involved,
much is at stake: families and communities destroyed, and youthful hope that is lost to
poverty and despair. For the international community, there is also a lot at stake, the future of
global peace, and the credibility of the world's commitment to global justice. The
international community cannot afford to let the collective suicide of Palestinians and Israelis
feed rage and violence in the region and the world. That means rejecting terror, but also
condemning repression. And it means moving forward with determination, to achieve a just
and lasting peace. It is an effort that requires the active leadership of the United States, and a
collective international alliance for peace. It would be in tune with the desires of the
overwhelming majority of Israelis. It would garner the support of the Arab states and Europe
for the Palestinian leadership. It would in fact measure our collective resolve to translate the
global moral consensus into a genuine practical achievement.

Friends,

Today we face challenges in my region and around the world, but we also face unprecedented
promise. Billions of people stand at the brink of new possibilities. This is what makes any
failure so bitter, and the sense of urgency so great. It is in our hands today to create not
simply promises, but deeds. An era of peace, a global growth economy, expanded access to
education and technology, and most important, a world of justice.

The future belongs to those who see the world in its full dimensions, an undivided sphere. On
such a globe, every point is a centre, and every centre is a person, entitled to prosper and
succeed, in peace and security. So let us defy separation and isolation. Let us avert the clash
of civilisations, and help the overlap of cultures. Let us partner for peace. But let us act now.
Thank you very much.

Thank you very much. Peace be upon you.
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Thank you, Professor, and thank you all for your kind welcome. It is a pleasure to be in
Munich once again, and an honour to be part of this forum.

Our topic, the future of the Middle East, and our dialogue are both important. Today, the
Middle East is on the frontlines, perhaps it is the frontline, of a global struggle for peace and
development. In solving long-term conflicts, in achieving genuine development and reform,
in living up to the values of our faith and heritage; in all these ways the Arab world is
engaged in a great enterprise. The results will impact the entire world. And we who are on
that frontline look to the friends of peace and freedom for your support and partnership.

Today, | would like to give you a brief situation report. Let me begin with the core challenge:
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict. Given the headlines from elsewhere in the region, some of
you may wonder if this is, indeed, still at the core. Let me assure you, it remains central to the
region and the world. No other conflict has cast such long shadows on our globe, or been
used to cause such division, or promoted such bitterness. The time has come to put a stop to
the long and hateful cycle of violence.

In fact, the contours of a historic reconciliation are before us. It involves a two-state solution,
in which an independent Palestinian state lives in peaceful coexistence alongside a secure and
recognised Israel within the 1967 frontiers. As you know, the Arab League collectively
endorsed this proposal with full normalisation between the Arab countries and Israel.
Mainstream Palestinians accept that the refugees’ right of return must not undermine the
demographic balance of Israel. Mainstream Israelis understand that they cannot be occupiers
of another people.

A Palestinian capital in Eastern Jerusalem would be matched by an Israeli capital in Western
Jerusalem. This is the unavoidable road to peace. The parties know it. And the extremists
know it. They are doing what they can to stop forward movement. And with every day of
delay, there is harm to the region and the world.

For us in Jordan, the crisis in Palestine is very near. From parts of my country, at night you
can see the lights of Jerusalem. Every day, our people know the suffering that is going on.
And we experience the destructive regional impact of the conflict. So, Jordan has been a
leader in the search for peace. For decades, we have taken the risks that peace requires. And
we are committed to helping achieve a real resolution.

But, friends, neither the parties, nor their neighbours, nor the region can do it alone. The
international community has a crucial role. To achieve a just and lasting peace requires the
active leadership of the United States, and more, it requires a collective international alliance
for peace. We share a commitment to peace and stability. We share respect for human dignity
and security. Now we must share the leadership in achieving these values. Such an alliance
can secure the future of Palestine and Israel, bolster peace and stability in the Middle East



and promote the security interests of free nations worldwide. It is time to act, and time to
succeed.

This brings me to a second regional challenge, the challenge of development. Reports show
that per capita income has actually shrunk in the Arab countries during the last 20 years. One
of every five Arabs lives on less than $2 a day, and in the labour force, one in seven is
unemployed. Youth, who are more than sixty percent of the population, can be especially
vulnerable. When young people lose hope, they can turn to apathy or violence, and either
course threatens the drive for reform and the move towards modernity.

It takes a collective Arab effort to address these issues. And, indeed, historic opportunities are
before us. They include educational systems dedicated to excellence, responsive, transparent
governance, a vigorous private sector that can harness the region's tremendous human
potential and other positive programmes.

We look to ourselves to create our own future. But our friends around the globe can also
make a vital contribution. When the international community supports those of us who are
engaged in reform, when it supports development, it helps create a climate of justice and
hope — the necessary environment for security in the region and the world.

Hope is not merely material. This leads me to say a few words about the Islamic faith that is
central to Jordan's identity. Recent years have brought new dialogue in the West about the
nature of Islam. Some believe that Muslims are forbidden from engaging constructively in the
modern world. Jordanians will tell you that is untrue. From its earliest days, Islam pioneered
a path that respected diversity and tolerance, promoted new ideas and empowered its people.
This is the true Islam, and these values a are why Jordanians speak out against hatred, why
we were among the first to condemn 9/11 absolutely and without reservation, and why we
have taken the lead against extremism and terrorism.

Jordanians partake of a special heritage: From our soil, the Levant, faith in one God, the
united belief of Judaism, Christianity and Islam took root and spread across the world. |
believe that what is taking root in the Middle East today can also impact the world. If we
succeed, and success will require all of us, this may be a century in which billions more
people have access to the world's promise.

Professor,
Friends,

No discussion of the future of the Middle East can be complete without addressing the
prospects for Iraq. Here as well it is urgent that the friends of freedom win the peace. That
means more than replacing the old failed structure. There must be sustainable security,
security in which Iraqis are able to resolve their own problems peacefully. It is not a question
of how fast an election is held, but how well the governing institutions are built. It is the
substance, not the pace of change that will ultimately define success.



As Irag's neighbours, we bear a specific responsibility: to do all that is in our capability, to
help the men and women of Iraq achieve the foundations for self-determination. This is the
path to a free and prospering future, one that can benefit Iragis and help opportunity flourish
across the region. It is the path to Iraq's historic place: a great country, of knowledge and
opportunities, within the family of Arab and Middle Eastern nations.

My friends,

We are now well on our way into a new century. It was entered, in the words of UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, “Through a gate of fire.” Ahead lies the promise of freedom, human
rights, global justice and development — if we make the right decisions now.

Those who believe in peace must stand together. To you, | say: you can count on Jordan. As
we fight against terror, we are also working to deliver on something better, the promise of
moderation, freedom and reform. We are working for new hope, hope for a future of
prosperity and peace. As that future takes root and flourishes in my region, it will spread its
benefits throughout the world.

In a recent speech, US Secretary of State Colin Powell said, “We fight terrorism because we
must, but we seek a better world because we can”. And | am sure that you all agree, for the
aspirations of men and women across the world are much the same, and so should their
opportunities be. We must now deliver on that promise, and work together to face the risks
and the new dangers.

Jordan is reaching out to you on this agenda. We want your support, but we also want to
support you in the march towards our common goals. For what we are facing, is indeed, a
shared destiny but more importantly, a shared commitment for freedom, security and peace.

Thank you very much.
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Thank you, Richard. I am really grateful Mr. Shultz for your kind words; and thank you for
the Key of the City of San Francisco, Mayor Newsom. Thank you all for your warm
welcome. | am honoured by this award. And I hope you won't take it back if | tell you that
I'm afraid | don't qualify any more. I am on the other side of 40. They say mine is the age
when there is nothing left to learn the hard way ... but I'm not sure that's right.

So I hope you'll just take me as | am — and accept my deepest thanks. It is a pleasure to be
here in San Francisco, and a great privilege to be part of a Commonwealth Club forum. We



are meeting here some 101 years after this Club was founded. That's over one hundred years
of debate and discussion on every major event of the 20th Century and now, the 21st Century
as well.

The people who founded the Commonwealth Club could not have known the vast changes
that would happen to their world. But they had a more important vision: they understood the
power of knowledge, and the need for dialogue, and the role of responsible citizens in
shaping the world.

Now we meet together to look ahead. And | can guarantee you that even if we don't know
what the earth will look like a hundred years from now, we do know one thing: dialogue, and
discussion, and citizenship — on a global scale — will be key to getting it right.

These are indeed testing times. The great threat of nuclear confrontation between rival
superpowers is behind us. But a new constellation of challenges has arisen: weapons of mass
destruction ... global terrorism ... violence and war ... health and environmental problems ...
global economic and financial crises.

Yet there is also terrific promise. Breakthroughs in human knowledge, innovation,
communication and education ... new tools for economic development ... a new willingness
to challenge old assumptions and divisions. These all give us new opportunities, opportunities
to move in new directions and create real solutions for our world.

Ours is the most information-rich, instantaneous, borderless time in the world's history.
Creative thinkers, entrepreneurs, humanitarians and risk-takers have the power to transform
people’s lives — not just in one small corner of our world, but everywhere. This gives us a
special responsibility; a responsibility to act together in the common interest, a responsibility
to make sure that all people share in the promise that our new century offers.

Creating that new promise requires vision and visionaries, gifted leaders who see the patterns
in our world's chaos — and use their vision to illuminate and inspire others. Futurists like
Cisco CEO John Chambers, who knows technology can help bridge the gap between rich and
poor. Wise men like UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, whose words and deeds are lighting
a way to a more just and safer world. Moral guides like Shereen Ebadi who won the Nobel
Prize for Peace last year, and seeks to establish dynamic roles for Muslim women.

In my part of the world, like yours, we are looking to such visionaries — people with the
courage to visualise positive change, and the commitment to achieve it. That is the legacy of
our greatest peacemakers, my late father, His Majesty King Hussein and the late Yitzhak
Rabin.

King Hussein's unceasing energy made Jordan a leader in the search for justice and progress.
Today, we and you have a chance to take that process forward. That means articulating a
clear, positive vision for the Middle East. It means renewing the values so eloquently taught



by the three faiths that came out of the Holy Land. And it means a genuine commitment to
act to make peace real.

My friends,

It is time to break out of the cycle of violence, a cycle that continually takes us back to a past
of despair and division. For Israel, it's time to end the occupation and stop the futile effort to
humble Palestinians into submission. For the Palestinian leadership, it is time to act
responsibly for peace and reform their political institutions.

For both parties it is time to listen to the people, Israelis and the Palestinians, who tell us so
clearly: “Give us security, peace and justice.” Israel needs to take the risk for a peace that
would create two states, living side by side. The United States needs to clearly and explicitly
commit to a Palestinian state.

Some observers are pessimistic about the near future. They question the willingness of the
United States to re-engage seriously in the peace process and press for the implementation of
the Road Map, prior to next November's election. They predict the collapse of the Palestinian
Authority and an end to the prospect of delivering a two-state solution.

There is good reason to disagree. We are witnessing changes in the Arab world that are
removing all strategic security threats to Israel. The Arab peace declaration commits all Arab
countries to accept peace with Israel, and a balanced lasting solution to the conflict. It also
provides for collective security guarantees for Israel, for an end to the occupation and the
creation of a viable, independent Palestinian state. It calls for an agreed solution to the
refugee question, and a Jerusalem that is shared and open to all faiths. This is the future that
would give both Palestinians and Israelis the security and peace they need.

Friends,

If the common ground we used to stand on no longer seems solid, let us seek new common
ground for our collective efforts. Now we need success, and success requires the active
leadership of the United States, and a collective international alliance for peace.

In my region, the stakes are plain. For far too long, the Arab-Israeli conflict has cast its dark
clouds over regional development. The Middle East desperately needs peace, prosperity and
modernity. To address these issues will take new vision, and brave visionaries. Visionaries
who can foster responsive, transparent governance ... dedicate our educational systems to
excellence ... and encourage the vigorous private sector that can harness the region's
tremendous human potential.

Such reform is in our own hands, and I can tell you, it is underway. But what we do is greatly
affected by what the international community does and doesn't do. Your support can
encourage reform. Even more important, your actions can nurture peace and justice in the



region — creating an environment that offers hope to our young people and lets them share in
the world's promise.

We in Jordan are already committed to the work of reform. It's driven by a vision, a vision
that builds on our society's strengths, values and history, while it reaches out to global
opportunities. And we are succeeding. Jordan has a workforce that is now, per capita, more
computer-literate and entrepreneurial, and better educated than most of the developing
countries. We are embracing innovation and enterprise. Jordan is the first Arab country to
sign a free trade area agreement with the United States of America. That agreement has
already started contributing to economic growth and opportunity.

Thanks to these and other efforts, my country is in a good position to seize the opportunities
of the new century. | believe that the Jordan model can be an effective one for our entire
region. And success in our region can pave the way for a global expansion of security and
peace.

The challenge ahead is a big one, and the voices of despair and division are very, very loud.
But with vision, with visionaries, | believe we will prevail. We can raise the voices of reason
and dialogue. We can deliver the benefits of this century to those who are less fortunate. We
can bring peace and security to those who are suffering. And if we do, when we do, we will
make this time of conflict and uncertainty into a real age of opportunity and promise.

Thank you very much.
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Mr. President,

Thank you for this opportunity to meet with you today and discuss vital issues of mutual
interest to both our countries.

I remain very concerned about the critical phase our region is passing through. It is very
important for the moderate voices seeking peace in our region to prevail, so that we can break
out of the cycle of violence which has held us back for too long, and put the region on a new
path to stability and prosperity.

I would like to outline the Jordanian position on the peace process, particularly in view of
recent developments. We feel that any unilateral Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and the West
Bank should be part of the road map, and should lead to the achievement of your vision of a
two-state solution.



Let me stress that a viable, sovereign, and independent Palestinian state on the basis of the
1967 borders is also in Jordan's national interest. Failing to achieve such an outcome will
invoke other options all of which will endanger my country's interests and that of the Region.
This is one of the reasons why Jordan insists on a two-state solution, and why it supports the
road map as the mechanism to get there. Jordan remains committed to a final and
comprehensive permanent status agreement based on the foundations of the Madrid
conference, the principle of land for peace, UN Security Council Resolutions 242, 338 and
1397, agreements reached by the parties, and the Arab Initiative, endorsed by the Beirut Arab
League Summit.

Jordan also believes all final status issues, including borders, refugees, Jerusalem and
settlements should be a matter for the parties to decide. | am encouraged by what I heard
from you today that these issues are not to be prejudiced, and should be mutually agreed by
the parties.

In the context of the road map, | want to assure you, Mr. President, that Jordan is ready to do
its part in assisting the Palestinian Authority to rebuild its capability and assume full control
of the security situation.

Jordan stands shoulder to shoulder with the United States and the international community in
our common fight against terrorism. We cannot allow the terrorists political agenda to
succeed, and we assure you that Jordan will continue to do its utmost to help win this cause.

Jordan is committed to support Iraqis in their quest to regain their sovereignty, rebuild their
institutions, and establish a society based on freedom and democracy. The stability, unity and
territorial integrity of Iraq is an objective we both share, and we are determined to achieve it.

Jordan is also committed to a process of political and economic reform in the region. We
have adopted a far-reaching plan that addresses the key areas of good governance, political
freedoms, women's rights, judicial reform, educational reform, and the liberalization of the
economy. We also are strongly committed to a key role by civil society. Our aim is to move
towards a system that respects diversity and guarantees pluralism at all times, so that
democracy is not used by any who might opt to subject to it once and then deny it to others.

Mr. President, the leadership of the United States is crucial in all our efforts to reach a just
and lasting peace in the Middle East. | want to thank you again for this opportunity and I am
determined to work with you to achieve this goal in a timely manner.
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Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you all for your warm welcome; and Lester, thank you for that very kind introduction.
It is a pleasure to be in Chicago. To me, and so many others around the globe, this is one of
the world's great cities — a global hub of ideas, of business, of innovation and outreach. Its
rich diversity shows the strength of an open society. Its great universities teach the power of
reason and dialogue.

And its baseball teams ... well, its baseball teams ... prove the enduring human spirit of
hope.

It is a special honour to join all of you this evening. The Economic Club of Chicago and the
Chicago Council on Foreign Relations are respected across the world. Your members have
helped create a global forum on the most urgent issues of our time: inclusion, peace and
prosperity.

That dialogue is critical for the 21st Century — critical, because today, countries large and
small, rich and poor are influencing where our global system is headed. As people's actions
impact events, so do their ideas, aspirations and relationships. We cannot afford
misunderstanding and rejection. We must reach out to each other in open respect. Think of
our world as an ocean of multiple, crossing, political and economic currents with intermittent
storms. Navigating in this environment demands good communication. And this is especially
important when it comes to the future of the Middle East.

As some of you may know, I've just come from the Sea Island meetings of the Group of
Eight. For those of us in the Middle East who are working for modernisation and reform, it
was a chance to articulate our goals and the changes in our region. For the G-8 nations, it was
a chance to explore new ways to support these positive efforts — efforts which will benefit not
only the Mid-East, but indeed, the entire global system.

I am pleased to tell you that we had very productive meetings and outcomes. | believe we laid
a foundation for a new partnership for progress, one that will support development, peace and
stability in the Middle East.

Reform is an essential part of my region's future, and I'd like to say a few words about that.
Today, most Arabs agree that reform is vital. Arabs also agree that for reform to succeed, it
must emerge from within our own societies. And leadership for such reform has emerged. In
support of freedom and tolerance. In favour of transparent, responsive, accountable
governance. For a civil society where human rights, gender equality and the rule of law are
all respected.

And may | also say these are the deepest values of Islam. They are the historic values that
drove the ancient Arab world's humanism, and its pioneering civic development. They are the



values that, today, make millions of Muslims great citizens, here in America and around the
world. Indeed, Islam's core values are essential features of healthy, stable democracy
everywhere. The equal dignity of all people; respect for reason and law; tolerance; personal
responsibility: these and other principles can drive, and are driving, a new era of progress in
the Middle East.

I am pleased that in Tunis last month, the Arab League concurred in the need for reform. And
today, leadership for regional reform is moving forward. The new partnership of Sea Island
will provide needed support for key initiatives. Over the next few months, we will be
working together on measures to support entrepreneurship, micro-finance, education, gender
equality and democracy.

But we must not think only in terms of individual programmes. There must also be a strong
framework — a recovery plan that can give people, especially youth, a sense that they will
share in the promise of our time. I'm talking about a Marshall Plan, as it were, for the
recovery of the Middle East.

As most of you know, the original Marshall Plan reached out to the people of Europe at a
time of tremendous scarcity and despair. It was a time when the forces of a closed world were
actively trying to take advantage of people's hopelessness and fear. But the Marshall Plan
gave Europeans the support they needed to build strong, free societies. And the great free
world alliance that resulted kept liberty secure.

What could be a better description of what is needed now for the Middle East?

Months before the tragedy of September 11, | challenged American friends to consider a new
Marshall Plan, one that would give the Middle East the tools it needs to resist the global
enemies of tolerance and peace. That plan is needed now more than ever, to give people
hope, and offer them an alternative to hate and division.

At Sea Island, we also reaffirmed the need for peace — and soon. This means a just, lasting,
and comprehensive settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict. The details are known and clear: A
two-state solution based upon UN Resolutions 242, 338 and 425. A free, sovereign, viable,
democratic and contiguous Palestine. Security for Israel to live in peace with its neighbours.
A process that will allow for a comprehensive settlement to emerge; one that will also
address the Syrian and Lebanese tracks.

My friends, | know that these days our newspapers are filled with other concerns; other
bloodshed. We must move forward in building a legitimate, inclusive and effective political
process in Iraq. But make no mistake about it: the Arab-Israeli conflict remains the central
hurdle to peace and progress in my region, and in the world. While its violence and despair
continue, extremists will continue to spread their hatred and division. It is time to listen to the
people, Israelis and Palestinians, who tell us so clearly: “Give us security, peace and justice.”



The goals | have been speaking about, peace and reform have been a central focus for Jordan.
We are at peace with our neighbours. And we have committed to a modern, tolerant, open
society.

In the economy, we have encouraged innovation, enterprise and partnership with the private
sector. Jordan was the first Arab country to sign a free trade area agreement with the US, and
that agreement has already contributed significantly to economic growth and opportunity.

In education, our focus is on empowering youth. Today, whether in busy urban centres or
remote desert communities, you'll find students surfing the Internet. First graders are learning
English as a second language. University students are learning information technologies and
the skills of critical thinking.

The American University of Jordan is one of the initiatives that Rania and | have great hope
for. This private, non-profit institution is scheduled to open in 2009. It will be partnered with
leading US institutions; it will be open to all students in the region; and it will adopt the
standards of world-class scholarship: open inquiry; freedom of thought and freedom of
expression.

In these efforts and others, Jordan is showing what a home-grown Arab-Islamic model can
accomplish.

My friends,

Great opportunities lie ahead. A world where all people share in the promise of human
knowledge; participate in global prosperity and growth and fulfil their human potential. This
is our goal in Jordan, and this is Jordan's goal for the Middle East.

It is time that we move forward to peace, stability and development. Together, | believe we
have the partnership to succeed. Our region, and our world, deserves no less.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah I1

At the Anglo-Arab Organisation

UK London

02 July 2004

Thank you, Nadhmi. And thank you all for that warm welcome. | am delighted to be here
tonight. Nadhmi, you and your organisation are to be congratulated for all you have done to
strengthen Anglo-Arab friendship — for encouraging young Arabs to be great citizens - and
for promoting an important dialogue.



The Anglo-Arab Organisation has a critical mission at a critical time. Never has it been more
urgent that the British and Arab people reach out, celebrate our shared values, and work
together for prosperity and peace.

There was an era when the world's countries were genuinely isolated from one other. Before
instant communications and global mobility. When East and West knew each other only at a
distance. And what we knew, we often learned by hearsay.

In 1154, the Arab geographer, Al Idrisi, described a mysterious northern place called
Angleterre. “This is a great island,” he wrote, “shaped like the head of an ostrich. ... Its
people are hardy, resolute and enduring. ... The winter there is permanent.”

Stories about bad British weather began in the 12th century — who knew?

Well, today, there are more direct opportunities to understand each other. My father, His Late
Majesty King Hussein made lifetime friends here. So have 1. Our days here opened our eyes,

as my father said, to “a different world.” And in turn, | hope, we helped others see something
of the proud heritage of the Arab world.

My friends, for all of us, these bonds are vital. Ours is a time of tremendous possibilities.
Today's global relationships — trade, investment, communication, cooperation — can help our
countries meet urgent needs. For new jobs and stable, growing economies. For the benefits of
new knowledge. For hope. But our global system is not, cannot be, monolithic. It depends on
the strengths of every region; the wisdom of every country; the creativity of every person. We
cannot afford misunderstanding and division. We must work in a partnership of respect.

The people of Jordan and Britain have much in common. We believe in the rule of law and
the equal dignity of people. We want the best for our children: a world of opportunity and
security. We want to make this new century deliver on its promises: justice, prosperity and
peace.

We stand together in support of a lasting, comprehensive Middle East peace. That means a
free, sovereign, viable, democratic and contiguous Palestine. And it means security for Israel
to live in peace with its neighbours. A process that will allow for a comprehensive settlement
to emerge; one that will also address the Syrian and Lebanese tracks.

And today, especially, Jordan and Britain stand together in supporting a legitimate, inclusive
political process in Irag — and a new era of peace and freedom for that historic land.

Peace, freedom, tolerance — these ideals are deeply rooted in the British democratic tradition.
But they are also the deepest, humanistic values of the Arab world. It is a heritage that
created the golden age of Islam — a multi-ethnic civilisation that made historic advances in
scholarship and civic development. And today, this Arab Islamic heritage is driving a new era
of progress in the Middle East.



In Jordan, an extensive reform programme is well underway. We are determined to help our
people achieve their potential in every sphere. In the economy, we have encouraged
innovation, enterprise and partnership with the private sector. In education, we are
empowering youth to compete on a global basis. In the public sector, we are cementing
human rights, streamlining services and building transparent, accountable governance.

Our agenda has one main goal: to meet our people's expectations and needs. But we believe
Jordan's path can also show others what a home-grown Arab-Islamic model can accomplish.
This is essential if our region is to find an effective path towards economic development and
democracy.

Today, most Arabs agree that reform is vital. We also agree that for reform to succeed, it
must emerge from within our own societies. And leadership for reform has emerged. Creative
thinkers, entrepreneurs, humanitarians and risk-takers are opening new doors to hope. |
believe that their dynamic voices can and will drown out the preachers of cynicism and
hatred who prey on our youth.

In the Arab world, our future is our own to shape. But our friends here in Britain and
elsewhere have a vital contribution to make. International support is essential to resolving the
core Arab-Israeli conflict. Until that happens, the forces of division and despair will fight
regional progress. When you help right wrongs, when you invest in development, when you
encourage reform — you create a climate for positive change. You tell our young people:
“Global justice is real — the system can work.”

Many years ago at Sandhurst, | was told a story about Field Marshal Alexander of World War
Il fame. A friend of mine told it, I think, to illustrate typical British understatement. Towards
the end of the war, General Alexander paid a short visit to London. He went to his club,
where he ran across a very old member who had known him when he was a young officer.
“Well, well, Alex”, said the elderly gentleman to the general, “I haven't seen you around in
ages — what have you been up to?”

Now this was Field Marshal Alexander — who helped save the British army at Dunkirk — who
led the Allied forces in Tunis — who commanded the allied invasions of Sicily and Italy. But
when this kindly gentleman asked him, “What have you been up to?” — The general
answered, “Oh, I'm still soldiering.”

Well, the fact is, understatement isn't the only message of this story. I think it just might
illustrate a man who knew his job.

My friends, today we are all still soldiering: to make our global system work — to create hope
and end despair — to defeat terror and renew peace. This is our job, and it deserves our full
attention.



It is in our hands to create a world in which every human being can thrive, a world in which
all share the promise of our century. This is the hope, indeed the right, of men and women
throughout the Arab world.

With God's blessing; with faith in humanity; and with a collective will to act, | believe we can
succeed. | ask your help.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the Moscow State Institute of International Relations

Russia Moscow

03 September 2004

Thank you, Rector. And thank you all. It is good to be in Moscow again, and to see so many
friends. We come together at a time when the news is very grim. It is, indeed, a terrible and
challenging time for all of us who despise terror. My friends, let me say that all Jordanians
condemn strongly these heinous terrorist acts against innocents and children. As a father, |
can tell you that our fathers and mothers are praying with your fathers and mothers. All our
people stand with you in your grief and determination.

Friends,

It is hard to discuss global issues when such a crisis confronts us. But Rector, this university's
commitment to peace and advancement can make a real contribution to the solutions we so
desperately need. Your university is respected throughout the world for its high standards and
its distinguished faculty and graduates. To be welcomed among you is indeed an honour. It is
a special privilege to be here during this great institution's 60th anniversary.

Let me add, I do not come here alone. I'm here on behalf of all Jordanians. We feel
tremendous regard for Russia and its people. No country has done what yours has done, to
tackle tough problems and build a new future. What you have achieved is important, not just
to your own people, but to global peace and hope. To me, this respected degree is a token of
that partnership. And | thank you.

Faculty,
Students,
Distinguished Guests and Friends,

It is more than 15 years since change began sweeping this world. A spirit of reform, of new
possibilities and achievements, promised much for our future. Yet deep crises still shadow
our globe. The great evil of terrorism. Regional and ethnic conflict. Poverty and deprivation.



Never has it been more important for the friends of peace and progress to work together. To
end regional conflict; to unite against terror; to heal economic and cultural divides.

No country understands this more than Russia. Neighbour to West, East and Middle East,
your nation has a central role in our world — not just in geography, but in ideas and
movements. It is a historic heart, not only of Orthodox Christianity, but of a thriving Muslim
community. Today, 20 million Russian citizens are Muslim. Indeed, Russia was represented
at last year's global Islamic Conference by no less than President Putin.

We have all seen how extremists are promoting their power agenda. They divide the world
into hostile camps, and actively work to build new walls and mental partitions. But — as
Russia has shown even at great times of challenge — positive change begins when walls come
down, when minds open up, when we reach out to each other in mutual respect. In this
regard, | applaud President Putin and so many of you, for rejecting Islamophobia. And | hope
you will work with us to bridge this destructive divide anywhere it occurs around the world.

For our part, in the Islamic world, I can tell you that extremists will not silence the real Islam.
Ours is a faith that honours tolerance and peace. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan well
represents that great tradition of inclusiveness and vision. In our country, Orthodox and other
Christians live as brothers — and sisters — to their Muslim neighbours. Together, we are all
Jordanians and we will not be divided.

Friends,

The values of my country and my faith are driving real, results-oriented reform across the
Middle East. As Russia knows well, successful reform emerges from within. The Arab people
will not accept measures that are imposed by outsiders, or policies that disregard our history
and culture. How can it be otherwise? Only a home-grown process can generate the energy
and commitment that success requires.

At the G-8 conference at Sea Island in June, President Putin expressed Russia's full
understanding on this issue. The final G-8 statement strongly supported reform emanating
from within the region. And it recognised the need to help reformist countries.

Here again, Russia supported Jordan's proposal for a serious funding commitment for a new
Middle East recovery plan.

But, reform in the region cannot win the gold unless there is peace on the track. The Arab-
Israeli conflict remains a huge barrier to stability and progress in my region, and the world.

For generations, Palestinian suffering has reaped frustration and anger. Global security,
global peace, global morality demand that we give this generation a better harvest. My
friends, I ask you to help us resolve this issue and help us resolve it soon.



The Arab world is committed to a balanced and lasting solution to the conflict. A free,
sovereign, viable, democratic and contiguous Palestine. Real security for Israel to live in
peace with its neighbours. A process that leads to a comprehensive settlement; addressing the
Syrian and Lebanese tracks.

At Sea Island in June, the G-8 countries reaffirmed their commitment to these goals, as well
as to a democratic, sovereign, and rebuilt Irag. The international community must now
deliver on those promises. Let us send a new message to young people — in Palestine, Israel,
Irag and elsewhere: “Global justice is real — the system can work.”

My friends,

The goals | have been speaking about, peace and reform have been a central focus for Jordan.
We are at peace with our neighbours. We have committed to a modern, tolerant, open society.
To give the entire population a stake in the change process, we have moved steadily forward
with institutional reforms: holding elections, reinforcing human rights and supporting
transparent, accountable governance.

To empower our youth, we have invested strongly in education. The recent UNDP report
ranked Jordan first in educational reforms in the Arab world.

In the economy, we are boosting growth by supporting innovation and enterprise. And our
efforts are paying off. External debt has fallen; exports are up; the first half of this year saw
real growth of 7.2 per cent.

Our first goal is to meet our people's expectations and needs. But we hope our path will also
inspire others: This is what a home-grown Arab-Islamic model can accomplish. This is how
we will achieve the peace and prosperity that the Arab people so urgently need and deserve.

Certainly, challenges lie ahead. But we are committed to the path. And let me say, we are
encouraged by your country's example. Russia's courage is inspiring, and so is your success.

We who believe in the future of the Middle East are grateful to our Russian friends for their
support. Your country's balanced approach to the region; its significant role in the Quartet
peace process; its experience and support of reform: all these are contributing to positive
change.

Jordan deeply values its own special ties with Russia. And | hope we will have an even closer
partnership in the years ahead. There are exciting new possibilities for trade, tourism and
other exchanges. Indeed, Jordan is a gateway to our entire region, especially the critical effort
to rebuild Irag. To the Russian business community; to your academy and experts; to your
leaders, | say: Come to Jordan; work with us; be with us, as we help create tomorrow's
Middle East.



My friends,

For our two countries and our world, great opportunities lie ahead. A century when every
person participates in global prosperity and growth. When young people are not threatened by
terror and hatred, but have every opportunity to fulfil their potential. When families can live
in peace. Together, | believe our partnership will succeed. Our world deserves no less.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II
At Georgetown University
USWashington, DC

21 March 2005

President DeGioia,

Members of the Board,

Distinguished Faculty and Guests:

Thank you. I am honoured to receive this degree; doubly honoured, to receive it from a
university that I attended and respect so greatly.

Georgetown University is an enduring testament to the good that comes when the doors of
scholarship are open to a global community. By welcoming students from around the world,
you have helped create a truly international dialogue. I am proud to be counted among you.

I came to Georgetown for graduate studies in 1987. Just 18 years ago — and a world away. In
1987, the Berlin Wall was standing. The Dow Jones Average made headline news by topping
2000. There was no World Wide Web. No dot-coms and no dot-com crash. Global trade was
a fraction of what it is today. And nearly half the population of today's Arab world had not
yet been born.

Historic changes and challenges. Breakthroughs in human knowledge and opportunity. And
yet, for vast numbers across the globe, the daily realities have not altered. Their world is one
of poverty, unemployment, hardship and relentless conflict.

When | talk to people in need, they tell me they want to hope; they are eager for opportunity;
they are ready for better days. And | can tell you that every time their hopes are disappointed,
all nations lose. Because earth's dispossessed are vulnerable targets for extremists: those who
teach that global justice is meaningless, that satisfaction can come only in violence, division
and intellectual isolation.

My friends,



Ours is a moment of great potential for my region and the world. It can be an era of openness,
cooperation and advancement — a time for ending old divisions and expanding prosperity. But
we will not achieve that potential until we reach the voiceless majority. It is time to give them
new reasons to hope and meaningful ways to participate — economically, politically and in
shaping our global culture. Most important, people need confidence that opportunity is
available to all.

This is the challenge of 21st century development and reform. Clearly, it is not a challenge
for the Middle East alone. But for those of us in the Arab world, who believe in the future,
who believe in our people — it is a challenge we accept.

More than five years ago, Jordan committed to a reform strategy that would accelerate the
pace of change. We have taken specific steps to support pluralism, strengthen private-sector-
led growth and create a renewed social contract. In our view, successful reform is not an
event. It is a sustainable process that will build on its own successes — a virtuous cycle of
change.

That means educational programs that equip young people to succeed in a modern economy.
It means human-rights initiatives that empower women and youth to participate fully in the
life of the nation. It means disengaging government from state media to support the growth of
a responsible, independent press. It means good governance to facilitate private-sector job
creation and national economic growth — indeed, last year, Jordanian GDP grew 7.5 percent.

Real change only happens when citizens throughout society understand and commit to
reform. This is one reason effective reform must be home-grown. It is also why, in Jordan's
model, participation is important at every level. In addition to our yelected national
Parliament, we are establishing development regions across the country, each with a directly
elected local council. Such decentralisation will give the grassroots a more direct say in their
own development.

Most recently, | tasked a high-level committee to set a national agenda to guide the country in
all areas — political, economic and social. The committee brings together leaders from
government, the media, civil society, political parties and the private sector.

We believe that Jordan's reform model is relevant to the entire Middle East. It responds to the
challenges and opportunities of the modern world. It takes inspiration and power from our
society's deepest Arab-Islamic values: respect for human dignity, global good citizenship,
tolerance and peace. And we have spoken out very clearly about these values, in our
worldwide Amman Message about the true Islam.

As President Bush recognises, reform will take a different course in each country in the
Middle East. In my meeting with the President last week, we had very good discussions about
the progress that is being made. The Arab world is writing a new future; the pen is in our own
hands. But we need and welcome the support of friends throughout the world.



Nowhere is that support more important than on the issue of Arab-Israeli peace. This conflict
has caused major instability in our region. You can't build solid reforms where violent
shockwaves are constantly churning. Make no mistake about it: today, the enemies of a just
peace are enemies of Arab progress. For sake of the parties, the region, and the world, the
time has come to heal the land.

Today, we have an unprecedented opportunity to move the process forward. The parties have
agreed to the Roadmap. The international community is on board through the Quartet and the
G-8. In London earlier this month, leading nations committed to helping the Palestinians
create the security and economic opportunity that progress requires.

Next is the hard work to make real history. For that, the friends of peace need our constant
and active support. Let's help them stay focused on the promise of lasting peace. It is a
positive vision put forward by Arab nations in Beirut three years ago — and one to which we
remain committed. A sovereign, viable Palestinian state — one that gives its people the dignity
of freedom and provides a future of hope. Security guarantees for Israel, based on regional
acceptance and peace, from sea to sea — from Morocco's Atlantic coast to the United Arab
Emirates’ Gulf waters. And a process that can bring regional reconciliation — one that leads to
a comprehensive settlement that addresses the Syrian and Lebanese tracks.

Other critical issues, too, need our united support. In Iraq, the difficult work of reconstruction
continues. Iragis need our help as they build security, establish effective and inclusive
institutions, and rebuild their historic country. In Lebanon, the international community must
support a peaceful, democratic future. Globally, we must work together against terror and to
bridge economic and cultural divides.

Education is key. More than ever, people and nations need knowledge — of our common
bonds, of history's shifts, of humanity's mistakes and successes. Georgetown University can
take pride in its important role. | was privileged to be here in 1999 for the dedication of the
Centre for Contemporary Arab Studies. It is only one of the many ways that this university
contributes to cooperation and understanding. Let us never silence that dialogue. In the days
and years ahead, | urge you to keep your doors open to the young people of my region.

My friends, our nations and futures are inseparably linked. Creative thinkers throughout our
societies have the power to transform lives around the globe. It is up to us to open minds and
lives to the promise that our century offers. Together — in the classroom, in the workplace and
in the halls of government — we can make the promise real.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II



At the Opening Session of The Petra Conference of Nobel Laureates
JordanPetra

18 May 2005

Elie,

Distinguished Friends,

Thank you very much. It is a pleasure and an honour to welcome all of you to Jordan.

In the ninth century, a remarkable institution opened its doors in the Arab world: the Bayt Al
Hikma, the House of Wisdom. It was the global think-tank and data bank of its era. And it
helped create an astounding community of seekers, seekers for truth, seekers of progress.
They reached out to the whole world for knowledge. They pioneered new ideas — in
medicine, science, human development and more. Historians tell us their work helped
advance the human condition for centuries after.

My friends,

This morning | look around this room and | see a House of Wisdom — a global House of
Wisdom for the 21st century and beyond.

And | thank you for coming together, and coming here, at this critical time. A process begins
here — a process that all of you will shape — and by your effort, help shape our world.

Surely, it has never been more important to reach out, to seek new understanding, to work
together for a new and better reality. And no one can contribute more than you, who have
refused to accept limits on human possibilities — who have pioneered new paths to the future.

Today, humanity is at a critical crossroad. Ours can be an open world of expanded horizons
and new opportunities. Or it can be a closed world of endemic crises and lost chances.

The direction we go is especially critical for one important part of the global population: our
youth. In the Middle East, more than half the population is 18 or younger. They have no
memory of a time without regional conflict. They see a huge global gap between rich and
poor. They see diseases that wealthy nations have wiped out, that are still crippling people in
the developing world. They see gender inequality holding back the talents of half the world.
They see the harm as well as the hope brought by globalisation.

My friends, these young people are tomorrow's citizens, tomorrow's teachers, tomorrow's
Nobel Laureates. They won't accept empty words and promises. They want to make a
difference. To share in the fruits of modern knowledge. To help create a positive and
generous future — a future in which they, and all people, live in freedom and respect.

It is up to us to give them the tools they need. And we must make a beginning now — a taste
of success that helps people see they can succeed: to create more freedom and opportunity, so



people can fulfil their potential. To build peace, so people can move forward with confidence.
To expand global cooperation, so that, working together, we can achieve the promise of this
age.

Those who work for change don't face these tasks alone. We are joined by forward-looking
people everywhere.

In my region, there's been a wave of reform aimed at democracy and development. These
steps are vital to meet the expectations of our people, especially our young people, for
freedom and opportunity.

The friends of Middle East peace are also actively working. And today, they have an
unprecedented opportunity to succeed. The basic goals are shared by people on both sides:
justice for the Palestinians. Security for the Israelis. Two states living side by side based on
international legality. The challenge now is to help people to hold that vision — to believe in a
future of peace despite the forces of violence.

Around the world, people are also struggling to confront hatred and division. The vast
majority, East and West, North and South, reject the cause and call of extremism. They know
it is profoundly anti-peace, anti-progress and anti-democratic. But we need to do more, on all
sides, to reinforce the basic values of humanity.

Last November, Jordan released the Amman Message. It restates the core values of Islam:
peace, tolerance and the essential unity of the human race. Islam calls on believers to reach
out to others with respect and to be involved in the progress of the modern world. The
Amman Message has been read and welcomed by Muslims on every continent.

My friends,

The power of ideas is one of humanity's greatest sources of energy. And it is the power that
lies behind the Petra Conference. Each one of you can advance this world by doing more of
what you already do so well: think out of the box. We need you to help shift perceptions,
develop solutions, recommend specific actions and make change happen. We need you to
speak to our young people, to encourage them to achieve the greatness | know they possess.
We need you to help forge a new process for global peace and security.

Can you make a difference? The Quran tells us, explicitly, that if a person saves one life, it is
as if he saves all people. Such humanity is in the deepest spirit of all the People of the Book.
Indeed, it's part of all great world teachings.

So | believe, that if the work you do here saves even one, it will be that beginning we seek — a
beginning of peace, of progress, of human unity — a global House of Wisdom to which all can
belong.



Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the Euro-Mediterranean Summit

SpainBarcelona

28 November 2005

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Your Excellencies,
Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner,
My friends,

I speak to you tonight on behalf of millions of Jordanians, who seek global peace in defiance
of terror and hatred.

The bombings in Amman this month are evidence — once again — of our urgent need to work
together in global defence of our peoples and our future. In Amman, as in Sharm El Sheikh,
Casablanca, Riyadh, Istanbul, Madrid, London and elsewhere, extremists showed their
contempt for humanity. Theirs is a profoundly anti-Islamic agenda. Only by distorting and
abandoning the true teachings of Islam, can anyone Kill innocent civilians. The Quran says
(2:208): O you who believe, enter into peace entirely.... And it admonishes (5:87): Do not
transgress; truly God does not love the transgressors.

My friends, the Arab world will not be set back. We will not close the doors on opportunity
for our youth. We will not shut off dialogue and cooperation with our friends around the
world. We will help lead this century — a century that, with our help, can bring peace,
freedom and prosperity to billions of people.

Our relationship with Europe is key to that future. Ten years ago, the first Euro-Med Summit
recognised the shared destiny of our regions. It acknowledged, frankly, that lasting security
and prosperity cannot be achieved by our nations in isolation. It agreed that we must address
the economic gaps between our regions. We must work together for peace. And it established
the three-basket framework for partnership and progress.

Today the Euro-Med Partnership is more important than ever. Its success will deliver the
opportunities that our young people need, create the stability for freedom to thrive and
provide a global model of mutual respect among nations. This makes cooperation and
dialogue more than just ideals — they are critical strategies for a future of peace and well-
being.

It is because extremists understand the power of our cooperation that they are working so
hard to divide the world into hostile camps. We must defeat their strategy. That requires



action on all fronts: effective security cooperation, yes — but also economic, legal, social, and
political outreach.

The Euro-Med partnership recognises this comprehensive approach. Jordan was proud to be
the first Mashreq country to sign a partnership agreement. We were among the first to
participate in the European Neighbourhood Policy. And we have made significant progress
on a joint action plan. Last year, Jordan joined Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco in signing the
Aghadir Agreement — a step toward closer regional cooperation, another goal of the
Barcelona Process.

Jordan's active participation in these efforts and others, reflects our larger national vision. We
seek sustainable development and reform: not short-term, narrow-impact measures, but deep,
lasting change that benefits all citizens. To advance this process, we brought together
stakeholders from across society to form Jordan's National Agenda Committee. The energy
and support of civil society and the private sector are critical, and we have involved them
every step of the way.

And let me say, the strength and will of Jordanian society was amply demonstrated in the
national response to the mass murders in Amman. People from all walks of life marched in
solidarity against the extremist threat to our country. And they did more: they got back to
their work and their lives, to demonstrate their fearless belief in our country's future.

The National Agenda institutionalises reform by articulating our priorities for the next 10
years. Its requirements meet and exceed the goals of joint plan with the EU. Our goals are
clear: effective, inclusive political institutions, a growing, opportunity-rich economy, and an
expanded future for all citizens. We have put special emphasis on human rights, the
empowerment of women and education and opportunity for our youth.

The National Committee's report was officially presented to me last week. Implementation
has already begun. Jordan is absolutely committed to moving forward. And we are deeply
grateful to our European partners for their support.

My friends,

The European-Mediterranean partnership holds promise for all of our countries. But it has not
yet delivered on its greatest hope: peace, stability and prosperity across our whole
neighbourhood. Key to our future is a new dialogue of cultures — a dialogue that can
strengthen our common bonds and bring us together. All of us have a responsibility to
promote the inter-cultural, inter-faith respect that such dialogue depends on.

Jordan is working with the international Muslim community to oppose extremist violence and
false teachings. A year ago, we issued the Amman Message — a call to peaceful coexistence
and progress. It supports tolerance and respect for others and the pursuit of peace. We have



followed this up with concrete measures to affirm Islam's central, moderate core. And we are
working with our European friends to increase understanding and good-will.

Together, we must also end the sources of misunderstanding, division and frustration. My
friends, we must bring peace to the Middle East.

In peacemaking — just as in reform — Jordan has consistently urged a measurable process with
milestones along the way and a clear end-game. For Palestinians, for Israelis: a lasting, just
solution; two states, living beside each other in peace and security, a sovereign, viable
Palestinian state, security for Israel, and a comprehensive settlement that can bring regional
reconciliation. For Iraqis, reconstruction and hope: a stable, unified Irag, with a rebuilt
economy and an inclusive civil society. We urgently need to move forward. Violence and
instability in the region are threats to security and prosperity for all our peoples. Working
together, I believe we can help usher in a new and more positive era.

In this effort, Europe plays a central role. We are grateful for your leadership in the Quartet
process. The Euro-Med process itself contributes by helping countries work in practical ways
toward shared goals. Together, let us continue to keep up the pressure for peace and progress.

My friends,

There are deep and historic ties between our peoples. My region is the birthplace of our
common history. For millennia, goods and ideas have crossed the sea between us. The truth is
that there is far more to tie us than to divide us. Together, we can expand and strengthen that
middle ground.

In Arabic, the Mediterranean is named Al Bahr Al Abyad Al Mutwasset — the White Middle
Sea. The name evokes the white-capped waves of this great waterway and its central position
in our peoples' history. In European languages, too, the Med has long been named for its role
at the middle of the region’s life.

Today, the Mediterranean, the Middle Sea, stands again at the centre: a middle ground for
both Europe and its southern partners, to come together and move forward. Let us meet at
that middle, to make today's promises real, for all our people. To create the peace and
prosperity our citizens need. And together, in partnership, to bring justice, understanding and
a new era of hope.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah Il

Upon Receiving the Golden Medal of Athens Award
GreeceAthens

21 December 2005



In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Thank you, and thank you all. I am honoured to receive the Golden Medal of Athens. To me,
it is a symbol of all that your historic city has given our world — the ideals of good
governance, the growth of knowledge, partnership with others, and of the whole
immeasurable legacy that Greece has given — and continues to give — to the world.

So it is with great pride that | accept this honour on behalf of all Jordanians. By doing so
together we also celebrate the special friendship and unique historical bonds between the
people of Greece and Jordan. And the agreements we sign today will, I hope, bring us even
closer in the years ahead.

My friends,

For more than six thousand years, the ideas, knowledge and values of our two regions and
peoples have shaped the entire world, and continue to do so in almost every way. My home,
the Levant, gave the world, among other things, High Civilisation, literacy, law, agriculture,
medicine, astronomy, mathematics, and the three monotheistic religions: Judaism,
Christianity and Islam - to which the majority of people in the world belong today. Greece
gave the world, among other things, philosophy, classical culture, drama, the empirical
sciences — including empirical medicine — geometry, democracy, and the ideal of individual
freedom. Thus, most of humanity's knowledge, culture, heritage, and even faith come from us
together, the Levant and Greece.

Today, our two countries may seem small, but we continue to be the guardians of the best of
the world's heritage. One way we do this, together, is by protecting the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the oldest church in the world, and the Church of the Holy Land.
Another way is by maintaining a respectful dialogue between Christianity and Islam, the two
largest religions in the world.

Both Islam and Christianity teach belief in and devotion to, One God, and love for our fellow
human beings. Jesus — peace be upon him — commanded us to love the Lord your God, and to
love your neighbour. So too, the Prophet Muhammad — peace and blessings be upon him —
said: By Him in whose Hand is my life, none of you believes until he [or she] loves for their
neighbour, what they love for themselves.

These teachings are at the heart of Jordan's commitment to peace, tolerance and justice. They
are also at the heart of Jordan's traditional Islamic reaffirmation. Reaffirming traditional
Islam consolidates the middle ground of our religion, to which more than 1.2 billion people
belong. And it strikes at the very roots of extremism, by exposing the falsity of extremist
ideologies and by rejecting extremist hatred and violence as profound distortions of Islam.

Our initiative was demonstrated last month, after the Amman bombings, when Jordanians
from all walks of life marched together to defy terror and assert Islam's true values. But it



started much earlier. Just over a year ago, when we released the Amman Message — an
explanation of the true nature of Islam and a call to peaceful coexistence among all nations.
Then, last July, a conference in Amman brought together over 180 Muslim scholars from 45
countries. They represented all eight traditional schools of Islamic Jurisprudence from the
three main branches of Islam — Sunni, Shi'i and Ibadhi. The conference was supported by 20
fatwas from the world's leading Islamic authorities.

The scholars signed a joint statement of accord that affirms the validity of all eight schools of
jurisprudence and of traditional Islamic creeds and practices. It condemned takfir, a practice
of labelling others as unbelievers, in order to justify wanton acts of violence upon them. Last,
it specified the conditions for issuing legitimate fatwas, thereby demonstrating that extremist
fatwas justifying violence are in clear violation of Islam's teachings. Two weeks ago, at
Jordan's initiative, the three components of this declaration were unanimously endorsed by
the International Organisation of the Islamic Conference.

My friends,

The Islamic reaffirmation is a Muslim initiative. But moderation and respect for others is not
a path for Muslims alone. We must all work for understanding, tolerance and dialogue. This
is the message of our Euro-Med partnership, where Greece has played such an important role.
And it is our common responsibility as the historical shapers of our world.

The Greek people have another central role to play, in helping to build bridges between
peoples and regions and in supporting peace: a lasting, just solution to the Arab-Israeli
conflict, with two states, a sovereign, viable Palestine and a secure Israel; a stable, unified
Irag with a rebuilt economy and an inclusive civil society.

The Greek people can also support and encourage regional reforms that advance development
and stability and provide the opportunities that our young people urgently need. Jordan is
leading the way in the Middle East with a comprehensive program of political, economic and
social reforms. Public and private sector leaders were directly involved in developing our
new National Agenda, aimed at guiding government actions over the next 10 years. We are
getting results and we are staying the course. | invite you to come to Amman and experience
both the modern Jordan and its ancient heritage, including that of its Hellenistic period.

Allow me also, at this special time, to wish all of you a happy Christmas holiday.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah I1
At the University of Mississippi
USOxford, Mississippi



03 February 2006
In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Senator Lott,
Chancellor Khayat,
My friends,

I am really truly delighted to join you today. Chancellor, I know that this University has
opened its doors to students from every continent. Nine Jordanians are currently students
here, and many more through the years. Ole Miss is helping shape a global community of
knowledge. That's a critical contribution to the future.

It is a special privilege to be part of this lecture series and thank you very much. | know the
Lott Institute is dedicated to leadership for the public good. But let me say, your interest in
global affairs is, itself, leadership. Today, no one who cares about security and opportunity at
home, can ignore the wider world. There has never been a more important time to be aware
of international events; to advance our understanding; and to work together to defend our
future.

You know, the whole world saw the devastation that Katrina caused here in Mississippi and
the Gulf Coast. That's the reality of the media age. But there is another reality, the reality of
the global age - not just economic networks and international diplomacy, but a new sense of
human connection. People everywhere responded with shock and concern to the destruction
and suffering here, just as we all joined together to help Asia after the tsunami, and Southeast
Asia after its devastating earthquake.

Last November, when extremists set off bombs in Amman; when they created a bloodbath at
a wedding party; when they murdered innocents - people around the world drew together in
outrage and concern. And when Jordanians defied the terrorists; when thousands of our
citizens marched in solidarity, Muslim and Christian, arm in arm, saying no to terror; when
our country's path of progress did not stop - people everywhere supported us. On behalf of all
Jordanians, may | say, thank you all.

The bombings in Amman are evidence of the common threat we face. In the few years since
this century began, extremists have hit New York, Madrid, London, Riyadh, Sharm El
Sheikh, Istanbul, Casablanca, Bali and more. Their aims are clear. They seek to undermine
public confidence in open society as well as the rule of law. They feed on discontent,
frustration and ignorance. And they are working hard to create chaos and division so they can
pursue their goals.

Defence requires more than security measures. We must deflect the extremist efforts to drive
us off the path forward. That means keeping our focus on our own priorities. For Jordan,
these are very similar to yours: creating more opportunity; growing a job-rich economy so
our young people can build a future; creating safe communities for our families and children;



Creating and sustaining good government, to protect human rights and give citizens a stake in
a peaceful civil society.

These concerns are at the heart of Jordan's national strategy. In recent years we have
accelerated reforms across the board to meet our country's needs. The goal is tangible,
genuine progress - economic, social, and political.

In Jordan stakeholders from across society have created a reform program that is home-
grown; a program that - first and foremost - serves our people. We know that any delay in
reform only delays its benefits. That makes the cause more urgent and our determination
stronger. Indeed, Jordan has already been recognised for its success in education reform and
economic growth. But unfortunately there will always be resistance to change. At times,
reform has hit heavy weather. Those who like the status quo find excuses to reject reform;
often, they will claim it is being imposed from outside. But Jordan's message is: reform is
ours, and our future will not be stopped.

Nor will we be deterred by security threats. Last fall, a new government came into office with
a twin mandate: to move our reform program forward while ensuring the safety of our people.
As Americans know, public safety is not only an obligation of government, it is also the
cornerstone of free and open society. The fact is our countries have a double task, to protect
our security and our values. It is a challenge that we can and will meet.

My friends,

It is impossible to talk about a better future for my country or the region without addressing
today's serious conflicts. As long as they continue, the region's focus will be on the past, not
the future; on division and stagnation, not growth.

The Palestinian elections last week were an important step in the history of the Palestinian
people. We have to respect their choice. For years, the Palestinian people have expressed
their desire for peace, and their respect for the legitimacy of international resolutions. Both
peoples, Palestinian and Israeli, are fed up with violence. They want and deserve a future of
hope. So it is now vital for the parties to return rapidly to the negotiation table - and equally
vital for the international community to continue their support.

Establishing a viable, sovereign Palestinian state, alongside a secure Israel, is the only way to
put an end to violence and extremism. This two-state solution was presented in the Arab
peace proposal in 2002, and is supported by the international community, and forms the basis
of the Roadmap peace process. The next two years are critical. Peace needs our full efforts.

In Iraq, there is a huge responsibility also on the international community to support the Iraqi
people as they rebuild their country and restore stability and security. The entire world has a
stake in a unified, stable, and prosperous Irag. Indeed, in the December elections, millions of
voters ignored insurgent threats and cast their ballots. We hope a coalition government will
be formed, moving the country toward a more inclusive polity. As progress continues, as



Iraqgi security forces are strengthened, it is vital to maintain the security and stability needed
for success.

Another critical arena for peace is the global struggle for tolerance and dialogue. There has
been much talk in recent years about a clash of civilisations. The reality is there are powerful
bonds among Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. The Prophet Mohammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, said: "By Him in whose Hand is my life, none of you believes until he [or she]
loves for their neighbour, what they love for themselves.” The Torah reads: "Love therefore
the stranger: for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” Jesus - peace be upon him -
commanded: "love the Lord your God," and "love your neighbour as yourself."”

My religion, Islam, is why traditional Muslims decisively reject extremist violence and
hatred. The Quran says: "O you who believe, enter into peace entirely," and it admonishes:
"Do not transgress; truly God does not love the transgressors.”

To oppose false teachings, Jordan released what we call the Amman Message more than a
year ago. It is an explanation of the true nature of Islam and a call to peaceful coexistence
among all human beings. In July, an international gathering of Muslim scholars carried the
Amman Message forward, with a declaration that invalidates extremist fatwas that violate
Islamic precepts and justify violence. These key points have been endorsed by the worldwide
Organisation of the Islamic Conference.

Zero tolerance toward those who promote extremism. This is the view and the voice of
traditional Muslims around the world. We will not allow extremists to close the doors to the
future for our youth. We will not let them block our path to global peace and progress.

The Amman Message is an all-Islamic initiative, but the road to moderation is not for
Muslims alone. All of us have a responsibility to promote the intercultural, interfaith
understanding that our future depends on. Across the world, I have met and talked with
Christians, Jews, and others to try to energise a new dialogue of respect and trust.

Meeting today's challenges will take all of us, working together. Success will require our
energy, our intellect, and most of all, our will. Here at the University of Mississippi, you
showed what people can do, together, to overcome the mistakes and divisions of the past and
move forward to a new era, a promising era for all.

I am encouraged by the words of Mississippi's own William Faulkner, when he received the
Nobel Prize. He believed that in an age of danger, humanity would prevail - not because of
technology, not because of power, but because of the "old universal truths" of the human
soul: compassion, sacrifice and endurance. He called these traits the glory of our past. God
willing, with all of you they will be the glory of our future as well.

Thank you very much.



Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the European-American Press Club

FranceParis

20 March 2006

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Christian,
Members of the Press,

Thank you very much. I'm delighted to see so many familiar faces. It is a pleasure to be in
France once again. My father King Hussein had a special place in his heart for this great
country. And | deeply appreciate the warm welcome you have always given me and my
family. I'm honoured to have this opportunity to speak here today.

My friends,

This is, quite frankly, a moment of tremendous global unease. The disquiet that many of us
feel was captured in a recent headline proclaiming the “end of tolerance.” It was prompted, of
course, by the controversy over cartoons denigrating the Prophet Mohammad, peace be upon
him.

Much has been said about the cartoon crisis and how it grew. Let me simply say that Muslims
around the world - and | am one of them - condemned the denigration of the Prophet. The
majority of Muslims also condemn the violence that ensued as alien to the principles of
Islam. And I know that many in the West also spoke out, rejecting the vilification of Islam.

The cartoon controversy has exposed the fault lines in our global society. Not so long ago, we
saw our world as one of dynamic interconnections and multi-cultural tolerance. But today -
even as our cultures and economies interact more than ever before - the talk is of a clash of
civilisations. Because, as the age of globalisation has grown, it has not grown in the most
significant way; it has not moved beyond tolerance, to creating cultures of respect, rooted in
understanding.

There is no clash of civilisations. But we have received a grave warning. And we know, too,
that there are those among us who seek to deepen the fault lines. They would capitalise on
our lack of understanding about each other, to set off an earthquake of anger, resentment, and
fear. This applies not only between East and West, but within eastern and western cultures.

We should not mistake what a clash of civilisations would mean in practical terms. A
breakdown in the ties of trade and investment that are vital for economic growth and job
opportunity. Barriers to solutions to cross-border problems - health, environment, poverty and
more; the erosion of joint security cooperation, which has played such a key role in



containing and ending regional conflicts; serious obstacles in the path of international
development; a halt to the cultural exchange that enriches life everywhere.

In Jordan, our French friends have long been part of the landscape - at the French Cultural
Centre, the Terra Sancta School, L'ecole des Freres, and more. Our scholars work together -
in Jordan, in France, and in internet space. French investors have channelled 800 million
Euros into key Jordanian enterprises, employing thousands of people. Here in France,
thousands work in industries that export goods to Jordan. Across the globe, our peacekeeping
forces work side-by-side meeting crises like that in Kosovo. At the diplomatic tables, our
countries cooperate on shared goals.

Let me say it plainly: the Middle East needs Europe and Europe needs the Middle East. But
the peaceful, integrated global society that we all need is not going to materialise by itself. It
needs our active, conscious efforts - to move from cultures of tolerance to cultures of respect;
to create true appreciation for each other's beliefs, concerns and goals; to develop a new
understanding - recognising our differences, yes, but also the powerful values that bind us.

Bridging the respect gap is going to take a commitment from all of us. In November 2004, we
in Jordan released the Amman Message. It is an explanation of the true nature of Islam and a
call to peaceful coexistence among all human beings. | believe this initiative provides a
program for moving forward: to speak boldly against hatred and ignorance, to work together
for the common good, and to avert a clash that will harm us all.

Political and religious leadership has a crucial role. Within the worldwide Muslim
community, numerous leaders, at every level of society, have raised their voices to restate
Islam’s commitment to respect for others. Last July, a gathering of some of the most learned
Islamic scholars in the world met to carry the Amman Message forward. Their declaration
strikes at the roots of extremism by denying its Islamic legitimacy. Last December, the
international Organisation of the Islamic Conference endorsed the principles and
recommendations enshrined in the scholars' declaration.

Our regions should also be drawing on our bilateral and multilateral ties - to strengthen
understanding of our shared future and to enhance effective cooperation. International
institutional frameworks can play a central role in identifying strategies and means. The
Barcelona Process clearly identifies cultural cooperation as one of the three basic elements of
security and progress. And the Euro-Med Partnership can carry that forward. We need to
strengthen such initiatives and expand their reach.

In building respect, an active dialogue among peoples is also important. Our world learned
this truth in the healing of racial divisions; we learned it in peace-building among nations; it
is central to interfaith harmony as well. My friends, allow me to say that you in the media
also play a critical role. As observers and communicators, you are the conduit through which
cultures and societies are exposed to each other. Your work puts you in a privileged position
to learn - first hand and in depth - about societies, religions, traditions, and values. You



contribute directly to global understanding - by avoiding and correcting distortions, by
refusing to incite hatred, by offering reasoned criticism and analysis and by portraying the
full dimensions of people’s lives: their concerns; their triumphs; their insecurities; their hopes.
These steps and others are vital as we confront the challenges of our time - to achieve this
new century's potential and lift the billions who are still oppressed by poverty and conflict.
The entire world has a stake in a stable, forward-looking Irag. Last month's heinous attacks
on sacred places were clearly intended to fan sectarian strife. | have repeatedly urged Iragis to
stand together and stand firm against such provocation. To advance that cause, Jordan has
called for a conference in Amman to bring together Iraqi religious leaders to find a way to
preserve Irag's unity and to restore, as soon as possible, its security and stability. The
Palestinian-Israeli peace process is also at a critical point. Only a lasting peace will enable
people on both sides to build the positive future they need. And the only guarantee for peace
is the two-state solution: a viable, sovereign Palestinian state, living alongside a secure Israel.
Between today's realities and that positive future, there is an urgent need to build some new
bridges. The foundation of peace is, can only be, respect.

My friends,

Progress in peace - whether in the Middle East, Central Asia, Europe or Africa - requires us
to resist those who would divide us. So let us make the end of tolerance a beginning - the first
step on a new path that leads beyond tolerance, towards the kind of real understanding that
heightens our respect for each other.

Diversity is part of the human condition. In the Quran, it is written: God Almighty said:
"Mankind! We created you from a pair of a male and female, and made you into nations and
tribes that ye may know each other."

It is up to us, here and now, to know each other; and build the bonds. God willing, we can do
so, and move forward.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah I1

On the Occasion of Deerfield Academy Commencement
USDeerfield, Massachusetts

28 May 2006

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Headmaster,
Friends,



It is a tremendous pleasure to be back at Deerfield among all of you. And students, I'm
honoured to help celebrate your Commencement. In life, this is one of the rare moments - not
so much a turning point, but a pausing point when you can stop, look back at real success,
and think about the path ahead.

Allow me, first, to congratulate some who have really been looking forward to this day, from
that first Deerfield visit, through all the lessons learned, term time and vacation time, papers
and reports and college applications, the worries and the joys, the late-night emails, the love
and support and all those phone calls. Deerfield parents, please accept our respect and thanks.

Men and Women of the Class of 2006,

This is your day. And | am here to welcome you to a remarkable community; the community
of Deerfield alumni. You will find us around the world. And each and every one of us knows
what it means to look up to the hills and be part of this experience and school.

You learn when you come here, that a great institution is not just a place. It is the people who
give this school its continuity and character; its unique spirit of community and excellence.
For you, as for all of us, that experience does not end today. It simply begins a new phase.
The Deerfield ethos is for a lifetime. And as you carry that spirit forward, you will shape the
future more than you know.

Your class comes of age in a world of change - in global economics and politics, in human
knowledge and capability. That's a reality my own class is very familiar with. In 1980, when
we graduated, the Cold War was in the daily headlines; now, it's a chapter in the history
books. Technologies that were cutting edge just a short time ago, are, today, in museums.
You know, the first IBM PC wasn't even on the market until 1981. It held 256 kilobytes of
memory. Kilobytes. All the technologies we take for granted today - cell phones, laptops,
global communications - were barely on the horizon. And | can guarantee you, in a few years,
you and | will be working with whole new capabilities and facing new challenges.

How do we prepare for that kind of future? In Jordan, in America, in every other country, it
starts with a command of the basics - a foundation of knowledge and skills. There's an old
saying in my part of the world that knowledge is the best kind of wealth: it's easy to carry;
nobody can take it away from you; and it has value wherever you go. And let me add,
contrary to what it felt like, when you were studying for exams your brain cannot over fill.
The more we know, the better we can understand what's coming in business and technology;
in the environment; in global affairs and world civilisations. The message is, keep learning.

But in a dynamic, diverse world, success requires more. To thrive throughout your life, you
must be prepared to think your way through change and growth and challenge. The best
schools foster critical thinking and a restless curiosity. And strong ethics - respect for other
people and other viewpoints; honesty; responsibility; compassion. At Deerfield, we've all



heard it said: “keep it on a high level” - and “finish up strong.” That sense of character, that
heart, is what you bring to the future. And it has never been more important.

That's because, for all that has changed, some things haven't changed enough. Vast numbers
of people across our globe still suffer poverty, hardship, and relentless conflict. In my own
region, too many lives, for too many years, have been shattered by violence and hopelessness.
I can't stand here today without thinking about students in Iraq, Palestine, and Israel whose
futures have been derailed by years of conflict.

My friends,

No person, no nation, can ignore the hopes of others around the world. We are tied by an
inseparable kinship and shared dreams. Your fellow students everywhere want what you want
- justice and safety and opportunity to build lives of prosperity and peace. And as long as
these hopes are unanswered, our whole world pays a terrible price.

But, friends, we have choices. We can turn away from *“us and them” thinking and all the
barriers and stagnation this will bring. We can work together to build the peace people need
to live in security and confidence. We can expand opportunity and win-win development.
And we can open a new dialogue between faiths and cultures, in genuine acceptance and
respect.

The job for tomorrow's leaders is to find the opportunities that lie within the challenges. And
each and every one of you will play a vital role. More than ever, people need to understand
each other - our common bonds and interests, as well as our different histories and,
sometimes, views. Deerfield Academy has made a huge contribution, especially in reaching
out to the Arab world. And now there will be a new opportunity to work together, as King's
Academy opens its campus in Jordan. We wanted to bring the Deerfield model to the Middle
East - a co-ed boarding school where faculty and students are close, academic studies
encourage great work, and life is enriched with competitive sports, lively arts, and real
community service.

We are deeply grateful for the support and encouragement of so many people in the Deerfield
family, especially the great Class of 1980. And we look forward to a continuing special
relationship between the schools. Indeed, when King's first term starts, we have just the right
headmaster to welcome the students - a superb educator and great leader, Eric Widmer.

I guess Eric isn't the retiring type - and let me say, we are heartily thankful. Sir, we look
forward to welcoming you and Meera to Jordan. And I hope that every one of you will pay us
a visit as well.

And let me say a word to faculty and staff. Deerfield graduates are the living legacies of
people who inspired us, and believed in us, and were there for us. | was in one of the first
Deerfield classes taught by a great young teacher named Tedwin Littman. He went on to



encourage and motivate decades of students. His loss this year cannot take this legacy away.
Our prayers are with his family and friends.

Ask any Deerfield grad, and you will hear about the teachers who made a difference in our
lives. And by the way, not every great teacher was in the classroom. We have all received a
few life-lessons from people like Norm and Dottie in the Stock Room. To every one of you,
thank you for all you give.

Here in Deerfield, and at King's Academy too, the spirit of community and achievement will
continue. But in just as real a way, the spirit continues in every graduate who reaches out to
make a connection and make a difference in our world.

In a sense, that's the idea behind the Green Key tradition - a hand of friendship, student to
student, and the chance to mentor others in your turn. Now you graduates will be Green Keys
in a larger world. Each, in your own way, will choose what doors you open. And each of you
will choose whether you hold those doors open for others as well as yourselves. Carry the
Deerfield spirit forward. Choose great things. And believe in your power to make a
difference. The century is yours.

Congratulations and may God bless you all.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the Arab and American Action Forum

USNew York

19 September 2006

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Thank you Saeed. And thank you all for your warm welcome. | am tremendously pleased to
be here. Young Arab Leaders are making a major impact throughout and beyond our region.
Your work and leadership have helped shape a new action ethic: forward-looking, determined
to develop our strengths and participating fully in global progress. Your achievements are
reason for great pride and great hope.

We also welcome the partnership of our many American friends, especially those of you who
are here today. The CGI has made possible important new relationships, and it is nurturing
the leadership - on both sides of the Atlantic - that can carry us forward. May | say a special
word of appreciation to the Young Arab Leaders organisation, under the able direction of
Saeed, who has led the way to a new face of business leadership, one that is both, globally
aware and globally responsible.



This Forum takes place at a critical time. Recent crises have demonstrated a worrying
disconnect between peoples and regions. | hear young Arab men and women ask if America
is listening to them. Such divisions are bad news for all of us. Because in this century,
prosperity and peace cannot be achieved in isolation, or gained by force; they are the products
of two conditions only: global cooperation and mutual respect.

In the Middle East, that means getting the message out that regional and global peace is the
only way to achieve the better life that people want and deserve. Outside the region, the
message needs to be heard that a better future depends on global partnerships - and the Arab
nation is your partner, in both peace and progress.

The fact is, that even despite the burden of regional conflicts, the Arab world has been
moving forward with a vision for the future. The private sector has put its talents and energy
to work, expanding opportunity and accelerating economic growth. Young Arab
professionals are guiding innovation and delivering on performance at NGOs and in the
education and health systems. Business leaders have collaborated on landmark, region- wide
initiatives to strengthen civil society. In Jordan and elsewhere, there is a serious commitment
to good governance and reform.

This kind of effort makes an obvious, direct contribution to development. But it does more. It
inspires people throughout society about the power of positive action. When a corporation
builds libraries in impoverished communities; when Jordanian technology experts work with
global corporate partners to put computers in classrooms and expand access to the Internet;
when leading private sector enterprises commit to building housing for educators, they are
not just investing in the future. They are serving as models to our youth; models of civic
responsibility, and hope.

There is no question that the Middle East faces immense and very immediate challenges. The
private sector is key. We will need almost 50 million new jobs over the next five years; by
the year 2020, today's employment level must double. We can't afford a constant cycle of
conflict, draining resources that are needed for priorities like education, health, and
infrastructure. We must meet people's expectations for democracy, opportunity, and a better
quality of life.

Such efforts must be home-grown. And young Arab leaders are already driving the way
forward. But our American and other global partners have another important international
role. Many of you have worked with our people; been to the Middle East; experienced our
culture and heritage. You've heard the Amman Message and other initiatives, articulating
Islam’s abiding social values: respect for others; social justice; peace.

My friends,

Recent crises, especially the crisis in Lebanon, shout out the urgent need for a better
partnership among us, especially for peace. The evidence is clear: piecemeal and unilateral



solutions do not work. None of us will be able to move forward until there is a
comprehensive solution to the region's core problem. Palestinians must be empowered to
shape a future of hope in a viable, sovereign Palestine. Israel must be part of the
neighbourhood, making peace with all.

In 2002, the Arab states broke the old cycle with a landmark peace proposal. It promised
security guarantees for Israel to live in peace with its neighbours - a sovereign, viable, and
independent Palestine and a process that would lead to a comprehensive settlement.

The Arab action was an unprecedented opening. It laid the groundwork for specific actions to
reach an end to conflict. It supports the two-state solution that is the only basis for lasting
peace. And let us move swiftly, before more young lives, more young hopes, are destroyed.

My friends,

It is in our hands to make a difference. Your vision and leadership will make a critical
difference. Over the next few days, you will be considering new private sector initiatives that
can drive progress and peace. Your work can create a pattern for success, not for future
generations only, but for today's societies.

In November, the Young Arab Leaders group will meet in Jordan. I welcome you all, and |
look forward to the reports of your work here in New York.

To our American friends, | say: join us. With a collective will to act, our partnership can
build a future that benefits us all.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

Before the 61st Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
USNew York

19 September 2006

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Madam President, President of 61st General Assembly, Her Excellency Haya Rashed Al-
Khalifa,
Members of the General Assembly,

Sheikha Haya, may | extend the warmest congratulations to you, on your election as president
of the General Assembly.

Allow me also to say a word of gratitude and admiration to Secretary General Kofi Annan.
Jordan applauds the progress achieved in UN reform under Secretary Annan's tenure. We



welcome especially, the recent creation of the Human Rights Council and the Peacebuilding
Commission.

My friends,

I come before you today with a deep sense of urgency. Never has it been more important for
the world community to act decisively for peace in my region.

The recent crisis in the Middle East is a crisis for all nations. There can be no just global
order when aggression and occupation are permitted to take the place of international law.
When these occur in a region as strategic as the Middle East the shockwaves run worldwide.
Our youth are asking, where is the justice, where is the will, of the global community? We
must answer them by establishing a lasting peace, based on the international legality we have
pledged to uphold.

This means a new focus on the core problem. The region's contemporary crises are
outgrowths of a central grievance, felt throughout the Middle East and indeed the world. That
grievance, plain and simply, is Israeli occupation and the denial, over decades, of Palestinian
rights. Until we end that wrong, conflict will breed more conflict, year after year.

The Middle East conflict has repeatedly come before this institution. And the UN's position
has been repeatedly articulated in resolutions condemning aggression and occupation,
affirming Palestinian self-determination and supporting a process for peace. Yet each year
without progress has brought us another crisis, more suffering, more division. It is time to
take a better path.

We must, of course, respond immediately to help those who suffer the terrible destruction of
conflict. In Lebanon, we must ensure that the government can extend its sovereignty and
control over all the Lebanese territories. The Arab world and the international community
must exert every effort to support reconstruction and development.

These are vital measures. But in the Middle East, these are only partial measures. We can
only solve the Arab-Israeli conflict by addressing the issue at its core; the restoration of
internationally recognised Palestinian rights.

In 2002, the 22 Arab states - agreeing unanimously - led the way with a breakthrough peace
proposal. Our vision and commitment is a viable, independent Palestinian state, living side-
by-side with a secure Israel. Under the Arab Peace Initiative, Israel's security would be
guaranteed, and the occupation of Palestine would end, in accord with UN resolutions.

Events show clearly that there can be no unilateral solution to the conflict. There must be a
genuine partnership among all parties, in the context of international legality and justice.



Such a global partnership for peace is directly connected to the global partnership for
development. Across the world, nations at peace are moving forward with economic growth
and development, investing in education, building communities, helping to shape the future
of the globe. But no nation succeeds in isolation. All nations, all people - especially our youth
- must be able to share in a promising future.

We must make peace a priority. And we must do so now. No session of this great institution
could make a greater contribution to a future of justice and hope.

Thank you.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the Canadian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
CanadaOttawa

13 July 2007

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate,

Mr Prime Minister,
Distinguished Guests,
My friends,

Thank you for your warm welcome. It is an honour to be with you today. | am very aware, in
this building named for the late Lester Pearson, of Canada's long and distinguished role as a
leader in global affairs and, especially, your many contributions to the future of the Middle
East. Jordan's partnership with Canada was close to the heart of my father, King Hussein, and
it remains vital to all of us today. On behalf of my fellow Jordanians, I thank you all.

My friends,

When Canada's Lester Pearson received the Nobel Peace Prize, he described the challenge
facing our world not only as how to bring about a creative peace; but also, how to create a
foundation for lasting security. And he understood, in a deep way, that the path forward must
include an international community that comes together in consensus and mutual respect.

That was fifty years ago. Today, we are still facing the challenge of peace, security, and
global respect. And it is clearer than ever that how we succeed still depends on our ability to
come together, understand our shared interests, and act as one.

The fact is that in the 21st Century world, we share an economic and political destiny, just as
much as we share the future of Earth's air and water. And in just the same way, we have a
tremendous shared responsibility to work together to preserve what we value and shape the
future we want. A future in which our people are safe, economic life can thrive, the heritage



we treasure can be passed to our children, and where inclusive, modern, civil societies can
flourish all over the globe.

In the case of Canada and Jordan, this shared vision has been the basis of an enduring
partnership. Our countries have worked together to promote human security through global
policy institutions and on-the-ground activities like mine removal, training Iraqi civil defence
forces and much else. We share a commitment to global economic opportunity, especially for
the world's youth. And over many decades, we have been working together in the cause of
peace.

One of the most important areas for our shared concern and cooperation is, without a doubt,
the Middle East. It is an area where Canada has had a profound impact and, | believe, a vital
position of continuing influence and respect. The very name of Ottawa is linked to some of
the most pressing global issues - the Ottawa Convention against land mines and of course, the
Ottawa Process to bring justice for Palestinian refugees. Where there is division, Canada'’s
great tradition of pluralism has helped translate across the divides. And where there are seeds
of hope, your leadership has helped progress grow.

Today, | come to ask Canada, our friend, to help shape a future of peace and opportunity in
the Middle East. It is a challenge, | know, to think about the future at a time of crisis. But at
no time is it more necessary.

There have now been 40 years of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land - more than two
generations raised in violence and frustration. The last meaningful political process between
Palestinians and Israelis was so long ago that there are children in school today who were not
even born then. And the potential division of the Palestinian people threatens peace prospects
every single day.

These dangers are reality, but not the entire reality. Behind the headlines, millions of people
on both sides need and want an end to conflict. Millions of Palestinians are united in their
dream of a sovereign, independent Palestinian state. Millions of Israelis look to the day they
can live in peace with their neighbours.

This is the seed of a future we must nourish. What happens on the ground in the next days
and weeks is obviously critical, but the parties do not act in isolation. The international
community can and must help shape the strategic direction of events. It begins by keeping the
focus on the central objective. And that is a final settlement, which can stop an expansion of
violence and clear the way to thriving, stable, civic life.

Arab leaders have worked intensively to move such a process forward. This March, our
countries unanimously renewed the Arab Peace Initiative. It is a historic opportunity for a
just, comprehensive and lasting settlement - one that brings an end to conflict, one that
provides collective security guarantees for all the countries of the region including Israel, and
at long last, one that provides a sovereign, viable, and independent Palestine.



My friends,

This is an initiative whose time has come - a time in which we can envision, and create, a
new future for my region. To meet that need, our aim must be a political process with a clear
direction and outcomes. There must be a timetable that plans for, and sees to the finish line,
the establishment of a Palestinian state. And it must expedite Israel's implementation of
required action, including a withdrawal from the Palestinian territories and an end to
occupation.

But for all this to happen, the larger international community must be engaged. An urgent
first step is support for the Palestinian National Authority, especially in its efforts to alleviate
suffering and strengthen national institutions. Palestinian legitimacy must be supported in
providing the governance that can fulfil people's aspirations and needs, earn public
confidence, and preserve Palestinian unity.

My friends,

Achieving peace is only the beginning. Peace can only be sustained if the people of our
region have the opportunity to lead a productive and satisfying life. For that to be possible,
the economies of our region must maximise their potential. There are opportunities for
investment in infrastructure, for participation in a growing private sector and for developing
markets. In Jordan, men, women and youth are all engaged in national advances. The result is
a well-defined strategy for development and reform.

Nothing is more important to the future. In my region, out of a total population of 325 million
people, more than 60 percent are 24 or younger. That represents nearly 200 million young
people who need and deserve a chance for a productive and rewarding life.

These young men and women of today are truly the Crossroads Generation. This is a
generation who can choose to respect others and reach out in cooperation, who can enrich the
future with their talent, creativity and energy, and who can develop our regional economy
into a strong global entity. To share in the promise of the 21st Century, they need your
support.

My friends,

Your great country has long been admired for its deep commitment to global fairness and
justice. That leadership has never been needed more than now.

There is no doubt that the situation today is difficult. But we cannot let this stop us from
acting. We must be ready to make bold decisions and decisive steps.



I ask Canada, our friend, to help. I ask you to help guide the path of peace in a region that has
seen too much conflict, to open the door to prosperity for millions whose potential is yet
unmet, and to welcome as a global partner, a region seeking its rightful place in the progress
of our world.

Working together, we can achieve what the Middle East needs and the world needs: a future
of security for this generation and the generations to come.

Thank you very much.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah II

At the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs - Princeton University
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29 February 2008

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate,

Fifty-seven countries are not at peace with Israel today.

Fifty-seven countries out of 193 countries in the world.

Fifty-seven countries with a total population greater than Europe and the United States
combined.

Fifty-seven countries, representing one third of the members of the United Nations.
Fifty-seven countries for whose citizens the conflict in Palestine is the issue of their time.
We must, therefore, ask the important question. What are the implications for global stability
if this continues?

Today | assert that this must not continue and that 2008 is a critical year. Yes, at long last,
this year, right now — we are in the best possible position to resolve 60 years of conflict
between Israel and Palestine. The Arab and Muslim states have committed to an
unprecedented and unanimous peace initiative. We have a chance to answer this third of the
world who are not at peace with Israel and who demand freedom and dignity for the
Palestinian people.

But time is running out and we need the United States of America completely involved, to
influence the course of discussions, monitor progress, and help bridge the gaps to ensure a
final agreement by the end of 2008.

It is difficult to exaggerate how great the stakes are, for Americans, for Arabs, for Israelis,
and indeed for the whole world.

But | am not here today to speak only of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. | am here to speak to
you, the scholars of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, of the
critical importance of a long-term strategic American involvement in the development of the
Middle East.



I am here to explain that such a commitment is an opportunity to transform the strategic
landscape of the Middle East for years to come.

I am here to speak of what must, | repeat, must happen if our world is to be safe.

I know that optimism does not come easily in academia. But | do know about the visionary
thinking that is the scholar's gift. Today, | ask you to employ visionary thinking to consider a
short- and long-term strategy that will ensure a viable, stable, prosperous Middle Eastern
region and a safe and secure world for all.

America's involvement is a critical success factor of such a strategy. We need a strong
authority that can act and act swiftly. We need to act now for time is running out. The
continuing confinement of the Palestinians in Gaza everyday creates a greater radicalism
amongst Palestinians and invites other actors within the region to operate on their behalf. The
long period of conflict has allowed new ambitions, influences, and capabilities to appear.
They are echoed in Irag's armed sectarian division, in the attacks on Lebanese sovereignty,
and in the power-projection by state and non-state actors.

There are many other serious threats.

Security, opportunities for youth, economic development, resource scarcity, chronic conflicts,
institutional challenges and nuclear weapon proliferation, are just some examples of the
major challenges we face. You are a prime example of some of the gifted, ambitious youth of
America. We are acutely aware of the urgent needs of our own youth who make up 70 per
cent of my region's people. It is the largest youth cohort in our history. Like American youth,
Internet communications have given them an unprecedented view of the world. In their own
region they see evidence in extremist messages of hatred and isolation. They see a lack of
opportunities and an uncertain future. But they also see the prosperity and freedom that
countries and regions in peace can offer.

We must meet the expectations of this younger generation. In my region, we expect to need
200 million new jobs by 2020. Creating these opportunities will require investment and
partnerships to develop new infrastructure, meet energy and water needs and improve public
services and education. A strong cooperative Arab-American strategic partnership must be
created.

But today my friends, we must contemplate.
| pose these questions for your consideration...

Will my region plunge into more chaos and violence, where extremism rules? Or will it be a
peaceful, developing region?



Will it be a region focused on conflicting radical ideologies fuelled by the manipulation of
sectarian division? Or will it be a region reaping the benefits of globalisation and strong
global partnerships?

Will it be a region that rejects Western alliances, perhaps violently, because they have
become far too difficult to achieve? Or will it be a region that is a global partner in progress
and prosperity with the West?

The choice is ours. But we must act and time is running out. The dangerous combination of
new technology, terrorism and the drastic consequences of economic underdevelopment, all
continue to add to a potentially catastrophic situation on the ground.

We must act this year if we are to achieve the first important advancement towards a strong
Middle Eastern region.

A year ago, before the US Congress, | urged an all-out American commitment to lead the
way forward. | said then what I repeat today: that the wellspring of global division, the source
of resentment and frustration within the region and far beyond, is the denial of justice and
peace in Palestine. The beginning of a long-term strategic partnership between the Arab
world and the United States must begin with the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

America is the only world power capable of ensuring that the parties stay on track and on
time in their current negotiations. And America is uniquely placed to build international
support throughout the peacemaking process. Resolution of this conflict will be critical if we
are to confront the other serious regional challenges.

But time is running out. This year is an unprecedented opportunity to reach a comprehensive
settlement between Israel and all its neighbours.

In Israel, there are those who oppose any movement toward resolution. There are politicians
who do not want peace with Palestinians and who reject a two-state solution. | disagree.
Israel's security cannot depend indefinitely on occupation, walls, and the Israeli military. Real
security for Israel will occur when it is a neighbour among neighbours, an economy among
economies, a people among people working together towards the achievement of common
goals and bright futures.

In America, there are those who oppose any further involvement. There are those who say it
is not America's business. | disagree. You will all know that historically, success in Middle
East peacemaking was achieved when the United States stepped in and drove the
negotiations.

A victory by the enemies of peace, freedom, stability and moderation cannot be an option. If
we miss today's opportunities, peace will be set back, perhaps for decades. Extremists will
continue to act. The forces for moderation and positive change will weaken. Global divisions



will not only endure but also possibly deepen. Questioning of the West's effectiveness, and
commitment, may grow. All of these will have consequences not only for my region but also
for the world.

My friends,

Division and hatred have eroded understanding and agreement. They have played into the
hands of the enemies of humanity - those who attacked the World Trade Centre, those who
would divide multi-cultural Europe, those who, right now, seek to tear my region apart.

If we fail to take the necessary steps to resolve the core problem of the region, it will become
significantly harder for the countries of the Middle East to work in partnership with America
in the future. I fear radical ideologies will determine the political and social agendas in many
of our countries. The region will move further away from our vision of moderation,
prosperity and peace. It will move further away from the common principles of mutual
respect and partnership on which we want to base our relations with the United States and the
West.

Every day another child in my region grows up with frustration and hatred in his or her eyes.
Every day another child grows up with aggression because that is all they have known.

Every day young people lose hope because they cannot get jobs and they cannot see
opportunities.

Princeton scholars,

Speaking here today, | am especially aware of the role of scholars and students in making
progress happen. Where others see unsolvable problems, you see paths that can lead to
answers and successful action. This is the tradition of great scholarship of which you are a
part.

Today | ask you to bring the tradition of scholarship to the challenges that lie ahead, and join
me in thinking about the reality that together our countries can create:

An end to 60 years of conflict, violence, and occupation;

A homeland for Palestinians, offering hope, respect, and a future;

Security and new acceptance for Israel, within its neighbourhood and around the world;

A strategic region that is able to turn to the future as peace takes hold;

And, a new partnership between your country and the Arab and Muslim peoples,
transforming the strategic landscape and creating new horizons for progress and peace.

It is an honour to be speaking to you all today, and I thank you, President Tilghman, for your
warm reception.



I should like to conclude by drawing from the wisdom of the great American after whom this
school was named.

Woodrow Wilson said,

“Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold the world together. There must be, not a
balance of power, but a community of power; not organised rivalries, but an organised
peace.”

T
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In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Mr. Chancellor,
Distinguished Members of the University,
My friends,

It is a wonderful experience to join you today. For me, only one day at Oxford rivals this one,
and that was the day in 1982 that I entered university, and joined this extraordinary
community of fellowship and knowledge.

I am especially pleased to receive this honour from the hands of a champion of global
dialogue, my friend Chris Patten. But may | say, | see this honour as one for all Jordanians. It
is they who inspire me — their achievement and tenacity; their hard work, and their loyalty to
our nation. The responsibility | bear as a Hashemite is dedicated to their future. So today, it is
on behalf of all Jordanians, that | do most gratefully accept this honorary degree.

My friends,

Since 1190 Oxford has been welcoming international students, encouraging the most rigorous
enquiry and inspiring innovative thinking. This University is the wellspring of a worldwide
community of graduates, men and women energised by its standards of excellence and social
responsibility. Scholars and scientists here have revolutionised human understanding and
advanced human welfare — not for your country only, but for the world.

It is with a deep respect for these global contributions that | wish to speak today. | wish to
speak about the urgent need to understand and act upon the threat facing the Middle East
today. I wish to speak about the need to prevent global disaster by preventing regional
disaster. | wish to speak about the opportunity to make my region a contributor to world
stability, rather than a source of radiating crisis.



Today, for much of the developed world, wars are history. For the Middle East, they remain a
constant. Our region is in the firing line of extremist ideologies that seek to divide and
control. Their strategy is to promote confrontation, break down moderation, and sever
cooperation with the West. This minority of extremists have driven conflicts that are now
increasing at an unprecedented rate. New actors, new military doctrines, and advanced
weapons capabilities are transforming the security landscape. Frustration over the Palestinian
situation has fuelled radicalism. There has been no easing of the public perception that the
global system has ignored the Arab and Muslim world.

I do not need to say that, for a region as strategic as the Middle East, these trends are a crisis -
not only for us, but for you. Our regions are deeply intertwined - in trade, in the movement of
peoples, in security, in ideas. And we have a critical shared interest in how the challenge is
met, whether we find the right answers, and whether we find them in time.

Powerful models are at hand. Our globalising world has brought opportunity and progress,
not just because of economic efficiencies, but because of its expanding partnerships. Here,
and elsewhere, people are seeing that peaceful engagement, not hostility, is the way to a
better future. It is a path that Europe itself has spearheaded, through historic reconciliations
and a pioneering regional community. Today the European Community joins 27 countries
and 500 million people, with, by the way, at least six religions, with Islam as the second
largest — all forming a diverse community that cooperates under the rule of law for mutual
benefit.

It is moderation, not extremism, that opens the way to that future — through co-existence,
cooperation, and all the benefits they entail. | believe this path is essential for my region. But
to achieve it, we must work together — boldly, effectively — to create the strategic space for
peace and progress to grow.

The first step is — must be — peace at the core. Justice and statehood, finally, for the
Palestinian people.

We meet here today, on a day — June 4th — that resonates in the ears of every Arab. June 4th,
1967, marks the last day a Palestinian lived free of occupation. The next day, June 5th, began
41 years of whiplashing violence, invasive settlements, a crippled economy, and harsh and
multiplying restrictions on life. For Israel, it has been 41 years of incessant conflict. Sixty
years after its founding, it is still not recognised by 57 countries representing one-third of the
members of the United Nations, with a total population greater than Europe and the United
States combined.

While the conflict continues, people on both sides lose. It is time to help people win. For
Palestinians, justice and a future, in an independent, sovereign, and viable state. For Israelis,
recognition and security — a security that isolation, behind walls and military forces, can
never bring.



The groundwork is in place, the opportunity is here. And Europe, especially the United
Kingdom, can make a critical contribution as honest brokers in negotiations, as sources of
security support and as investors in the Palestinian economy. Your efforts will send a global
message to young people, young Muslims especially, that the international community can
and will deliver on its promise of justice and hope.

Nothing is more important for the youth of our region — 200 million young men and women —
the largest and the fastest growing youth cohort in our history. They see, in a thousand
different ways, all this century has to offer, and they want to share in that promise. Yet most
of our countries are still developing their way out of poverty. Even in this plugged-in
generation, illiteracy remains unacceptably high, especially for women. Our youth face some
of the world's worst unemployment rates.

We must respond. Over the next few years, there needs to be wide-scale, tangible solutions to
the issues that affect people's lives: community development, access to health care, affordable
energy, secure water resources, good schools, gender equality and jobs, jobs, jobs — some 200
million more — for college graduates as well as school-leavers.

We in the region are determined to lead the way. We look to those who understand the stakes
to join with us. In Jordan, we have pressed forward, in spite of the obstacles, making a major
commitment to development and reform. Our people are participating more actively than ever
in the larger world, rejecting the voices of extremism and hatred. Our country is the home of
the Amman Message, with its global message about Islam and its call for tolerance, mutual
respect, and human equality.

My friends,

Jordan has taken risks for a future of peace in our region and the world. | hope we can look to
the members of this university for intellectual, moral and practical support.

Bonds between the Arab, Muslim, and British peoples go back hundreds of years. In the
medieval Canterbury Tales, Chaucer tells us the mark of a learned English doctor: to be “well
versed” in the work of Al Razi, ibn Sina, and ibn Rushd. ibn Sina's The Canon of Medicine
was a standard text for European medical students well into the 17th century.

Today, such academic cross-fertilisation continues. | treasure this honorary degree as a
symbol of the close relationship between Oxford and the Arab world. Academic exchanges
and joint projects have brought our people together. Our students have been welcomed here.
Alumni make a major contribution. Jordan's Oxonians are in key roles across society —
banking, telecommunications, humanitarian work, public service, and more.

Such interactions between East and West are vital today — and we need many more. Not just
official delegations, but students, teachers, entrepreneurs, civic leaders, development



innovators and others. If we refuse to accept the walls that others would create, imagine what
we can achieve. What new thinkers will emerge? What new art and inventions? What new
breakthroughs will enlighten our understanding?

Millions of people in the Middle East want to share in creating a century of progress and
peace. Let us not allow false divisions to hold us back. Let us not accept polarisation.
Together, we can leave old conflicts, old inequalities, old ignorance, in the past. Together, we
can confront the attack on reason and co-existence. Together, we can make a reality of our
shared humanity - European, Asian, Arab; Muslim, Christian, Jew; East and West.

Thank you very much.

My friends,

In our time, we are urgently called to the way of peace. Throughout the world, understanding
and trust among peoples of different faiths and cultures have been eroded. This is especially
apparent among adherents of the three monotheistic faiths - more than half of the global
population. Misinformation and stereotypes - created by a few - are increasingly shaping
perceptions of the Other ... creating fears, suspicions, and even hatred.

To reverse the tide of resentment and fear, communication is vital. There must be a new and
global dialogue among people of different faiths and civilizations. Such a dialogue is
essential, to reveal the commonalities that unite humanity. But it does more. It teaches people
to respect their differences. It opens eyes and hearts to the beauty of diversity. It helps
disentangle fact from fiction. And it exposes the fraudulence of extremist teachings.

In Jordan, we have made inter-faith dialogue and understanding a priority. The Amman
Message is an explanation of the true nature of Islam, and a call to peaceful coexistence
among all human beings. It has been supported by more than 500 of the world's leading
Muslim scholars from all eight schools of Islamic jurisprudence. It has been endorsed by the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, representing Muslim countries the world over.

Jordan is proud to continue this work, including support for other global initiatives. One such
is "A Common Word", an overture from Muslim scholars to their Christian counterparts,
declaring the common ground between Christianity and Islam.

In all this work, we seek to advance a global dialogue, one that can help redirect the course of
our future, away from hostilities and towards peace. This Summit shows that support for such
dialogue has become a priority at the highest levels. Now, together, we must make it our
common task to move the discussion forward: out of the conference rooms; and into the
world's homes, schools, offices, and lives.



Your Majesties, Your Excellencies,

It is impossible to talk about interfaith harmony, especially between East and West, without
also discussing conflict resolution in the Middle East.

The conflict between Israel and the Palestinians is the core conflict in our region. It is a
political conflict, and it demands a just, negotiated solution ... one that brings statehood and
freedom for Palestinians and security and more regional acceptance for Israel. For with every
day that justice is denied to Palestinians; with every day that the occupation prevents a
positive future; the regional and global impact has grown. Resentment and frustration are felt
throughout the region, and indeed, throughout the world. Millions of people, especially young
people, question whether the West means what it says about equality, respect and universal
justice. Meanwhile, extremists - Muslim, Christian and Jewish - are thriving on the doubts
and divisions.

My friends,

I can think of no more effective way to ease East-West and inter-faith tensions than to end
this divisive conflict with a peace based on our deep, shared values: justice; respect for
international law; and the right of all people to live in dignity.

As we move forward with tangible solutions to this and other regional conflicts, we must also
make tangible strides in communication. That means a sustainable, institutional effort to
spread tolerance and acceptance through practical initiatives across the globe.

Youth are vital to success. | hope that from this Summit, we will launch student exchanges
and joint university projects, to bring young people together, and show them that what
humanity has in common is far greater than what separates us.

I also hope we can encourage leadership from the world's media, large and small. No group is
in a better position to get the truth out, on every continent: that people of different faiths can
live in peace and harmony ... that when we do, we are more equipped to face the challenges
... that only together, will we realize the prosperous future all of us seek.

Your Majesty King Abdullah,
Dear Friends,
This milestone gathering is not the end, but the beginning, of our journey. Your participation

has helped us make a giant step forward on the path to global peace and acceptance. It is now
up to all of us to walk the path that takes us to our goal.



Dialogue among civilizations is not a luxury. It is a necessity. Indeed, it is a duty that we
must all fulfil, if we are to end the growing tensions that threaten global stability.

Today, everywhere in the world - the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia -
people of faith and goodwill are coming together.

I pledge to you all, that Jordan will be by your side, a full partner, in every step of the way.
Let us together, dare to shape a new future, a future free from injustice, free from hatred, free
from cultural misconceptions.

God bless you, and reward your efforts.
Thank you.

Peace, God's mercy and blessing be upon you.

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah I1
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In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

Thank you, General Scowcroft. | am delighted to be with all of you this afternoon. CSIS has
been a tremendous source of understanding about the important relationship between the
Middle East and the United States. It is an honour to be invited to join in your dialogue.

My Friends,

Today | want to talk about the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, which has almost defined the
modern history of my region. But | do not want to talk about missed opportunities. | want to
focus on the urgency of not missing any more ... and on why, and how, the United States can
lead.

The US has a stated, strategic interest in ending this conflict. Few crises in history have
presented such a potent mix of threats - from the regional instability and violence it promotes
- to the worldwide divisions it has caused, divisions actively exploited by extremists. But,
there have been equally few situations where a just solution could bring such powerful
benefits - not only to the parties, not only to the region but to the world as a whole.

Yet time, my friends, is not on our side. Every day we lose makes the conflict much harder to
resolve. And that is a danger to all of us.



I know this is understood by President Obama and his team. The President gave early signals
that Middle East peace will be a priority for the United States. We in Jordan welcome his
commitment and engagement. And we are not alone. Every country in the Middle East - and
perhaps even the world - sees the United States as being the key to achieving peace.
America's strategic interests will be advanced by a peace settlement. And in the eyes of the
world, American credibility will be advanced as well.

Tackling the issue head-on is now imperative. Success urgently demands not more process
but more results. That means a clear plan to reach a comprehensive peace - one that builds on
the achievements of previous negotiations. And there must also be a vigorous leadership
commitment, to ensure negotiations move fast towards reconciliation on the basis of the two-
state solution.

My Friends,

We do not have time to engage in yet another open-ended process. We have seen what comes
of process without progress. Every missed opportunity has alienated more people on both
sides. Such a course increases distrust and difficulties and fuels those who seek to carry the
parties down the path of confrontation.

Yet this path cannot help either party get where it needs to be. For Palestinians to reap the
promise of the 21st century, for Israelis to achieve the enduring security they seek, there must
be an end ... to occupation and confrontation ... to settlement-building ... to unilateral
actions in Jerusalem. There must be a settlement that fulfils the legitimate rights of both
parties - the right of Palestinians to statehood and the right of Israelis to security.

One of the vital functions the United States can play right now is to help its friends think and
act in these strategic terms. That means keeping the focus on where the parties want to be - in
ten, twenty, thirty years and more; the hopes and horizons for themselves and their children -
and then setting a direction towards that future, now.

Through its own focus, through its own resolve, the United States will set the standard.
Events are already testing American credibility. These include the Israeli voices for turning
back the clock on negotiations - to disestablish the established agenda for peace. And they
include extremist voices in the Arab world that preach war. I hope that the United States will
make it clear that it will not accept retrograde movement. The elements of a settlement are
known; the agenda for negotiations is agreed; there is a clear objective: two states, each
sovereign, viable, and secure. Such a settlement is a vital US interest, and it is equally vital to
your interests that the world sees the US lead the way.

Indeed, the groundwork is there. The two-state settlement has been agreed by the parties and
the entire international community. And for seven years, against all provocation, the
landmark Arab Peace Initiative has held. The initiative lays out the parameters of a
comprehensive settlement: ending the occupation; creating a Palestinian state; and providing



security guarantees and normal relations for Israel. Muslim countries around the world have
also expressed their support. This offers Israel a place in its neighbourhood and more:
acceptance by the one-third of the UN members - that's 57 countries - that still do not
recognise Israel.

By its unanimous voice, by its serious approach, the Arab Peace Initiative is the most
important proposal for peace in the history of this conflict. We have made our choice: a
comprehensive peace that meets the legitimate needs of all. Israel now has to make its choice.
To integrate into the region, accepted and accepting, with normal relations with its
neighbours. Or to remain fortress Israel, isolated, and holding itself and the entire region a
hostage to continuing confrontation.

And let me be clear: any Israeli effort to substitute Palestinian development for Palestinian
independence cannot bring peace and stability to the region. The path for peace can go only
through the two-state solution. No other solution can offer the justice that people demand and
expect. And no other solution can give people a reason to take the risks peace requires.

Israel must know that attempting to delay this solution will be disastrous for its own future as
well as for the future of the Palestinians. I cannot emphasise enough how important US
partnership is, to help Israel accept the opening the Arab world has offered, work with us, and
move forward.

Now is the time for the United States to lead, to ensure that no more time is wasted. Failing to
act means that we will all lose. The status quo is simply untenable. The dangers are too many
and too big to ignore. A moment of truth is here, for all who claim to seek peace and justice.
It is a time for partnership, courage and action.

It begins with an effective peace plan for 2009 and beyond - a plan of negotiations that can
achieve concrete results quickly and stop a drift towards confrontation. | say plan, not
process, for a reason. The very term “peace process” is an artefact of history. When it was
coined in the 1970s, the idea was to break the decades of deadlock by taking an incremental
approach. And in the following decades we did see breakthroughs. Great leaders like my late
father His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin gave their all to make
progress happen.

Today, | do not diminish those achievements when | say that this old idea has seen its day.
The peace process must end because we have reached the time for the end-game, in which all
sides can win.

Allow me to touch on some areas where creative US leadership can advance that goal.
First is in understanding the regionwide framework for action. The Palestinian-Israeli conflict

does not take place in a vacuum. Regional crises and events are deeply interconnected.
Successful policy must be part of a holistic approach. This includes a division of labour with



regional partners. One example is the work Arab states are already doing to encourage
Palestinian reconciliation. International support will advance this effort. In this and similar
actions, US policy can help empower the region's forces of moderation.

A second key area for US leadership is reinforcing the foundation for peace. Development
aid will not succeed if it is designed as a substitute for Palestinian independence. But
independence will be most successful when it delivers opportunities for fruitful, normal daily
life. Benefits and incentives need to be devised that will create and sustain the conditions for
coexistence and progress.

A third area for US leadership is in the powerful messages your actions can send -especially,
by your response to Palestinian suffering. Signals are delivered when the US ensures relief
and rebuilding in Gaza and provides humanitarian aid in the West Bank. But signals are also
sent when your country acts or fails to act against the daily hardships of West Bank life ...
against illegal settlement building ... against Israeli actions to force Jerusalem's Arab,
Muslim and Christian population out or to threaten Muslim and Christian holy sites. The US
commitment to Palestinian statehood must be unambiguous, in deeds as well as words. This
is central to America's standing not only in the region but the entire Muslim world.

Let me say, Arabs and Muslims throughout the world took note of the President's inaugural
pledge, for a new partnership based on mutual respect and mutual interest. His outreach since
then has been well received in the Arab world.

This good beginning needs to move forward without any break. A high-level US effort is
needed to regenerate bilateral negotiations. And when the parties get to the table, US support
must continue. Where there is deadlock, let the US break the impasse by proposing its own
creative solutions. Beginning to end, the focus must be a final peace agreement, one that
reflects the only viable solution to this conflict: the two-state solution, which will open the
door to comprehensive Middle East peace.

My Friends,
My Friends,

This year marks sixty years of diplomatic ties between Jordan and the United States. Our
partnership has been tested by crises. We have talked truth to each other ... listened to each
other ... and worked together. We have had differences. This is the way of friends. But we
have never lost sight of the value of our strategic partnership or the vital goals we share:
peace, prosperity, security.

Today, we stand together at yet another critical moment. The regional problems are complex
and real. But in our world, we have seen rapid, positive transformations when strategic
interests are clear. The parties, the region, the world, all deeply need this peace. And all are
watching to see how America will lead.



I believe that peace can succeed - and we should settle for nothing less. In that effort, I pledge
Jordan's continued partnership. And just as we ask the parties to do, let the friends of peace,
too, think ahead to the strategic picture. Ten years from now, meeting here, we could be - we
should be - talking about the challenges of life after peace and how to advance our new era of
global coexistence. But to do that in the year 2019, we must also be able to say: our countries
did what needed to be done, back in 2009, with courage and action.

Thank you very much.

At the World Economic Forum on the Middle East
JordanDead Sea

15 May 2009

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate,

My Friends,

Powerful solutions are driven by powerful goals. And | am here to urge you: accept no limits
on your goals today. At this year's Forum, you will be addressing the most critical issues of
our time. Let your answers be just as bold.

Answers that not simply help our countries get through the global economic downturn but
ensure the region emerges as a powerhouse: the go-to place for opportunity and wealth-
building and a determining factor in reshaping the global economy.

Answers that not only boost education and research capacity but make our region the house
of genius for the 21st century, the source of innovation, discovery and expanded horizons.

And answers that not only end conflicts but create a thriving, secure, comprehensive peace.

Make no mistake about it, these goals are within reach. And yours is the capability, yours is
the know-how, yours are the partnerships that will help put them in our grasp.

I know that it is easy, in the hard days of 2009, to feel that events are being shaped elsewhere.
A global recession that began far from our borders has affected growth and shaken
confidence on every continent. In political and security affairs, short-sightedness has
prevented the resolution of conflicts. And occupation and the violation of the basic rights to
freedom, to dignity and to a life of opportunity still deny our region the peace it needs to
realise its full potential.

These challenges are powerful but they do not have the power to break this region or make its
future. That make-or-break power is ours. With the right choices, with courage and will, we
can, and must, create the future our people deserve.



It begins with a regionwide consensus on action - a home-grown, home-based approach to
unity, progress and peace.

Nowhere is this unity more evident than in the Arab Peace Initiative - the historic opening to
a better future for every citizen in this region: negotiated settlement, that will finally end the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict on the basis of the two-state solution, which meets the legitimate
right of the Palestinians to freedom and statehood and offers Israel the security guarantees
and normal relations it needs.

We have committed. So, now, must Israel. The Arab Peace Initiative has offered Israel a
place in the neighbourhood and more: acceptance by 57 nations, the one-third of the UN
members that do not recognise Israel. This is true security - security that barriers and armed
forces cannot bring.

But the time to act is not indefinite. Every delay has brought more danger, not only for the
parties but for the region and indeed, the world. There must be no more missed opportunities,
no more process without progress. What is needed is real action and real results: a clear plan
for comprehensive negotiations and a vigorous leadership commitment to reach the end-
game.

This is the message | conveyed to President Obama when | met with him, just a few weeks
ago. | was encouraged by the President's commitment to the two-state solution, within a
regional approach to a comprehensive peace. | was encouraged that in all my conversations in
Washington, it was clear that people know: inaction is not an option.

The new American commitment has now opened an opportunity to change the direction of
events. But no single step will get us where we need to be. Just as the United States has
committed to momentum, so we in the region - and all our friends - must keep the focus on
results. Let us carry the message worldwide: the groundwork is in place. There are no
excuses for failure.

My Friends,

The Arab Peace Initiative is just one expression of our region's determination to shape its
own positive future. That same sense of purpose and unity must govern economic and other
activity as well.

Challenging economic times call upon us to focus more clearly than ever on the essentials -
the investments and opportunities that will build economic resilience as well as meet our
peoples’ needs.

To succeed, we must build regional multi-sector, multi-skill partnerships. No single entity
owns the region's most pressing challenges - or their solution. Responsive, up-to-date



education systems, the management of water and other scarce resources, health and
environmental solutions, urban and community development: these and many other regional
priorities can be addressed most effectively by combining our capabilities.

Friends,

A vital dynamic in this Forum is your attention to our most important home-grown asset:
youth. The 21st century has brought the Middle East its largest youth population in history. In
only a few years, we will be looking to these 200 million young men and women for our
region's strategies, partnerships, and solutions. They need and deserve all the tools we can
give them, to become the great leaders they are capable of being. To the region's young
leaders, know this: you have the power to transform the future. Set powerful goals. All of us
here today, will help.

My Friends,

These Forums are forward-looking events. But today, we must also look back. This day, May
15, throughout the world, people commemorate the Nakba, the Catastrophe that began for the
Palestinian people 61 years ago. At family tables tonight, there will be elders who can tell of
entire lifetimes of sorrow and loss - and newborns, who may be the fourth generation - the
fourth generation! - born into conflict and an uncertain future.

This history has been a catastrophe not only for Palestinians, but for the entire Middle East - |
would say the entire world. As we join in remembering all that has been lost, as we feel
compassion for all who have suffered, let us also commit ourselves to joining the solution as
well.

Together, through our own initiatives, | believe our region can lead the world away from
destruction and toward the future we need: an undivided Middle East, empowered by
cooperation, and determined to lead; an era of promise for every one of our children, for lives
of dignity, opportunity, and hope.

Your work here will help make that future real. | thank you for being here. And I wish you
the very best success, now and in the days and months ahead.
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(Appendix 4)- A summary of frequencies and collocations of the five nouns in English

Israel/israeli/israel | Arab/arabia/arabs | Palestine/palestinian/p | Terrorism/terror/terro | Islam/islamic/islam’s | Key Words
is/ israeli’s alestinians rist/terrorists
106 123 110 29 79 Frequency
of
occurrence
this plan offers collective | Palestine and Israel, can live the war against terror. a country, proud of its Collocations

Jordan and Israel signed a
peace treaty in 1994.

to the day when two
states, Palestine and
Israel, can live together,
side by side, in peace and
security.

that addresses the needs
of both Palestinians and
Israelis. To the Israelis,
this plan offers collective
security guarantees by all
Arabs,

the Palestinians and
Israelis, who have to
come together to resolve
the many outstanding
issues that divide you.

Blowing up buses will
not induce Israelis to
move forward, and
neither would the killing
of Palestinians or the
demolition of their homes
and their future.

Palestinians and Israelis
have signed on to the
Peace Road Map,

To the Israelis, this plan
offers collective security
guarantees by all Arabs,

we talked about winning
a commitment to the
roadmap to peace for
Israel and Palestine

we witnessed Palestinians
and Israelis affirm their
sincere intent to pursue
the road to peace: to the
Israelis, the roadmap
offers collective security
guarantees by all Arabs;

security guarantees by all
Avrabs, a peace treaty and
normal relations with
Avrab states, and an end
to the conflict.

the roadmap offers
collective security
guarantees by all Arabs;
a peace treaty and normal
relations with Arab
states; and an end to the
conflict.

It's true that in the Arab
world, there is much less
extreme poverty than in
other developing regions.

half of the Arab
population is younger
than 18.

Central to Jordan's
identity is that of an Arab
and Islamic country.

Great Arab cities
provided refuge and new
ideas to travellers from
around the world.

injustice that is so deeply
felt by the Arab people,
both Christians and
Muslims

the Arab-Israeli conflict.

believe we are creating a
model process that can
benefit the Arab world as
awhole.

The international
community must also
solve, and solve now, the
central crisis in our
region — the Arab-Israeli
conflict.

together, side by side.

the road map, that addresses
the needs of both Palestinians
and Israelis.

To the Palestinians, it offers
an end to the occupation

the Palestinians and Israelis,
who have to come together to
resolve the many outstanding
issues that divide you.

just resolution of the Arab-
Israeli conflict and the
question of Palestine.

Palestinians and Israelis have
signed on to the Peace Road
Map.

To Palestinians, it offers an
end to the occupation.

Then, we talked about winning
a commitment to the roadmap
to peace for Israel and
Palestine.

we witnessed Palestinians and
Israelis affirm their sincere
intent to pursue the road to
peace.

; a viable, independent state.

the continuing occupation of
Palestine..

Ongoing violence, in Iraq as
well as in Israel and Palestine,
fuels the fires of radicalism.

Palestinian suffering has
become a worldwide
recruiting poster for extremist
terror.

the fight against poverty, want
and terror.

Jordan have also experienced
the high price of terror this
year.

the global alliance against
terror

to take the lead against
extremism and terrorism
To end terror, to find global
peace,

Palestinian suffering has
become a worldwide
recruiting poster for extremist
terror.

In the war on terror, our
countries have a strong
strategic relationship

, as we fight against terror, we
are also working to deliver on
something better

nd unite in the face of
terrorism.

setting the priorities in the war
on terror.

That means rejecting terror,

we have taken the lead against
extremism and terrorism.

As we fight against terror, we
are also working to deliver on
something better

US Secretary of State Colin
Powell said, “We fight
terrorism because we must,

But a new constellation of
challenges has arisen:
weapons of mass destruction
... global terrorism

Islamic heritage, and facing
the future with confidence.

Central to Jordan's identity is
that of an Arab and Islamic
country.

will tell you that Islam
teaches intolerance,
condones — even demands
violence

Islam has called on its
faithful to lead lives of peace
and tolerance.

It is also untrue that Islam
forbids its believers from
engaging constructively in
the modern world.

The Golden Age of Islam
was built upon a rationalist,
liberal tradition, and it
created a thriving, multi-
ethnic civilisation. Islamic
scholars set milestones in
medicine, astronomy, science
and social justice that paved
the way for the European
Renaissance.

Yet the age-old, positive
traditions of Islam never
died.

Jordan's Islamic values
would still make us want to
take the lead against
extremism and terrorism.

the united belief of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam —
took root and spread across
the world.

Central to this heritage is
Jordan's identity as an

Islamic nation.

concern for the oppressed,;




Ongoing violence, in Iraq
as well as in Israel and
Palestine, fuels the fires
of radicalism.

the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Palestinians and Israelis
affirmed their sincere
intent to pursue the road
to peace.

To the Israelis, the
roadmap offers collective
security guarantees by all
Arabs

the roadmap on an
irreversible course to
Palestinian statehood,
Israeli security, and
prosperity for all in the
Middle East.

the central crisis in our
region — the Arab-Israeli
conflict.

Palestinians and Israelis
affirmed their sincere
intent to pursue the road
to peace.

To the Israelis, the
roadmap offers collective
security guarantees by all
Arabs

the long and hateful
cycle of violence between
Israelis and Palestinians.

a just and lasting
solution: two secure
states, Israeli withdrawal
from the Palestinian
territories and
dismantling of
settlements,

The international
community cannot afford
to let the collective
suicide of Palestinians
and Israelis feed rage and
violence in the region and
the world.

1t would be in tune with
the desires of the
overwhelming majority
of Israelis.

Let me begin with the

Over sixty per cent of the
population of the Arab
World is under 25 years
of age.

the Arab world.

with more than half of
the Arab population
under the age of 18,

Recently, the Arab
Business Council of the
World Economic Forum

The Arab Business
Council is also building
bridges

both parties and the
international community
recognised the path set
forth by the Arab
Summit resolution and
the Road Map.

It would garner the
support of the Arab states
and Europe for the
Palestinian leadership

in all these ways the
Arab world is engaged in
a great enterprise.

Let me begin with the
core challenge: ending
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

As you know, the Arab
League collectively
endorsed this proposal
with full normalisation
between the Arab
countries and Israel.

Reports show that per
capita income has
actually shrunk in the
Arab countries during the
last 20 years. One of
every five Arabs lives on
less than $2 a day, and in
the labour force,

t takes a collective Arab
effort to address these
issues.

within the family of Arab
and Middle Eastern
nations.

We are witnessing
changes in the Arab

Palestinians and Israelis
affirmed their sincere intent to
pursue the road to peace.

To the Palestinians, it offers
an end to the occupation.

Palestinians and Israelis
affirmed their sincere intent to
pursue the road to peace.

To the Palestinians, it offers
an end to the occupation; a
viable, independent state.

two secure states, Israeli
withdrawal from the
Palestinian territories and
dismantling of settlements

the collective suicide of
Palestinians and Israelis feed
rage and violence in the region
and the world.

It would garner the support of
the Arab states and Europe for
the Palestinian leadership.

an independent Palestinian
state lives in peaceful
coexistence alongside a secure
and recognised Israel within
the 1967 frontiers.

Mainstream Palestinians
accept that the refugees' right
of return must not undermine
the demographic balance of
Israel.

A Palestinian capital in
Eastern Jerusalem would be
matched by an Israeli capital
in Western Jerusalem.

For us in Jordan, the crisis in
Palestine is very near.

Such an alliance can secure
the future of Palestine and
Israel, bolster peace and
stability in the Middle East.

For Israel, it's time to end the
occupation and stop the futile
effort to humble Palestinians
into submission.

For the Palestinian leadership,
it is time to act responsibly for
peace and reform their

the international community
in our common fight against
terrorism

to create hope and end despair
— to defeat terror and renew
peace.

. Itis, indeed, a terrible and
challenging time for all of us
who despise terror.

all Jordanians condemn
strongly these heinous
terrorist acts against innocents
and children.

The great evil of terrorism.

To end regional conflict; to
unite against terror; to heal
economic and cultural divides.

When young people are not
threatened by terror and hatred

we must work together against
terror and to bridge economic
and cultural divides.

| speak to you tonight on
behalf of millions of
Jordanians, who seek global
peace in defiance of terror and
hatred.

Jordanians from all walks of
life marched together to defy
terror and assert Islam's true

values.

when Jordanians defied the
terrorists;

Muslim and Christian, arm in
arm, saying no to terror;

he dangerous combination of
new technology, terrorism and
the drastic consequences of
economic underdevelopment.

respect for men and women
alike. From Islam's earliest
history, these are the values
that enriched our culture,

| know that this is not the
description of Islam you will
hear from extremists, or from
those who hate Islam. But
they are wrong

This leads me to say a few
words about the Islamic faith
that is central to Jordan's
identity.

Recent years have brought
new dialogue in the West
about the nature of Islam.

From its earliest days, Islam
pioneered a path that
respected diversity and
tolerance,promoted new
ideas and empowered its
people. This is the true Islam,
and these values a are why
Jordanians speak out against
hatred,

the united belief of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam took
root and spread across the
world.

And may | also say these are
the deepest values of Islam.

Indeed, Islam'’s core values
are essential features of
healthy, stable democracy
everywhere.

In these efforts and others,
Jordan is showing what a
home-grown Arab-Islamic
model can accomplish.

It is a heritage that created
the golden age of Islam - a
multi-ethnic civilisation that
made historic advances in
scholarship and civic
development.

this Arab Islamic heritage is
driving a new era of progress
in the Middle East.

But we believe Jordan's path
can also show others what a
home-grown Arab-Islamic
model can accomplish.




core challenge: ending
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

an independent
Palestinian state lives in
peaceful coexistence
alongside a secure and
recognised Israel within
the 1967 frontiers

with full normalisation
between the Arab
countries and Israel.

Mainstream Palestinians
accept that the refugees’
right of return must not
undermine the
demographic balance of
Israel. Mainstream
Israelis understand that
they cannot be occupiers
of another people.

A Palestinian capital in
Eastern Jerusalem would
be matched by an Israeli
capital in Western
Jerusalem.

Such an alliance can
secure the future of
Palestine and Israel,
bolster peace and stability
in the Middle East

For Israel, it's time to
end the occupation and
stop the futile effort to
humble Palestinians into
submission.

For both parties it is time
to listen to the people,
Israelis and the
Palestinians, who tell us
so clearly: “Give us
security, peace and
justice.” Israel needs to
take the risk for a peace
that would create two
states, living side by side

We are witnessing
changes in the Arab
world that are removing
all strategic security
threats to Israel.

The Arab peace
declaration commits all
Arab countries to accept
peace with Israel, and a

world that are removing
all strategic security
threats to Israel. The
Arab peace declaration
commits all Arab
countries to accept peace
with Israel,

the Arab-Israeli conflict
has cast its dark clouds
over regional
development.

Jordan is the first Arab
country to sign a free
trade area agreement

and the Arab Initiative,
endorsed by the Beirut
Arab League Summit.

Today, most Arabs agree
that reform is vital.
Avrabs also agree that for
reform to succeed, it
must emerge from within
our own societies.

They are the historic
values that drove the
ancient Arab world's
humanism, and its
pioneering civic
development.

| am pleased that in
Tunis last month, the
Arab League concurred
in the need for reform.

This means a just,
lasting, and
comprehensive
settlement to the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

the Arab-Israeli conflict
remains the central
hurdle to peace and
progress in my region,

In these efforts and
others, Jordan is showing
what a home-grown
Arab-Islamic model can
accomplish.

At the Anglo-Arab
Organisation

Anglo-Arab friendship —
for encouraging young
Avrabs to be great citizens
- and for promoting an
important dialogue.

political institutions.

Israelis and the Palestinians,
who tell us so clearly: “Give
us security, peace and justice.”

The United States needs to
clearly and explicitly commit
to a Palestinian state.

They predict the collapse of
the Palestinian Authority and
an end to the prospect of
delivering a two-state solution.

for an end to the occupation
and the creation of a viable,
independent Palestinian state.

This is the future that would
give both Palestinians and
Israelis the security and peace
they need.

a viable, sovereign, and
independent Palestinian state
on the basis of the 1967
borders is also in Jordan's
national interest.

ordan is ready to do its part in
assisting the Palestinian
Authority to rebuild its
capability and assume full
control of the security
situation.

A free, sovereign, viable,
democratic and contiguous
Palestine. Security for Israel to
live in peace with its
neighbours.

Israelis and Palestinians, who
tell us so clearly: “Give us
security, peace and justice.”
That means a free, sovereign,
viable, democratic and
contiguous Palestine.

For generations, Palestinian
suffering has reaped
frustration and anger.

A free, sovereign, viable,
democratic and contiguous
Palestine.

in Palestine, Israel, Iraq and
elsewhere: “Global justice is
real — the system can work.”

Indeed, Russia was
represented at last year's

global Islamic Conference by

no less than President Putin.

In this regard, | applaud
President Putin and so many
of you, for rejecting
Islamophobia.

For our part, in the Islamic
world, I can tell you that
extremists will not silence
the real Islam.

This is what a home-grown
Arab-Islamic model can
accomplish.

It takes inspiration and
power from our society's
deepest Arab-Islamic values:
respect for human dignity,
global good citizenship,
tolerance and peace.

And we have spoken out
very clearly about these
values, in our worldwide
Amman Message about the
true Islam.

It restates the core values of
Islam: peace, tolerance and
the essential unity of the
human race. Islam calls on
believers to reach out to
others with respect and to be
involved in the progress of
the modern world.

Theirs is a profoundly anti-
Islamic agenda. Only by
distorting and abandoning
the true teachings of Islam,
can anyone kill innocent
civilians.

We have followed this up
with concrete measures to
affirm Islam'’s central,
moderate core.

the three monotheistic
religions: Judaism,
Christianity and Islam - to
which the majority of people
in the world belong today.

Another way is by
maintaining a respectful
dialogue between




balanced lasting solution
to the conflict.

It also provides for
collective security
guarantees for Israel, for
an end to the occupation
and the creation of a
viable, independent
Palestinian state.

This is the future that
would give both
Palestinians and Israelis
the security and peace
they need.

For far too long, the
Arab-Israeli conflict has
cast its dark clouds over
regional development.

We feel that any
unilateral Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza
and the West Bank
should be part of the road
map,

This means a just, lasting,
and comprehensive
settlement to the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

Security for Israel to live
in peace with its
neighbours.

It is time to listen to the
people, Israelis and
Palestinians, who tell us
so clearly: “Give us
security, peace and
justice.”

And it means security for
Israel to live in peace
with its neighbours.

International support is
essential to resolving the
core Arab-Israeli conflict.

The Arab-Israeli conflict
remains a huge barrier to
stability and progress in

my region, and the world.

Real security for Israel to

live in peace with its
neighbours.

Let us send a new

The Anglo-Arab
Organisation

Never has it been more
urgent that the British
and Arab people reach
out,

In 1154, the Arab
geographer, Al Idrisi,
described a mysterious
northern place called
Angleterre.

| hope, we helped others
see something of the
proud heritage of the
Arab world.

humanistic values of the
Arab world.

And today, this Arab
Islamic heritage is
driving a new era of
progress in the Middle
East.

Today, most Arabs agree
that reform is vital.

In the Arab world, our
future is our own to
shape. But our friends
here in Britain and
elsewhere have a vital
contribution to make.
International support is
essential to resolving the
core Arab-Israeli
conflict.

his is the hope, indeed
the right, of men and
women throughout the
Arab world.

The Arab people will not
accept measures that are
imposed by outsiders,

The Arab-Israeli conflict
remains a huge barrier to
stability and progress in
my region,

The Arab world is
committed to a balanced
and lasting solution to
the conflict.

The recent UNDP report
ranked Jordan first in

leading nations committed to
helping the Palestinians create
the security and economic
opportunity that progress
requires.

A sovereign, viable
Palestinian state — one that
gives its people the dignity of
freedom and provides a future
of hope.

The basic goals are shared by
people on both sides: justice

for the Palestinians. Security
for the Israelis.

. For Palestinians, for Israelis:
a lasting, just solution; two
states, living beside each other
in peace and security,

a sovereign, viable Palestinian
state, security for Israel, and a
comprehensive settlement that
can bring regional
reconciliation.

a lasting, just solution to the
Arab-Israeli conflict, with two
states, a sovereign, viable
Palestine and a secure Israel;

The Palestinian elections last
week were an important step
in the history of the
Palestinian people.

For years, the Palestinian
people have expressed their
desire for peace, and their
respect for the legitimacy of
international resolutions.

Both peoples, Palestinian and
Israeli, are fed up with
violence.

Establishing a viable,
sovereign Palestinian state,
alongside a secure Israel, is
the only way to put an end to
violence and extremism.

The Palestinian-Israeli peace
process is also at a critical
point.

And the only guarantee for

peace is the two-state solution:
a viable, sovereign Palestinian
state, living alongside a secure

Christianity and Islam, the
two largest religions in the
world.

Both Islam and Christianity
teach belief in and devotion
to, One God, and love for our
fellow human beings.

Jordan's commitment to
peace, tolerance and justice.
They are also at the heart of
Jordan's traditional Islamic
reaffirmation. Reaffirming
traditional Islam consolidates
the middle ground of our
religion,

rejecting extremist hatred
and violence as profound
distortions of Islam.

to defy terror and assert
Islam's true values.

an explanation of the true
nature of Islam and a call to
peaceful coexistence among
all nations.

They represented all eight
traditional schools of Islamic
Jurisprudence from the three
main branches of Islam —
Sunni, Shi'i and Ibadhi.

the world's leading Islamic
authorities.

the validity of all eight
schools of jurisprudence and
of traditional Islamic creeds
and practices.

extremist fatwas justifying
violence are in clear
violation of Islam's
teachings.

the Islamic Conference.

The Islamic reaffirmation is
a Muslim initiative.

The reality is there are

powerful bonds among
Islam, Christianity, and
Judaism

My religion, Islam, is why
traditional Muslims
decisively reject extremist
violence and hatred.




message to young people
—in Palestine, Israel, Iraq
and elsewhere: “Global
justice is real — the
system can work.”

Nowhere is that support
more important than on
the issue of Arab-Israeli
peace.

Security guarantees for
Israel, based on regional
acceptance and peace,
from sea to sea

: justice for the
Palestinians. Security for
the Israelis. Two states
living side by side based
on international legality.

For Palestinians, for
Israelis: a lasting, just
solution; two states,
living beside each other
in peace and security, a
sovereign, viable
Palestinian state, security
for Israel, and a
comprehensive settlement
that can bring regional
reconciliation.

in supporting peace: a
lasting, just solution to
the Arab-Israeli conflict,
with two states, a
sovereign, viable
Palestine and a secure
Israel; a stable, unified
Iraq with a rebuilt
economy and an inclusive
civil society.

Palestinian and Israeli,
are fed up with violence.

Establishing a viable,
sovereign Palestinian
state, alongside a secure
Israel, is the only way to
put an end to violence
and extremism.

The Palestinian-1sraeli
peace process is also at a
critical point.

a viable, sovereign
Palestinian state, living
alongside a secure Israel.

educational reforms in
the Arab world.

This is what a home-
grown Arab-Islamic
model can accomplish.
This is how we will
achieve the peace and
prosperity that the Arab
people so urgently need
and deserve.

And nearly half the
population of today's
Arab world had not yet
been born.

But for those of us in the
Arab world, who believe
in the future, who believe
in our people

It takes inspiration and
power from our society's
deepest Arab-Islamic
values:

The Arab world is
writing a new future; the
pen is in our own hands.

Nowhere is that support
more important than on
the issue of Arab-Israeli
peace.

Make no mistake about
it: today, the enemies of
a just peace are enemies
of Arab progress.

It is a positive vision put
forward by Arab nations
in Beirut three years ago

from Morocco's Atlantic
coast to the United Arab
Emirates' Gulf waters.

I was privileged to be
here in 1999 for the
dedication of the Centre
for Contemporary Arab
Studies.

In the ninth century, a
remarkable institution
opened its doors in the
Arab world: the Bayt Al
Hikma, the House of
Wisdom.

My friends, the Arab
world will not be set
back.

Israel.

Palestine, and Israel whose
futures have been derailed by
years of conflict.

Palestinians must be
empowered to shape a future
of hope in a viable, sovereign
Palestine.

a sovereign, viable, and
independent Palestine and a
process that would lead to a
comprehensive settlement.

That grievance, plain and
simply, is Israeli occupation
and the denial, over decades,
of Palestinian rights.

affirming Palestinian self-
determination and supporting
a process for peace

the restoration of
internationally recognised
Palestinian rights.

Our vision and commitment is
a viable, independent
Palestinian state, living side-
by-side with a secure Israel.

Under the Arab Peace
Initiative, Israel's security
would be guaranteed, and the
occupation of Palestine would
end,

the Ottawa Process to bring
justice for Palestinian
refugees.

the Israeli occupation of
Palestinian land - more than
two generations raised in
violence and frustration

he last meaningful political
process between Palestinians
and Israelis was so long ago .

Millions of Palestinians are
united in their dream of a
sovereign, independent
Palestinian state.

one that provides a sovereign,
viable, and independent

. It is an explanation of the
true nature of Islam and a
call to peaceful coexistence
among all human beings.

a declaration that invalidates
extremist fatwas that violate
Islamic precepts and justify
violence.

the Islamic Conference.

The Amman Message is an
all-Islamic initiative, but the
road to moderation is not for
Muslims alone.

The majority of Muslims
also condemn the violence
that ensued as alien to the
principles of Islam. And |
know that many in the West
also spoke out, rejecting the
vilification of Islam.

t is an explanation of the true
nature of Islam and a call to
peaceful coexistence among
all human beings.

at every level of society,
have raised their voices to
restate Islam’'s commitment
to respect for others.

a gathering of some of the
most learned Islamic scholars
in the world met to carry the
Amman Message forward.

Their declaration strikes at
the roots of extremism by
denying its Islamic
legitimacy.

the international
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference

articulating Islam's abiding
social values: respect for
others; social justice; peace.

by the way, at least six
religions, with Islam as the
second largest — all forming a
diverse community that
cooperates under the rule of
law for mutual benefit.

the Amman Message, with




| can't stand here today
without thinking about
students in Iraq,
Palestine, and Israel
whose futures have been
derailed by years of
conflict.

Israel must be part of the
neighbourhood, making
peace with all.

It promised security
guarantees for Israel to
live in peace with its
neighbours

That grievance, plain and
simply, is Israeli
occupation and the
denial, over decades, of
Palestinian rights.

We can only solve the
Arab-lIsraeli conflict by
addressing the issue at its
core

independent Palestinian
state, living side-by-side
with a secure Israel.
Under the Arab Peace
Initiative, Israel's security
would be guaranteed, and
the occupation of
Palestine would end,

There have now been 40
years of the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian
land

The last meaningful
political process between
Palestinians and Israelis
was so long ago that there
are children in school
today who were not even
born then.

Millions of Israelis look
to the day they can live in
peace with their
neighbours.

for all the countries of the
region including Israel,
and at long last, one that
provides a sovereign,
viable, and independent
Palestine.

And it must expedite
Israel's implementation of

In Arabic, the
Mediterranean is named
Al Bahr Al Abyad Al
Mutwasset

a lasting, just solution to
the Arab-Israeli conflict,
with two states, a
sovereign, viable
Palestine and a secure
Israel.

This two-state solution
was presented in the
Arab peace proposal in
2002,

especially in reaching out
to the Arab world.

At the Arab and
American Action Forum.

Young Arab Leaders are
making a major impact
throughout

May | say a special word
of appreciation to the
Young Arab Leaders
organisation,

| hear young Arab men
and women ask if
America is listening to
them.

and the Arab nation is
your partner, in both
peace and progress.

the Arab world has been
moving forward with a
vision for the future.

Young Arab
professionals are guiding
innovation and delivering
on performance

And young Arab leaders
are already driving the
way forward.

In 2002, the Arab states
broke the old cycle with
a landmark peace
proposal.

The Arab action was an
unprecedented opening.

In November, the Young

Palestine.

and sees to the finish line, the
establishment of a Palestinian
state.

including a withdrawal from
the Palestinian territories and
an end to occupation.

An urgent first step is support
for the Palestinian National
Authority,

Palestinian legitimacy must be
supported in providing the
governance that can fulfil
people's aspirations and needs,
earn public confidence, and
preserve Palestinian unity.

Fifty-seven countries for
whose citizens the conflict in
Palestine is the issue of their
time.

we are in the best possible
position to resolve 60 years of
conflict between Israel and
Palestine.

freedom and dignity for the
Palestinian people.

But | am not here today to
speak only of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

The continuing confinement of
the Palestinians in Gaza
everyday creates a greater
radicalism amongst
Palestinians and invites other
actors within the region to
operate on their behalf.

the denial of justice and peace
in Palestine.

must begin with the resolution
of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

There are politicians who do
not want peace with
Palestinians and who reject a
two-state solution.

A homeland for Palestinians,
offering hope, respect, and a
future;

its global message about
Islam and its call for
tolerance, mutual respect,
and human equality.

The Amman Message is an
explanation of the true nature
of Islam, and a call to
peaceful coexistence among
all human beings. It has been
supported by more than 500
of the world's leading
Muslim scholars from all
eight schools of Islamic
jurisprudence. It has been
endorsed by the Organization
of the Islamic Conference,
representing Muslim
countries the world over.

One such is "A Common
Word", an overture from
Muslim scholars to their
Christian counterparts,
declaring the common
ground between Christianity
and Islam.




required action, including
a withdrawal from the
Palestinian territories and
an end to occupation.

Fifty-seven countries are
not at peace with Israel
today.

—we are in the best
possible position to
resolve 60 years of
conflict between Israel
and Palestine.

We have a chance to
answer this third of the
world who are not at
peace with Israel and who
demand freedom and
dignity for the Palestinian
people.

It is difficult to
exaggerate how great the
stakes are, for Americans,
for Arabs, for Israelis,
and indeed for the whole
world.

I am not here today to
speak only of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

the Arab world and the
United States must begin
with the resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

This year is an
unprecedented
opportunity to reach a
comprehensive settlement
between Israel and all its
neighbours.

In Israel, there are those
who oppose any
movement toward
resolution.

Israel's security cannot
depend indefinitely on
occupation, walls, and the
Israeli military. Real
security for Israel will
occur when itis a
neighbour among
neighbours,

Security and new
acceptance for Israel,

Arab Leaders group will
meet in Jordan.

The Arab world and the
international community
must exert every effort to
support reconstruction
and development.

We can only solve the
Arab-Israeli conflict by
addressing the issue at its
core

In 2002, the 22 Arab
states - agreeing
unanimously - led the
way with a breakthrough
peace proposal

Under the Arab Peace
Initiative, Israel's
security would be
guaranteed, and the
occupation of Palestine
would end, in accord
with UN resolutions.

Arab leaders have
worked intensively to
move such a process
forward. This March, our
countries unanimously
renewed the Arab Peace
Initiative.

The Arab and Muslim
states have committed to
an unprecedented and
unanimous peace
initiative

Itis difficult to
exaggerate how great the
stakes are, for
Americans, for Arabs,
for Israelis, and indeed
for the whole world.

A strong cooperative
Arab-American strategic
partnership must be
created.

The beginning of a long-
term strategic partnership
between the Arab world
and the United States
must begin with the
resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Frustration over the
Palestinian situation has
fuelled radicalism.

The first step is — must be —
peace at the core. Justice and
statehood, finally, for the
Palestinian people.

June 4th, 1967, marks the last
day a Palestinian lived free of
occupation

For Palestinians, justice and a
future, in an independent,
sovereign, and viable state

as sources of security support
and as investors in the
Palestinian economy

The conflict between Israel
and the Palestinians is the core
conflict in our region.

one that brings statehood and
freedom for Palestinians and
security and more regional
acceptance for Israel.

For with every day that justice
is denied to Palestinians; with
every day that the occupation
prevents a positive future; the
regional and global impact has
grown.

Today | want to talk about the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
which has almost defined the
modern history of my region.

For Palestinians to reap the
promise of the 21st century,

the right of Palestinians to
statehood and the right of
Israelis to security.

ending the occupation;
creating a Palestinian state;
and providing security
guarantees and normal
relations for Israel.

And let me be clear: any
Israeli effort to substitute
Palestinian development for
Palestinian independence
cannot bring peace and
stability to the region.

Israel must know that




within its neighbourhood
and around the world;

For Israel, it has been 41
years of incessant
conflict.

For Israelis, recognition
and security — a security
that isolation, behind
walls and military forces,
can never bring.

The conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians
is the core conflict in our
region.

and security and more
regional acceptance for
Israel.

Today | want to talk
about the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict,

for Israelis to achieve the
enduring security they
seek,

hese include the Israeli
voices for turning back
the clock on negotiations

and providing security
guarantees and normal
relations for Israel.

This offers Israel a place
in its neighbourhood and
more: acceptance by the
one-third of the UN
members

Israel now has to make its
choice.

Or to remain fortress
Israel, isolated, and
holding itself and the
entire region a hostage to
continuing confrontation.

any lIsraeli effort to
substitute Palestinian
development for
Palestinian independence
cannot bring peace and
stability to the region.

Israel must know that
attempting to delay this
solution will be

a new partnership
between your country
and the Arab and Muslim
peoples,

There has been no easing
of the public perception
that the global system
has ignored the Arab and
Muslim world.

We meet here today, on a
day — June 4th — that
resonates in the ears of
every Arab. June 4th,
1967, marks the last day
a Palestinian lived free of
occupation.

Bonds between the Arab,
Muslim, and British
peoples go back
hundreds of years.

| treasure this honorary
degree as a symbol of the
close relationship
between Oxford and the
Arab world.

Together, we can make a
reality of our shared
humanity - European,
Asian, Arab; Muslim,
Christian, Jew; East and
West.

And they include
extremist voices in the
Arab world that preach
war.

And for seven years,
against all provocation,
the landmark Arab Peace
Initiative has held.

By its unanimous voice,
by its serious approach,
the Arab Peace Initiative
is the most important
proposal for peace in the
history of this conflict.

| cannot emphasise
enough how important
US partnership is, to help
Israel accept the opening
the Arab world has
offered, work with us,

attempting to delay this
solution will be disastrous for
its own future as well as for
the future of the Palestinians.

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict
does not take place in a
vacuum.

One example is the work Arab
states are already doing to
encourage Palestinian
reconciliation.

Development aid will not
succeed if it is designed as a
substitute for Palestinian
independence.

Palestinian suffering.

The US commitment to
Palestinian statehood must be
unambiguous, in deeds as well
as words.

that will finally end the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict on
the basis of the two-state
solution,

which meets the legitimate
right of the Palestinians to
freedom and statehood and
offers Israel the security
guarantees and normal
relations it needs.

the Nakba, the Catastrophe
that began for the Palestinian
people 61 years ago.

This history has been a
catastrophe not only for
Palestinians, but for the entire
Middle East




disastrous for its own
future

to help Israel accept the
opening the Arab world
has offered,

The Palestinian-Israeli
conflict does not take
place in a vacuum.

against Israeli actions to
force Jerusalem's Arab,
Muslim and Christian
population out

that will finally end the
Palestinian-Israeli
conflict on the basis of
the two-state solution,

and offers Israel the
security guarantees and
normal relations it needs.

We have committed. So,
now, must Israel.

The Arab Peace Initiative
has offered Israel a place
in the neighbourhood and
more:acceptance by 57
nations, the one-third of
the UN members that do
not recognise Israel.

and move forward.

One example is the work
Avrab states are already
doing to encourage
Palestinian
reconciliation.

against Israeli actions to
force Jerusalem's Arab,
Muslim and Christian
population out or to
threaten Muslim and
Christian holy sites.

Let me say, Arabs and
Muslims throughout the
world took note of the
President's inaugural
pledge, for a new
partnership based on
mutual respect and
mutual interest. His
outreach since then has
been well received in the
Arab world.

Nowhere is this unity
more evident than in the
Arab Peace Initiative.

The Arab Peace Initiative
has offered Israel a place
in the neighbourhood

The Arab Peace Initiative
is just one expression of
our region's
determination to shape
its own positive future.




