
Book Review

Bao, Hongwei, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, eds. Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa
and China Encounters in Media and Culture. India: Routledge, 2025, 286 pp.,
ISBN 9781032948362.

Reviewed by Na Liu, PhD, School of International Studies, Communication University of China, Beijing,
China, E-mail: 61167@cuc.edu.cn. https://orcid.org/0009-0008-8946-8270

https://doi.org/10.1515/jtc-2025-0002
Published online May 8, 2025

Against the backdrop of the profound reorganization of the global power structure in
the 21st century, the interaction between Africa and China has increasingly become a
focal point in the study of international relations.Whilemainstreamnarratives often
confine themselves to frameworks of economic cooperation and geopolitical
competition, the neglect of the cultural dimension has led to an oversimplified un-
derstanding of China-Africa relations. The publication of Entanglements and Am-
bivalences: Africa and China Encounters inMedia and Culture is a timely and valuable
addition to these pluralistic perspectives. By bringing together scholars from across
disciplines and geographies, the book adopts the Global South as a critical lens and
refracts the complex spectrum of China-Africa relations through the prism of cul-
tural production. As a scholarly work exhibiting both theoretical depth and practical
relevance, it elucidates the cultural and political logic of dynamic negotiation within
the Global South, employing the conceptual framework of “Entanglements” and
“Ambivalences.”

1 The Global South: From Conceptual Category to
Analytical Framework

This book effectively transforms the Global South from a geographical concept into a
critical analytical framework. At the outset, the editors emphasize that the specificity
of China-Africa relations lies in their shared colonial history and postcolonial
identities, which form the emotional and historical foundation of their dialogue.
However, this “Southern solidarity” is not presented as a naturally homogenous
alliance, but rather as a dynamic process characterized by tension and negotiation.
For example, the book highlights that the “re-imagining” of the Asian-African rev-
olutionary discourse is not a mere historical reproduction. Instead, it is presented as
a “counter-hegemonic aesthetics” that transcends national boundaries through the
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appropriation and reconstruction of artistic symbols. This perspective challenges the
“center-periphery” dichotomy prevalent in traditional international relations
research and situates China-Africa interactions within the dialectical field of decol-
onization and recolonization.

The book avoids romanticizing the “Global South” as a homogenous camp solely
focused on resistance to theWest. Instead, it reveals internal contradictions through
specific case studies. For instance, Emeka Umejei’s analysis of social media discourse
demonstrates both critical engagement with external economic partnerships and a
re-evaluation of dominant global narratives (Umejei 2025).

2 Cultural Practices: From Politics of
Representation to Infrastructural Critique

The structure of this book insightfully reflects the understanding that culture
functions both as a vehicle for representation and as a material basis for power
relations between China and Africa. The first section focuses on the practices of
literature, art, and translation, revealing the power dynamics inherent in the politics
of representation. A study on the reinterpretation of African art within the Chinese
context observes that Chinese engagements with “Africanness” challenge conven-
tional Western art historical paradigms while simultaneously fostering a critical
dialogue on cross-cultural representation. This duality is also evident in Xiangzhen
He’s analysis of Chinese literary translation (He 2025).

The second section shifts its focus to an analysis of digital technology as a
medium, expanding cultural studies to infrastructural dimensions. Daniel H.
Mutibwa’s examination of digital economy initiatives underscores that China’s
development of digital infrastructure serves not only as a form of technological
collaboration but also as a conduit for cross-cultural exchange. These digital infra-
structure initiatives provide new platforms for localized cultural production in Af-
rica, while simultaneously presenting both opportunities and challenges concerning
data governance and cultural diversity (Mutibwa 2025).

Further extending this analysis, Heshen Xie’s study of the Kool Kids Film Festival
Coalition explores how transnational cultural networks reshape traditional frame-
works of engagement. Their research illustrates how collaborative projects challenge
conventional assumptions about cultural divides and foster dialogue on shared
values. Significantly, the study underscores the importance of contextualizing
gender norms within the diverse socio-political landscapes of the Global South. This
shift from representational to infrastructural perspectives offers a robust frame-
work for examining the multifaceted dynamics of China-Africa relations (Xie 2025).
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3 Ambivalent Narratives: Beyond Romanticization
and Demonization

This book transcends simplistic binary thinking by employing a dialectical narrative
of “symbiosis” and “contradiction.” It refrains from viewing ambivalence as a
rupture in relationships, but rather as an essential aspect in the formation of
subjectivity within the Global South. Drawing on Russell West-Pavlov’s reading of
The Dragonfly Sea, the book suggests that the “instrumentalization” and “recon-
textualization” of historical memory in Africa have consistently existed in tandem,
and this inherent tension fuels cultural innovation. In this sense, “contradiction” is
no longer perceived as a negative element to be eliminated, but as a catalyst for
creative transformation arising from the intersection of multiple modernities (West-
Pavlov 2025).

This book stands as a highly significant contribution, marking a paradigm shift
in China-Africa studies froma primary focus on geo-economics to cultural politics. By
examining media and culture as arenas of power dynamics, it not only deepens our
understanding of China-Africa relations but also represents a crucial step in the
theoretical development of the Global South concept.

References

He, Xiangzhen. 2025. “Translating the Global South Chinese Culture ‘Going Global’ through English-
translated Chinese Literature.” In Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa and China Encounters in
Media and Culture, edited by Hongwei Bao, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, 95–117. India: Routledge.

Mutibwa, Daniel H. 2025. “Digital Economy Industries, The Logic of Globalisation and the Engineered and
Entangled cultures of Production and Consumption behind the China–Africa Nexus.” In
Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa and China Encounters in Media and Culture, edited by
Hongwei Bao, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, 121–47. India: Routledge.

Umejei, Emeka. 2025. “#ChinaMustExplain: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Stigmatisation of Africans in
China.” In Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa and China Encounters inMedia and Culture, edited by
Hongwei Bao, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, 175–92. India: Routledge.

West-Pavlov, Russell. 2025. “Yvonne Owuor’s the Dragonfly Sea against the Instrumentalisation of History
in the Sino-African Indian Ocean World.” In Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa and China
Encounters in Media and Culture, edited by Hongwei Bao, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, 67–70. India:
Routledge.

Xie, Heshen. 2025. “Assembling the Queer Global South, Intra- and Inter-Regional Solidarity in Queer Film
Festivals.” In Entanglements and Ambivalences: Africa and China Encounters inMedia and Culture, edited
by Hongwei Bao, and Daniel H. Mutibwa, 213–29. India: Routledge.

Book Review 83


	1 The Global South: From Conceptual Category to Analytical Framework
	2 Cultural Practices: From Politics of Representation to Infrastructural Critique
	3 Ambivalent Narratives: Beyond Romanticization and Demonization
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 35
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1000
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.10000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /ENU ()
    /ENN ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (ISO Coated v2 \(ECI\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName <FEFF005B0048006F006800650020004100750066006C00F600730075006E0067005D>
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


