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The Keimyung Institute for International Studies at Keimyung University (KIIS)
was established in 1995 to promote systematic and extensive research on inter-
national and area studies. As a research and teaching institution, KIIS provides
innovative research opportunities and education programs for faculty members
and students of the Keimyung Community. These bring together researchers for
major research initiatives and projects about world regions and international re-
lationships. The KIIS organizes regional research clusters targeting five key re-
gions, including China, Japan, the United States, Europe, and Latin America. The
KIIS not only covers research on issues within one country, but also promotes
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comparative research between countries and between regions. Facultymembers of
the KIIS conduct interdisciplinary research that synthesizes and combine various
academic perspectives such as politics, economics, sociology, history, and cultural
anthropology on regions of the world.

The KIIS currently partners with a total of 20 institutions and conducts aca-
demic exchanges with institutions in Korea and various regions of the world
including government agencies, academic societies, universities, and research
institutes. Numerous academic conferences, symposiums, and Keimyung Inter-
national Studies Forums are held to share research results in the field of interna-
tional and area studies each year. The KIIS reaches out to the wider academic
community through its journal, the Journal of International Studies, and publishes
research series to help researchers share their findings.

There are continuous efforts on delivering educational programs for under-
graduate students. The KIIS holds Brown Bag Seminars in which the lecturer and
students freely discuss the world’s latest issues. Topics vary widely including
globalization, international relationships, regional issues, and writing seminars
on proposing a thesis on these topics. The KIIS also holds a student poster thesis
contest about various issues in different countries for students to develop an
interest and in-depth understanding of regional studies. The IssuePress is another
educational program where students search and translate foreign articles that
cover significant global issues and upload them on the KIIS’s IssuePress website.
This not only allows students, but also the general public to have access to various
world issues that mass media seldom addresses.

Finally, KIIS seeks to become a large umbrella by creating a network of re-
searchers to share interests and conduct profound and creative research. Through
this process, KIIS plans to further expand its research to regions such as Southeast
Asia. In addition, KIIS aspires to be a place that serves as a key center in Korea for
research and education in the field of international and area studies.
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