
2019�·�VOLUME 32�·�ISSUE 2

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Thomas E. Ford, Psychology 

Department, Western Carolina 

University, USA

E-mail: humorjournal@gmail.com

EDITORS-AT-LARGE
Salvatore Attardo, Texas A&M

University – Commerce, USA

Giselinde Kuipers, University of

Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Victor Raskin, Purdue University, USA

BOOK REVIEW EDITORS
Julia Taylor Rayz

Purdue University, USA

E-mail: jtaylor1@purdue.edu

John Parkin, University of Bristol, UK

E-mail: j.parkin@bristol.ac.uk

Larry Ventis, College of William and 

Mary, USA

E-mail: wlvent@wm.edu

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
Andrew R. Olah, Western Carolina 

University, USA

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, ISHS
Martin D. Lampert

Holy Names University, USA

EDITORIAL BOARD
Salvatore Attardo, Texas A&M 

University, USA

Delia Chiaro, University of Bologna, 

Italy

Wladyslaw Chlopicki, Jagiellonian 

University, Poland

Christie Davies, University of Reading, 

UK

Jessica Milner Davis, University of 

Sydney, Australia

Christian Hempelmann, Texas A&M 

University, USA

Giselinde Kuipers, University of 

Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Paul Lewis, Boston College, USA

Sharon Lockyer, Brunel University, 

UK

Rod Martin, University of Western 

Ontario, Canada

HUMOR
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
HUMOR RESEARCH



Lawrence E. Mintz, University of 

Maryland, USA

John Morreall, College of William and 

Mary, USA

Alleen P. Nilsen, Arizona State 

University, USA

Don L. F. Nilsen, Arizona State 

University, USA

Neal R. Norrick, Saarland University, 

Germany

Elliott Oring, California State University, 

USA

Victor Raskin, Purdue University, 

USA

Willibald Ruch, University of Zurich, 

Switzerland

Limor Shifman, Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem, Israel

BOARD OF CONSULTING EDITORS
Goh Abe

Tokushima Bunri University, Japan

Sammy Basu

Willamette University, USA

Nancy Bell, Washington State 

University, USA

Hugo Carretero Dios

University of Granada, Spain

Gil Greengross, Aberystwyth 

University, Wales

Sonja Heintz, University of Zurich, 

Switzerland

Holger Kersten, Otto-von-Guericke 

University, Magdeburg, Germany

Nick Kuiper

University of Western Ontario, 

Canada

Liisi Laineste

Estonian Literary Museum, Estonia

Tracey Platt, University of 

Wolverhampton, UK

Graeme Ritchie

University of Aberdeen, UK

Julia Taylor

Purdue University, USA

Villy Tsakona

National and Kapodistrian University 

of Athens, Greece

Larry Ventis

College of William and Mary, USA

HUMOR is the offi cial journal of the International Society of Humor Studies. 

For further information, please see the web site: www.humorstudies.org.



ABSTRACTED/INDEXED IN Baidu Scholar · BDSL Bibliographie der deutschen Sprach- und 

Literaturwissenschaft · BLL Bibliographie Linguistischer Literatur · Cabell’s Directory · CNKI 

Scholar (China National Knowledge Infrastructure) · CNPIEC: cnpLINKer · Dimensions · EBSCO 

(relevant databases) · EBSCO Discovery Service · EMCare · ERIH PLUS (European Reference Index 

for the Humanities and Social Sciences) · Gale/Cengage · Genamics JournalSeek · Google Scholar · 

IBR (International Bibliography of Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social 

Sciences) · IBZ (International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social 

Sciences) · International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (ProQuest) · J-Gate · Journal Citation 

Reports/Social Sciences Edition · JournalGuide · JournalTOCs · KESLI-NDSL (Korean National 

Discovery for Science Leaders) · Linguistic Bibliography · Linguistics Abstracts Online · Microsoft 

Academic · MLA International Bibliography · Naviga (Softweco) · Norwegian Register for Scientifi c 

Journals, Series and Publishers · OLC Linguistik · Primo Central (ExLibris) · ProQuest (relevant 

databases) · PsycINFO · Publons · QOAM (Quality Open Access Market) · ReadCube · SCImago 

(SJR) · SCOPUS · Sherpa/RoMEO · Summon (Serials Solutions/ProQuest) · TDNet · Ulrich’s 

Periodicals Directory/ulrichsweb · WanFang Data · Web of Science: Arts &amp; Humanities Citation 

Index; Current Contents/Arts &amp; Humanities; Current Contents/Social and Behavioral Sciences; 

Social Sciences Citation Index · WorldCat (OCLC)

The publisher, together with the authors and editors, has taken great pains to ensure that all information 

presented in this work refl ects the standard of knowledge at the time of publication. Despite careful 

manuscript preparation and proof correction, errors can nevertheless occur. Authors, editors and 

publisher disclaim all responsibility for any errors or omissions or liability for the results obtained from 

use of the information, or parts thereof, contained in this work.

ISSN 0933-1719 ∙ e-ISSN 1613-3722

All information regarding notes for contributors, subscriptions, Open access, back volumes and orders 

is available online at www.degruyter.com/view/j/humr

RESPONSIBLE EDITOR Thomas E. Ford, Psychology Department, Western Carolina University, 91 

Killian Building Lane, Cullowhee, NC 28723-9041, USA.

Email: humorjournal@gmail.com

JOURNAL MANAGER Sabine von Wittke-Holweg, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin,  

Germany, Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05-334, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05-250, 

Email: Sabine.von.Wittke@degruyter.com

RESPONSIBLE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS Claudia Neumann, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 

10785 Berlin, Germany, Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05-226, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05-264, 

Email: anzeigen@degruyter.com

© 2019  Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston

TYPESETTING Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd., Pondicherry, India

PRINTING Franz X. Stückle Druck und Verlag e.K., Ettenheim



Contents

Special Issue Dedicated to Christie Davies: Jokes, Targets
and Spontaneous Order
Guest Editors: Liisi Laineste and Sharon Lockyer

Liisi Laineste and Sharon Lockyer
Introduction: Special Issue dedicated to Christie Davies 147

Elliott Oring
Oppositions, overlaps, and ontologies: The general theory of verbal humor
revisited 151

Delia Chiaro
Tearing up the sanity clause: A class action 171

Hannah Baldwin
Was it you who died, or your brother? 179

Giacinto Palmieri
Between cant and Kant: Christie Davies and the (im?)possibility of seriousness
in humor studies 195

Jan Chovanec
Early Titanic Jokes: A disaster for the theory of disaster jokes? 201

The Advisory Board of the International Summer School and Symposium
on Humour and Laughter
Christie Davies at the Humor Summer School 227

Dorota Brzozowska and Władysław Chłopicki
The Chinese as targets in Polish humorous discourse 235

Argiris Archakis and Villy Tsakona
Racism in recent Greek migrant jokes 267

Goh Abe
Lessons learned about humor from J.C.H. Davies and examples in his home
collection 289

Humor 2019 | Volume 32 | Issue 2



Holger Kersten
America’s faith in the laugh resistance – popular beliefs about political humor
in the 2016 presidential elections 299

Moira Marsh
Select bibliography of Christie Davies’ works 317

2019 | Volume 32 | Issue 2 Humor




