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BOOK REVIEWS 

C R I V E L L E R , G.: Preaching Christ in Late Ming China. The Jesuits' Presentation of Christ from 
Matteo Ricci to Giulio Aleni. Taipei - Brescia, Ricci Institute for Chinese Studies and Fondazione 
Civiltà Bresciana 1997. 479 pp. 

Christological research in China is a new subject of Chinese studies. Relatively recently, until the 
otherwise excellent J. Gemct ' s : Chine et Christianisme. Action et Réaction, Paris 1982 and its English 
version China and the Christian Impact. A Conflict of Cultures, New York 1985, it was commonly ad-
mitted that some aspects of the personality of Jesus, namely his passion and resurrection remained 
hidden, or not enough preached by the first Jesuit missionaries in China after 1582. Professor Gernet 
mostly took over the assertions of the Chinese adversaries of Christianity, followers of Neo-Confu-
cianism and different forms of Buddhism. After Gernet ' s book was certainly favourably received by 
many European and American readers, contemporary Jesuit scholars, for instance, N. Standaert, and 
the author of the book under review, started to study the less known treatises of their confreres of the 
early seventeenth ccntury and proved that those assertions were not completely true. 

The f i rs t Jesuit miss ionar ies Matteo Ricci ( 1 5 5 2 - 1 6 1 0 ) and Miche le Ruggcri ( 1 5 4 3 - 1 6 0 7 ) 
preached at first in the clothes of Buddhist monks. Since Buddhists did not always have a good reputa-
tion in China in those times, and they (especially Ricci) found out that Confucian moral teaching had 
some similar features to Christianity and more influence in the society, Jesuits changed their accom-
modation policy and started with the new strategy of indigenization consisting in implementing Con-
fucianism with new Christian ideas, and taking over some Confucian manners in lifestyle, language, 
knowledge of philosophical, religious and literary writings, f inding relatively common denominators 
concerned with the names appropriate to God, spirit, soul, esteem for friendship and the relative un-
derstanding of the different attitudes to the problem of belief. 

Up to the last decades more attention was dedicated to mediating role of the Jesuit missionaries 
between Europe and China in the philosophical realm and natural sciences. In reality, all the followers 
of St. Ignatius in China, were more interested in preaching Christian doctrine than in spreading other 
kinds of knowledge. Jesuit missionaries, because they were much better educated than Franciscans or 
Dominicans, were able to use this knowledge in order to persuade the Chinese of their truths, both in 
the field of science and in Christian teachings. 

The very ostentative preaching of Franciscan and Dominican friars was mostly very unattractive to 
educated Chinese and provoked misunderstanding and persecution. Ricci and his followers tried to say 
all or nearly all from the life and work connected with Jesus Christ, although they were very careful 
with the unbelievers, since they knew that the reaction of the Chinese could be very harmful to a few 
converts who were in the vicinity of the missionaries. Both Ricci and Ruggcri in their catechisms did 
not mention Christ 's resurrection, since they knew that most of the Chinese would not believe in it. It 
does not mean that they did not speak about it to the converts. It was a condition for baptism. 

Fr. Criveller further analyses similar writings by other outstanding members of Jesuit mission of 
the early seventeenth ccntury in China, namely Diego de Pantoja, Joào Da Rocha and others, among 
them also Nicco lò Longoba rdo and A l f o n s o Vagnoni , w h o were the champions for more direct 
apostolato than Fr. Ricci and his followers. Sonic of Longobardo 's translations of prayers and hymns, 
such as the Pater Noster, Ave Maria, Salve Regina and Credo were so popular that they remained in 
use among Catholics until the 1950s. 

Greatest part of the book under review is devoted to the life and work of Giulio Aleni. Just at the 
t ime o f the publicat ion of this book in 1997, another one edited by T. Lippiel lo and R. Malck: 
"Scholar from the (Vest", Giulio Aleni S.J. (1582-1649) and the Dialogue between Christianity and 
China " jo int ly publ ished by the Fondazione Civiltà Bresciana and the Monumenta Serica, Sankt 
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Augus t i n , appeared , as an o u t c o m e of the in ternat ional s y m p o s i u m o n the l i fe and work o f Alcn i , as a 
p r o m o t e r be tween Ch ina and the West , held in Bresc ia , O c t o b e r 1 9 - 2 2 , 1994. i f at the s y m p o s i u m , the 
ob j ec t o f the s tudy inc luded all the aspects unde r study, here the Chr i s to log ica l s ide w a s h ighl ighted , 
not on ly b e c a u s e it w a s neg lec t ed be fo re , but p robab ly a l so b e c a u s e o f the a p p r o a c h i n g Ho ly Year 
2 0 0 0 , w h i c h in respect to Ch ina , will br ing the mos t b road p ic ture o f the pe r sona l i ty o f J e sus and his 
" f a c e s " at d i f fe ren t t imes in China , cer ta in ly f r o m the Jesui t " G e n e r a t i o n o f G i a n t s " u p to ou r t imes . It 
shou ld be publ i shed at the end of 2 0 0 0 in Sankt Augus t in unde r P ro fes so r M a l e k ' s ed i torsh ip . 

In con t ras t to the p roceed ings o f Bresc ian s y m p o s i u m , w h e r e relat ively m u c h has been devo ted to 
A l e n i ' s s c i en t i f i c works f r o m the rea lms of geography , m a t h e m a t i c s , ph i lo sophy and l inguis t ics , this 
book devo te s not even o n e who le page to this area . If Ricci and his y o u n g e r fo l lowers d u r i n g the Q i n g 
D y n a s t y ( a f t e r 1644), as J o h a n n A d a m Schal l von Bell ( 1 5 9 2 - 1 6 6 6 ) o r Fe rd inand Verb ies t ( 1 6 2 3 -
1688), lie d id not put so m u c h stress on the sc ien t i f i c k n o w l e d g e and on the s t ra ins to ge t near , o r even 
t o b e present at the imperia l court . Aleni w o r k e d in the Province o f Fu j i an , t ry ing to c o m e into con tac t 
wi th h igh literati , and prac t ic ing the model o f " f a m i l y convers ion" . A f t e r conver t ing the head o f the 
fami ly , a c c o r d i n g to his exper ience , o ther m e m b e r s a lso b e c a m e Chr is t ians . It w a s the m o s t prac t iced 
m o d e l o f Jesu i t miss ionar ies in China . His m a n y books o r bookle t s were read by the h igh literati . Alcni 
had grea t k n o w l e d g e o f C o n f u c i a n phi losophy, even of C h i n e s e myths , and k n e w h o w to sp read the 
Chr i s t i an t e ach ing to in teres ted readers . He did even m o r e th rough smal l g r o u p s o f e d u c a t e d p e o p l e 
and d i s cus s ions with them. He was not a lways success fu l . T h e C h i n e s e were p roud o f their c lass ical 
he r i t age and a f t e r c o m p a r i n g their own C o n f u c i a n o r Buddh i s t t each ings , they very o f t en hes i ta ted to 
accep t Chr is t ian d o g m a s . T h e c o n c e p t o f G o d and of the Tr in i ty was s o m e t h i n g that they usua l ly could 
not a c k n o w l e d g e in its Chr is t ian in terpre ta t ion. Both the h u m a n and d iv ine aspec t s of C h r i s t ' s pe r son-
al i ty were o f t e n beyond their unde r s t and ing . Grea t d i f f i cu l t i e s were p resen ted by J e s u s ' inca rna t ion , 
h is a t t i tude to the parents , epec ia l ly to his mother , and they had grea t d o u b t s c o n c e r n i n g his bir th , the 
s i tua t ion in the poor f ami ly w h e r e lie lived, his life in Judaea , a smal l p rovince of grea t R o m a n Empi re , 
and a lso p r o b l e m s c o n c e r n e d with the ra ther rude scholas t ic t h e o l o g y the Jesu i t p resen ted . Wi th the 
excep t ion of the conver t s , Aleni and o ther Jesui ts , d id not even try to h igh l igh t C h r i s t ' s pass ion and his 
dea th , s ince fo r the Ch inese literati, and mos t o f them were o f f i c i a l s or even j u d g e s , Jesus , w h o died 
on the c ross , w a s regarded as a c r imina l . Inspite of that Aleni and o the rs wro te abou t the pass ion and 
dea th of J e sus , but little e m p h a s i s w a s given " to the Resur rec t ion and to the g lo r ious C h r i s t " (p. 437) . 
T h i s is even more under s t andab le . For o rd ina ry rat ional h u m a n be ings , both arc s o m e t h i n g absurd , f o r 
w h i c h the bel ief (and the Ch inese literati we re not p repared for it), is necessary . 

T h e b o o k by Crivel lcr is wor th read ing . It is a work o f long and pa ins t ak ing resea rch . It is a l so 
n e c e s s a r y to men t ion that p robab ly it w a s ed i ted in a hur ry , the re are misp r in t s in the text , and the 
b o o k is w i t h o u t an index which is its d i sadvantage . 
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