
EDITORS
David A. Hopkins, Boston University, USA
Jeffrey Stonecash, Syracuse University

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR
Rachel M Blum, Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center and 
Department of Political Science at the University of Oklahoma

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
Mercedes Wilby, The Graduate Center, City University of New York

EDITORIAL BOARD
Sarah A. Binder, George Washington University
Edward G. Carmines, Indiana University
James W. Ceaser, University of Virginia
Daniel DiSalvo, City College, City University of New York
Daniel Galvin, Northwestern University
D. Sunshine Hillygus, Duke University
Gary C. Jacobson, University of California, San Diego
Richard G. C. Johnston, University of British Columbia
Raymond J. La Raja, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
David R. Mayhew, Yale University
James Lee Ray, Vanderbilt University
Byron E. Shafer, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Peter N. Skerry, Boston College

Paul M. Sniderman, Stanford University
Laura Stoker, University of California, Berkeley
Amber Wichowsky, Marquette University

THE FORUM



This journal provides a forum for professionally informed commentary on issues affecting contem-
porary American politics. This includes but is not limited to issues engaging parties, elections, and 
political participation; the news media, interest groups, Congress, the Presidency, and the Courts; 
trends in public fi nance, presidential popularity, congressional productivity; in contemporary, 
historical, or comparative perspective.

The journal is motivated by the view that social scientists, historians, and legal scholars frequently 
have important insights into the concerns that arise in contemporary politics and government, drawing 
upon the disciplinary knowledge at their command. Yet they frequently lack a publishing outlet willing 
to print the analytic reasoning that gives weight to the resulting commentary. The Forum is designed to 
fi ll this gap.

We contemplate a journal free of fi xed position and requiring no particular verdict with respect to 
policies, institutions, or processes. Well-reasoned discussion disciplined by reference to established 
bodies of knowledge or aimed at stimulating the creation of such knowledge is the goal of this journal.

ABSTRACTED/INDEXED IN Baidu Scholar · CNKI Scholar (China National Knowledge Infra-
structure) · CNPIEC: cnpLINKer Dimensions EBSCO (relevant databases) · EBSCO Discovery 
Service · ERIH PLUS (European Reference Index for the Humanities and Social Sciences) · Genamics 
JournalSeek · Google Scholar · IBR (International Bibliography of Reviews of Scholarly Literature 
in the Humanities and Social Sciences) · IBZ (International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences) · J-Gate · Journal Citation Reports/Social Sciences Edition · 
JournalGuide · JournalTOCs · KESLI-NDSL (Korean National Discovery for Science Leaders) · Microsoft 
Academic · MyScienceWork · Naver Academic · Naviga (Softweco) · Primo Central (ExLibris) · 
ProQuest (relevant databases) · Publons · QOAM (Quality Open Access Market) · ReadCube · SCImago 
(SJR) · SCOPUS · Semantic Scholar · Sherpa/RoMEO · Summon (ProQuest) · TDNet · Ulrich’s 
Periodicals Directory/ulrichsweb · WanFang Data · Web of Science: Current Contents/Social and 
Behavioral Sciences; Social Sciences Citation Index · WorldCat (OCLC) · Yewno Discover

e-ISSN 1540-8884

All information regarding notes for contributors, subscriptions, Open Access, back volumes and orders 
is available online at http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/for.

EDITORIAL OFFICE David A. Hopkins, Associate Professor of Political Science, Boston College, 
201 McGuinn Hall, 140 Commonwealth Ave, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467, (617) 552-6029, 
Email:david.hopkins@bc.edu

PUBLISHER Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston, Genthiner Str. 13, 10785 Berlin, Germany

JOURNAL MANAGER Bettina Chang, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin, Germany, 
Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05-356, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05-250, Email: bettina.chang@degruyter.com

RESPONSIBLE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS Markus Kügel, De Gruyter, Rosenheimer Str. 143, 
81671 München, Germany, Tel.: +49 89 76 902-424, e-mail: anzeigen@degruyter.com

© 2022 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston

TYPESETTING TNQ Technologies, Chennai, India



Contents

Introduction

Jeffrey M. Stonecash
Introduction: Volume 19 No. 4: The US Senate 547

Articles

Carlos Algara and Savannah Johnston
The Rising Electoral Role of Polarization & Implications for Policymaking in the
United States Senate: Assessing the Consequences of Polarization in the Senate
from 1914–2020 549

Steven S. Smith
Senate Republican Radicalism and the Need for Filibuster Reform 585

Daniel Wirls
The Distortions and Realities of the Senate’s Constitutional Purpose: Setting the
Record Straight on “Senate Exceptionalism” 603

Molly E. Reynolds
“A Free-Range Chicken that Can Run Wherever the Majority Wants It To”: Budget
Reconciliation and the Contemporary U.S. Senate 629

Emily M. Cottle and Jason M. Roberts
Nomination Struggles in the Post-nuclear Senate 649

Sarah Binder
Marching (Senate Style) Towards Majority Rule 663

James M. Curry and Frances E. Lee
One Obstacle among Many: The Filibuster and Majority Party Agendas 685

Nicholas F. Jacobs and Sidney M. Milkis
Get Out of the Way: Joe Biden, the U.S. Congress, and Executive-Centered
Partisanship During the President’s First Year in Office 709

The Forum 2021 | Volume 19 | Issue 4



Book Reviews

Seth Masket
Review of True Blues: The Contentious Transformation of the Democratic
Party 745

Andrea C. Hatcher
The Long Southern Strategy: How Chasing White Voters in the South Changed
American Politics 749

The Forum 2021 | Volume 19 | Issue 4


