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COVER ILLUSTRATION Nanomedicine is a young and innovative field that offers interesting approaches for diagnostics and therapy in personalized 
medicine. Especially targeted nanoparticles like surface functionalized liposomes offer new possibilities as homing devices for various drugs or 
contrast agents.  Targeted liposomes tested for cardiovascular imaging typically consist of a targeting sequence, primarily a protein or antibody, 
conjugated to a polymer grafted liposome, which is fused to a contrast agent appropriate to the particular imaging technique applied.  To gain new 
insights towards early diagnosis and monitoring of atherosclerosis in individuals at risk well before fatal clinical endpoints occur, special attention is 
paid to disease related anti-inflammatory biomarkers as molecular targets. The cover image shows a targeted stealth liposome. To inform yourself 
more on this topic please see the contribution of Mangge, Almer, Opriessnig, and Prassl on Anti-inflammatory mediators for molecular imaging of 
atherosclerosis on pages 103–113 in this issue.
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