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Founder of Yahad-In Unum and head of the Babyn Yar Holocaust Memorial Center’s
Academic Council, Father Patrick Desbois’s statement, “good people sometimes don’t
know how to stand together,” has never been more important than now. For this
reason, I must begin by reiterating our statement made in the name of the EEHS
(Eastern European Holocaust Studies) Editorial and Advisory Board: “EEHS is
shocked by Hamas’ terrorist attack on Israel, including the shocking murder,
abduction, and violation of civilians. We would like to express our sympathy and full
solidarity with anyone who has been affected.” Clear words and clear distinctions
between perpetrators and victims are as necessary as ever.

In these dark times shocking and shattering us all, solid academic research is
more important than ever: understanding alone does not suffice for defeating the
forces of destruction, but unless we understand the workings and machinery of those
forces, we will never be able to defeat them. This is what we aspire to contribute to by
providing space for cutting-edge academic research — a work that has been recog-
nized internationally. The second issue of EEHS starts with an unexpected and
valuable acknowledgment of our work as the journal of the Babyn Yar Holocaust
Memorial Center. The Center was awarded the 10th Dodd Prize, which had been
previously awarded to President Bill Clinton, Prime Minister Tony Blair, and Doctors
Without Borders, among others. In his awarding speech, James Waller, a member of
the Advisory Board of EEHS, pointed out how “the Center recognizes the need for
public discourse around Babyn Yar and the role that this place of destruction plays in
the social memory of Ukraine.”

This second issue of EEHS would also like to contribute to this discourse with a
Dossier on Anatoly Kuznetsov edited by Leona Toker. In 1966, Kuznetsov published
Babi Yar: A Document in the Form of a Novel, which helped to make “Babi Yar” a
generic name for what is now known as “the Holocaust by bullets,” a term coined by
Patrick Desbois. Not only do the articles in this Dossier cover Anatoly Kuznetsov’s life
but also the reception of his works.
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Additional research articles discuss the different forms of violence: “Hungarian
Guards of a Concentration Camp: Interactions and Atrocities in Bergen-Belsen” by
Andréds Szécsényi, “Women’s Experiences of Life Force Atrocities in the Baltic
Ghettos, 1941-1944” by Daina S. Eglitis and “The ‘Selbstschutz’ Organization and the
Bogdanovka Massacre in 1941” by Aiko Hillen.

In the source edition, Alexandra M. Szabd contextualizes a rarely-used Hun-
garian source collection from the National Committee for Attending Deportees
(hereafter DEGOB, following the Hungarian abbreviation of Deportdltakat Gondozo
Orszdgos Bizottsdg) reports. The DEGOB was established in March 1945, and was one
of the 14 documentation committees and centers established in postwar Europe to
join the large-scale efforts of collecting and recording personal experiences that bear
witness to what had happened to Jews in persecution. Nearly 100,000 survivors
visited the DEGOB’s main office in Bethlen Square, in Budapest, which served as a
“center for arrival.” The documents were dispersed; recovering this document also
has a fascinating story.

The principle of selecting the reviews was to show the methodological and
theoretical innovations of recent scholarship in Holocaust Studies. EEHS is
committed to creating a space for the “good people” to stand together in the name of
academic excellence and innovative work.
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