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Abstract: Within the discipline of semiotics, written text remains the primary mode
of communication and analysis, despite the fact that, as all good semioticians know,
signs occur in all modalities — which is why we think of artists and musicians, no less
than novelists and poets, as applied semioticians par excellence. In 1997, Paul Cobley
and Litza Jansz combined the semiotic tools of words and drawings to produce what
is undoubtedly one of the most successful and influential texts for the dissemination
of semiotic theory: the illustrated graphic guide called Semiotics for beginners (later
published as Introducing semiotics). On the occasion of this well-deserved festschrift
honoring Paul’s life of work in semiotics, the authors felt it most appropriate to pay
homage to Paul — and to the graphic guide with which he has inspired countless
readers across the world to better understand the fundamentals of semiotics — by
once again combining the semiotic tools of words and drawings to illustrate the ideas
and history of this master semiotician.
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PALL COBLEY WAS BORN I 1963 AND
SPENT HIS EARLY YEARS IN FOST-WWHI
LIVERPCOL, WHERE HIS FATHER WORKED
FOR THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY 45 A
WHEEL -TLRNER.

MY DAD WAS
SOMEONE WHO HAD LEFT
SCHOOL AT M AND WAS PLACED
AS ONE OF THE MOST
LOWLY FUNCTIONARIES OF LATE

OF INSIGHT WHICH,
UNFORTUNATELY,
SEEMS TO BE BEYOND
THAT OF MANY SENIOR
MANAGERS IN LNIVERSITIES,
EDUCATION POLICYMAKERS
AND PONERBROKERS.

MEANWHLE, AS A
10-YEAR-OLD
WATCHING KOJAK FOR Y

THE FIRST TIME, | COULD SEE IT
WAS SOMETHING ELSE.
KOsk WASN'T THE ONLY THING
THAT CONTRBUTED TO LODGING
ME ON THE POLITICAL LEFT OF
THE SPECTRUM...

Ssss—
NZI
\\(

...BUT SITTNG
DOWN AND SEEING

A POLICE SHOW LIKE THAT

CERTANLY MADE ME THINK TWICE.

—
SERPED, LIKEWISE, WAS A CORKER.
THIS WAS THE KIND OF THING |
WAS READING WHEN | WAS T (R 12
b YEARS OLD AND THAT | THEN
REVISITED FOR MY PHD.

Qe
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AS THE PUNK SCENE OF THE LATE 19705 WAS COALESCING, FALL FOUND Him-
SELF LIVING IN THE PROVINCIAL INDUSTRIAL TOWN OF WIGAN. AS HE WOLLD
NOTE IN ONE OF HIS EARLIEST PUBLISHED WRITINGS, THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF
THE PROVINCES MADE THE PLUNK — OR DOLE QUELE ROCK” — PHENOMENON A
MUCH DIFFERENT PROPOSITION FROM WHAT IT WAS TO POSE AS A SPECTACULAR
PUNK ROCKER IN THE SAFETY OF A CLUB IN CENTRAL LONPON....

LONPON'S
COSMOPOLITANISM AS
A CAPITAL CITY COULD ACT AS A
BUFFER AGAINST VIOLENT
CONFORMISM IN A WAY THAT WAS
IMPOSSIBLE IN THE PROVINCES,
WHERE BEING A PUNK WAS AN
AFFRONT TO AN ASSORTMENT OF
DEEP-ROOTED VALUES SUCH AS
CLASS, MASCULINITY, 'DECENT’
BEHAVIOUR, LOCALITY AND
‘TRADITION ..

...FOR
ANALOGOUS REASONS,
THE PERFORMATIVE,
OSTENTATIOUS PLAY-VIOLENCE
INHERENT IN THE PUNK ROCK OF THE

LONDON SET WAS SIMPLY LNTENABLE

OUTSIDE THE CONFINES OF THE CAPITAL
SCENE, AS IN SMALL TOWNS DOMINATED
BY A MANUAL LABOLRING WORKFORCE,
WHICH HAS A MAJORITY OF MEN, VIO-
LENCE AS A CONCRETE, RATHER THAN
HISTRIONIC, PHENOMENON BECOMES
MUCH MORE PROBABLE.
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EVEN FROM HIS EARLIEST WRITINGS, THEN, WE ALREADY
SEE EVIPENCE OF FALL'S UNIGUELY ASTUTE ABILITY TO
CONSIPER SEMIOTICS AND SOCIALITY AS IRREPUCIBLY
INTERPENETRATIVE — A THEME HE WOULD 6O ON 7O
DEVELOP IN REMARKABLY COMPLEX WAYS THROUGHOUT

.GIVEN THIS, IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT HE
WOULD COME INTO THE EVER-EXFANPING
ORBIT OF MASTER SEMIOTICIAN THOMAS

A SeBeok!

HIS ENTIRE CAREER... R
= SEBEOK HAD AN UNDER- 15 ROOTED IN THE LIVES OF
<[ I2nl2 =132 STANDING OF INTELLECTUAL =
Z|%lnl32] Z [w 2 & PEOPLE - A FACT OFTEN
HE & M R LIFE THAT WAS LNPARAL=  copeorreN IN INTELLECTUAL
S|zlgli| 23| 3 2 (32 LELED IN ITS ABILITY TO | g, BUT ONE WHICH SEBEOK
2 HEHH O I 2=~ RECOGNIZE THAT ANY ACUTELY UNDERSTOOD AND
== A\ oMy e
=3 W = CHARACTERIZED BY GRAND, .
d 1> § g NEE s ABSTRACT DEAS.... . MEETING, IT TRANSPIRED THAT
2| o) ol § |k 15[ HE ALREADY KNEW WHO | WAS,
S El N BHMEAS 3|s DESPITE THE FACT THAT | WAS A
wEl5 B N 3|< VERY YOLNG ACADEMIC
Na N T IN ONE OF THE LK'S LOWLIEST
—— ) LNIVERSITIES"...
1§ ‘ML/( w| /) <) v 4
) 510 2 { L 2
Z =
Ses! = st ~
= - T 0 ) Q
\\\ 2 == 1l.
A/
4 )’»{b \s‘i\‘b o
2, : > NG L X
b By g
B % ks, %, L&
71305y, X ‘?,
e B % *PAUL'S OWN
ETW I ) FAR TOO HUMBLE
(4 EAD)
20
...8EBEOK'S SELF-ESTIMATION!!
SUPPORT BY 1997, HE HAD ALREADY
TRANSFORMED My ASSEMBLED AND PLBLISHED
THE HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL
WORK_ FROM A MERE THE COMMUNICATION THEORY READER,
JOB INTO A THE MEDIA, AND INTRODUCING
CAREER! SEMIOTICS VOLUMES,
' AS WELL AS A NUMBER OF
D S ASTUTE CRITIGUES AND
% ARTICLES.
¥ ( /
>
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/_',\4;‘/'\ | ; it /‘T‘m < /a\ﬁ;"
4 by A W
P ® 7 ) P,
8 y | was - AP
Z AN 2 A o, pu WONDERING ;_/ ot
p DI SBAV S ADY N 7)) [ wHeN we were | \/ L
)% 3\ [ 7 GOING N % 0|7
4 2 e Y TO MeeT! A= S
) 2 2 = 2.
= { 7 &
© g '
U
W
y y 7. Y /
N o / 4 W
: /t‘ l - -~ /
7 N7 =" 1 e
N VR ) 4, o
sl & 2 4
/.
7, /// .,
Y, Nz
Ll SN Ny,

_ 7



8 —— Barreto and Favareau DE GRUYTER

IT I8
UNLIKELY
THAT WE WILL SEE THE
LIKES OF SEBEOK AGAIN:
SOMEONE WHO 8O THOROUGHLY
EMBODIED THE ACADEMIC
VIRTUES, AN ENLIGHTENMENT
FIGURE TOTALLY SCEPTICAL ABOUT
THE CLAIMS OF HUMANISM, A
‘POST-MODERN’ WHO DEPLORED
THE NIHILISTIC RELATIVISM
OF PARISIAN
POSTMODERNISM.

HIMSELF,
HOWEVER, WOULD
SOON PROVE TO BE A
WORTHY SUCCESSOR TO
MY EFFORTS AS A
‘POLLINATOR’ ACADEMIC
BEE AND CONGENER, AS
WELL AS AN ASTUTELY
ORIGINAL WRITER AND
THINKER...

&
e ———
bion -
P

5 Tpink Lam 2 Verb _SESER 1]
553

...HE WOULD
& G0 ON TO PRODUCE
PENETRATING TEXTS

...THE NATLIRE ON TOPICS AS DIVERSE
OF ANIMAL AND A8 1970s DETECTIVE
HUMAN KNOWING, FILMS AND
ANTI-HUMANISM TELEVISION,
AND SEMIOETHICS,
AND THE ROLE OF THE
HUMANITIES IN

THE CONTEMPORARY
l UNIVERSITY.
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INDEED, HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE
ORIGINAL AND IMPORTANT INSIGHTS WE
LEARN FROM PAUL'S WORKS...

THERE ARE AT
LEAST TWO GOOD REA-
SONS WHY ABDUCTION

PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN

OH, TICKL...
BY WHAT SIGNS

...ADAPTABILITY,
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS,
SUBJECTIVITY, ART,
THE GOOD LIFE, VALLE AND
ETHICS... UNSETTLING ALL
THOSE WHO WOLLD BLUFFLY
DRAW A LINE BETWEEN
HUMANS AND THE REST OF
IATUR

Introducing Paul Cobley: a graphic guide

...FIRSTLY,
DETECTION
IS CALLED FOR WHEN
DEFINITE CAUSES ARE
ABSENT. INDEED, ONE
CAN ARGUE THAT THE
ENTIRE GENRE OF DETEC-
TIVE FICTION AROSE IN A

NINETEENTH CENTLRY AND
A PILLAR OF BOTH WAS
THE FEAR OF LINSEEN ACTS
OF CRIMINALITY.

HUMANS' AGENCY

18 NOT UNIQUE IN
THE NATURAL WORLD.

THE HUMAN IS A

NATURAL SUBJECT, AND
HUMANS' MODELLING
EXPLAINS THE
FOUNDATIONS OF
CULTURE...

... THE POINT
OF SEMIOTIC FREEDOM -
A CONTINUITY OF INTERFRE-
TANCE FROM LOWER TO
HIGHER ORGANISMS - IS
ITS POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION
TO UNDERSTANDING
SUCH CULTURAL
PREOCCUPATIONS AS...




&

/ HAS ARGLIABLY
- OCCURRED STEADILY
THROLGH THE SAME
N /‘\\Z PERIOD IN THE FACE OF
// 2 THE RISE OF THE
BUT MOST W A pATURAL
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...FOREGROLINDS HICS
éﬁDEED/ THE ,Ckui( ITS OBJECTIVES AS ¥~ MUST BE GROLINDED
SEMIOETHICS IS IMMEDIATELY ACHIEVABLE IN ANTIFHUMANIST
THAT THE SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS BY 'INDVIDUAL HUMAN WILL’ PRINCIPLES THAT WILL
OF THE HUMAN CONSTITUTES AN ALONE, HOWEVER, IS WORK TO PREVENT SLiCH
ABSOLUTE COMPULSION TO ALL PRONE 0 UTOPIANISM, ANTHROPOCENTRISM
OTHERS IN THE ENVIRONMENT OF VOLLNTARIEM AND MISCONCEVED
SEMIOSIS, A DUTY OF CARE NOT AND, SADLY INDIVIDUALISM.
JUST TO HUMANS BUT TO ALL DISAPPOINTMENT.
LIVING THINGS. ANY
POLITICAL PROJECT
WHICH

SIMILARLY,
THE HUMANITIES
IN THEIR MOST FAMILIAR
FORM ARE A PRODUCT OF
NINETEENTH-CENTURY
WESTERN EDLCATION: THEY
DEVELOPED IN TANDEM WITH

...LIBERAL
THE FORGING

HEGEMONY
IN INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
OF THAT PERIOD AND
CONTRIBUTED TO THE
REPRODUCTION, THROUGH
INSTRUCTION IN WHAT 8
CIVILIZED AND '6OOV, OF
THE BOURGEOIS CLASS
IN THEIR MERCANTILE
AND cIViC
INCARNATIONS.

/

YET,
THE DECLINE
OF THE HUMANITIES

N\
V,

Frealict SCIENCES...
WESTERN

/ GOVERNMENTS'

] PROMOTION OF STEM IN

(1  THe AcaDEmY DURING

/\  RECENT DECADES,

9 MANAGED THROUGH

7 A CRISIS OF

//// RN

i
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BUT, LIKE MANY
OTHER TEACHERS
IN HIGHER EDUCATION,
| HAVE OBSERVED THE WAY IN
WHICH STUDENTS FEEL THAT
THEY HAVE LINDERGONE A
TRANSFORMATION FOLLOWING
SCHOOLING...

THUS, TO
PRESERVE THE
HUMANITIES...

1 e ...THERE I8 A NEED
TERMS OF \ TO BE ASSLIRED OF
SEMIOTICS, THAT b < WHAT THE HUMANITIES ARE
TRANSFORMATION / FOR - WHICH IS ENHANCING,
AMOLINTS TO AN b \ EXTENDING AND EMBELLISHING
ALUGMENTED LIMWELT, =\ s THE HUMAN UMWELT, OFFERING
A FIRMER GRASP ON / i MORE VARIATION AND
THE RICHNESS OF THE N y "'. i DIFFERENTIATION OF
WORLD THAT HUMANS S 4
INHABIT.

L AS A
PRODUCT OF
THE OMLY ANIMAL
THAT CAN RECOGNIZE THAT
THERE ARE SUCH THINGS AS
8IGNS, NOT TO ALLOW
OVERSPECIALIZATION TO
BECOME AN OBSTACLE TO
PRESIDING, IN A
HIPPOCRATIC MANNER
WHICH DOES NO HARM,
OVER THE DIVERSITY
OF SEMIOSIS.

Association for
Association International de Sép
Asociacich Internacional de 57
Internationale Vereinigung
|

&

AND PRESIDE OVER AND ENCOURAGE
THAT DIVERSITY OF SEMIOSIS FALL
HAS SLIRELY PONE, AND CONTINUES TO
DO, THROUGH HIS TIRELESS LEAPER-
SHIP AND INVOLVEMENT IN POZENS OF
SEMIOTIC JOURNALS, BOOK SERIES,
CONFERENCES AND INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETIES.

I'M VERY MUCH
LOOKING FORWARD
TO THE
PAUL COBLEY ERA
OF THE IASS!!
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AND AS THE PALL COBLEY ERA CONTINUES, WE
WOULD DO WELL TO BEAR IN MIND HIS WISE

ADVICE... ...SEMIOTICS,

LIKEWISE, IS CONSTANTLY
EVOLVING - THUS, IT MUST

\
IF | WERE IN A FOREIGN CITY BE LINDERSTOOD ¥
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE AND /TS ENTIRETY, NOT
STOPPED AT A HOUSE THAT IS JUST A SINGLE
CURRENTLY BEING RENOVATED, THE PART
PEOPLE OF THAT CITY WOULD BE
QUITE ANGRY IF | WENT AROLIND AND
TOLD EVERYONE: DON'T 6O TO THERE,
THERE'S TOO MUCH DUST, AND TOO
MANY BRICKS, AND EVERYWHERE
SMELLS OF PAINT...

\.
T4

s
y
A

SE
THE INTRINSIC
DYNAMICITY OF
SEMIOTICS IS DUE TO
ONE SIMPLE THING...

...TO STUDY
SIGNS IS
TO STUDY

LiFe!
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THE QUOTES
WE'VE USED HERE
ARE VERBATIM OR
SLIGHTLY EDITED
PASSAGES FROM

THE FOLLOWING

PAGE 1: 70P: COBLEY, PALL (2014). WHAT THE HUMANITIES ARE FOR - A SEMIOTIC PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN
JOURNAL OF SEMIOTICS 30(3-H). 205-228.

BoTTOM: (PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE) BUT SEE ALSO: COBLEY, PAUL. 2001. WHO LOVES YA, BABY? KOJAK AND
THE GREAT SOCIETY. IN WILLIAM OSGERBY & ANNA GOUGH-YATES (EDS.), ACTION TV: TOUGH GUYS, SMOOTH
COPERATORS AND FOXY CHICKS, $3-68. OXFORDSHIRE: ROUTLEDGE.

PAGE 2: COBLEY, PALL. 1999. LEAVE THE CAPITOL. IN ROGER SABIN (ED.), PuNk Rock: S0 WHATZ, 130-
185. OXFORDSHIRE: ROUTLEDGE.

PAces 3: 70P: COBLEY, PAUL. 2011. SEBEOK’S PANOPTICON. IN PALL COBLEY, JOHN DEeLY, KALEVI KULL &
SUSAN PETRILLI (EDS.), SEMIOTICS CONTINUES TO ASTONISH: THOMAS A. SEBEOK AND THE POCTRINE OF
S/6Ns, 85-11H. BERLIN: DE GRUYTER MOUTON.

PAGE Y: 70P: COBLEY, PAUL. Z0Il. SEBEOK’S PANOPTICON. IN PAUL COBLEY, JOHN DEELY, KALEVI KULL & SUSAN
PETRILLI (EDS.), SEMIOTICS CONTINUES TO ASTONISH: THOMAS A. SEBEOK AND THE POCTRINE OF SI6NS, 85—
114, BERLIN: DE GRUYTER MOUTON.

BOTTOM: THE AUTHORS' EVALUATIONS, BUT PUT INSIDE THE SPEECH BALLOONS OF SEBEOK, FOR VISUAL SYM-
METRY.

PAGE 5: 70P: COBLEY, PAUL. 2011. SEBEOK’S PANOPTICON. IN PALL COBLEY, JOHN DEELY, KALEVI KULL & SLSAN
PETRILLI (EDS.) SEMIOTICS CONTINUES TO ASTONISH: THOMAS A. SEBEOK AND THE POCTRINE OF S/6NS, 85-1H.
BERLIN: DE GRUYTER MOUTON.

BoTTOM: COBLEY, PAUL. 2016. CLLTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF BIOSEMIOTICS, S53-5H. DORDRECHT: SPRINGER.

PAGE @: 7OP: COBLEY, PAUL. 2016. CULTURAL MPLICATIONS OF BIOSEMIOTICS, ©3-@9. DORDRECHT: SPRINGER.
MIPOLE: COBLEY, PAUL. 2007. SEMIOETHICS, VOLUNTARISM AND ANTI-HUMANISM. NEW FORMATIONS @2. 73-88
BoTTOM: COBLEY, PAUL. 2016. CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF BIOSEMIOTICS, 108. DORDRECHT: SPRINGER.

PAGE #: 70P: COBLEY, PAUL. 20I4. WHAT THE HUMANITIES ARE FOR - A SEMIOTIC PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN
JOURNAL OF SEMIOTICS 30(3-H). 205-228.

BOTTOM: THANKS TO HONGBING YU FOR THE DEELY QUOTE (PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE).

PAGE 8: 70P: KOTOV, KAIE. 2003. NEW QUESTIONS ALWAYS ARISE: INTERVIEW WITH BRITISH SEMIOTICIAN PAUL
COBLEY (ALATI KERKIB ESILE ULISI KUSIMUSI: INTERVIUU BRITI SEMIOOTIKU PAUL COBLEYGA). SICKLE: THE ESTO-
NN CULTURAL NEWSFAPER (SIRP: EESTI KUL TUURILEHT), 3 JANUARY 2003. (TRANSLATED BY GOOGLE TRANS-
LATE, WITH ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE FROM KALEVI KULL).

BorTom: COBLEY, PAUL. 2016. CLLTLRAL MPLICATIONS OF BIOSEMIOTICS, 125. DORDRECHT: SPRINGER.

..PLUS, OF COURSE, THIS ENTIRE ‘MINI-GRAPHIC GUIDE” IS A RESPECTFUL HOMAGE TO:

gOBLEY, PAUL AND LITZA JANZ (ILLUSTRATOR). 199%. SEMIOTICS FOR BEGINVERS, CAMBRIDGE UK: ICON/TOTEM
00KS.

*SPECIAL THANKS TO SARA CANNIZZARO FOR HER SUPER-COVERT DETECTIVE WORK!!!

O
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Bionotes

E. Israel Chavez Barreto
Department of General Linguistics, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic
chavezbarretoei@gmail.com

E. Israel Chavez Barreto (b. 1991) holds a PhD in semiotics from the University of Tartu and currently works
at the Dept. of General Linguistics at Palacky University, Olomouc. His research interests include general
semiotics, the history and epistemology of semiotics and linguistics, and the intersections between
phonology and semiotics. He has published several articles on these topics in journals such as Sign Systems
Studies and Biosemiotics.

Donald Favareau
National University of Singapore, Singapore, Republic of Singapore
favareau@gmail.com

Donald Favareau (b. 1957) is an associate professor at the National University of Singapore. His research
interests include biosemiotics, theoretical biology, and the history and philosophy of science. His
publications include A more developed sign (2012), Co-operative engagements in intertwined semiosis (2018),
and the textbook anthology Essential readings in biosemiotics (2012).
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