
Chemistry for Sustainable 
Development
23–25 May 2008, Kathmandu, Nepal 

The Nepal Chemical Society is pleased to announce 
that the Chemical Congress 2008 will be held 23–25 
May 2008 in Kathmandu in association with the 
Tribhuvan University and the Kathmandu University. 
The main goal of the congress is to emphasize the 

role of chemistry in the sustainable development of 
developing countries. 

The congress will provide a wide forum for par-
ticipants from various disciplines to discuss the latest 
developments in chemical research, technologies, and 
chemical education, with special emphasis on the 
role of chemistry in the sustainable development and 
improvement of life in developing countries. 

Leading experts have been invited from different 
sectors of the chemistry, chemical industries, and 

Humic Substances 
14–20 September 2008, Moscow to 
St. Petersburg, Russia

This conference is the 14th International Meeting of 
the International Humic Substances Society (IHSS-14) 
and will be held on 14–19 September 2008 in Russia 
aboard a ship traveling from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 
The satellite exhibition, “Humic Materials—Resources 
for the 21st Century,” will be part of the conference. 

With topics ranging from molecular understand-
ing to innovative applications of humic substances, 
this conference aims to demonstrate the growing 
importance of humic substances in the context of 
global climate change and highlight how to draw the 
attention of industrial chemists to the conversion of 
huge resources of humified biomass to alternative 
feedstock for biobased products. Sources encompass 
different stages of biomass humification, from mature 
lignites, peats, and, sapropels to young composts and 
humic materials that occupy a niche between fossil 
rocks and fresh biomass. 

The most striking feature of humic materials in a 
biobased economy is the constellation of such proper-
ties as nontoxicity, biocompatibility, resistance to bio-
degradation, and polyfunctionality. Diverse functional 
and hybrid materials can be derived on the basis of 
humic materials. These materials—such as bioplastics 
and green specialty chemicals (dispersants, floccu-
lants, chelators), elicitors, immunomodulators, and 
others—would be competitive on the market of bio-
based products. 

The aim of this conference is to expand the view of 
humic substances as the components of organic mat-
ter in soil and water to a broader understanding of the 
potential of humic materials as alternative feedstock 
for a biobased economy. A conference resolution for 
formulating a strategic research agenda for humic sci-
ence and technology will be presented for adoption.

See Mark Your Calendar on page 41 for contact information.

 www.ihss-14.humus.ru

Macromolecules and Materials

8–11 September 2008, Kruger National Park, 
South Africa

The 10th Annual UNESCO/IUPAC Conference on 
Macromolecules will be held 7–11 September 2008 in 
Berg-en-Dal Restcamp, Kruger National Park, South 
Africa. The conference will focus on characterization, 
morphology, olyolefins, advanced synthesis, and spe-
cial applications.

See Mark Your Calendar on page 41 for contact information.  http://academic.sun.ac.za/unesco/
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