
structure, it will do the following:
facilitate web searching
allow development of a web-based InChI lookup 
service
permit an InChI representation to be stored in 
fixed length fields
make chemical structure database indexing 
easier
allow verification of InChI character strings after 
network transmission

Stephen Heller (IUPAC Division of Chemical 
Nomenclature and Structure Representation) says: 
“The InChI/InChIKey is the first publicly available 
unique chemical identifier. Until IUPAC developed 
the InChI/InChIKey, it had not been possible to link 
and exchange information and data between the vast 
chemical world and the life sciences world that the 
Microsoft BioIT Alliance supports. The InChI/InChIKey 
is like a Digital Object Identifier for chemicals. The 
InChI/InChIKey is an agent of change and an agent 
of the future for linking the chemical, biochemical, 
and biomedical information and data on the web. The 
InChI/InChIKey provides the Microsoft BioIT Alliance 
with a unique, easy, accurate, universal, and free way 
to link the information they collect and use internally 
and provide externally to their customers. . . . I am very 
pleased that I am part of the team that has been able 
to put this one small, but vital link in place to support 
and enhance drug discovery and improve the health of 
all persons around the world.” 

According to Rudy Potenzone, Microsoft’s direc-
tor of the BioIT Alliance and industry strategist for 
life sciences, “Microsoft is pleased to have IUPAC, 
the international chemistry standards organization, 
join the Microsoft BioIT Alliance. The IUPAC InChI/
InChIKey is a critical link in making the goal of improv-
ing biomedical data interchange come to fruition in 
the near future. As more companies and organizations 
use the IUPAC InChI/InChIKey to connect information, 
the international scientific community will benefit. 
We hope their participation in the Alliance can help 
expand its usage.”

About the BioIT Alliance
Formed in 2006, the BioIT Alliance is a cross-industry group 
working to integrate science and technology in order to 
accelerate the pace of drug discovery and realize the poten-
tial of personalized medicine. Founding members include 
Accelrys Software, Inc.; Affymetrix, Inc.; Agilent Technologies, 
Inc.; Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Applied Biosystems; 

•
•

•

•

•

The BioTeam, Inc.; Digipede Technologies LLC; Discovery 
Biosciences Corporation; Geospiza, Inc.; Hewlett-Packard 
Development Company, L.P.; Illumina, Inc.; InterKnowlogy; 
Microsoft Corporation; Sun Microsystems, Inc.; The Scripps 
Research Institute; VizX Labs, LLC; and other companies 
in the pharmaceutical, biotech, hardware, and software 
industries. Additional information can be found on the BioIT 
Alliance website at <www.bioitalliance.org>.

 www.iupac.org/news/archives/2007/BioIT-alliance.html

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Names Thomas R. Tritton President

Thomas R. Tritton, formerly president of Haverford 
College, will become president of the Chemical 
Heritage Foundation (CHF) effective 1 January 

2008. He will be only the second president of CHF, 
succeeding Arnold Thackray, who founded the orga-
nization in Philadelphia 25 years ago and will continue 
with CHF in the new role of chancellor. 

“I am enormously excited to be 
returning to my roots as a scien-
tist,” says Dr. Tritton. “My life has 
been devoted to education and 
the CHF position offers a new 
way to continue that calling in 
directions that are both original 
and challenging.”

Tritton was selected following 
a worldwide search for someone 
with both scholarly and entrepre-
neurial talents, who combines a passion for the long 
sweep of chemistry and molecular sciences with the 
drive to build and sustain a successful enterprise.

“Scientist, scholar, inspiring leader, Tom Tritton is 
the right person at the right time for CHF,” said Vincent 
Calarco, chairman of the CHF Board of Directors. “His 
passion for chemistry, his energy, his leadership will 
help CHF achieve its ambitious goals . . .”

“CHF’s world-class scientific collections and hold-
ings provide an outstanding resource for scholars and 
a natural linkage to both the humanities and to the 
social sciences,” said Tritton. “Additionally, the work 
on science education, outreach, and public policy 
offers distinctive contributions to contemporary ques-
tions and societal needs.”

 www.chemheritage.org
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