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Freedom to Publish

by Wendy Warr

I
n the Land of the Free it seems that free speech is
not as free as we may have thought. As I write, it is
still not clear whether publishers are free from gov-

ernment interference if they wish to edit and publish
articles or books written by authors from certain coun-
tries that are subject to trade sanctions. The sorry
saga began when the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) ran a conference in Iran a
few years ago. Money transfer was a problem and IEEE
had dealings with the U.S. Treasury Department’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). Later, OFAC
started to look at IEEE’s publishing operations and, in
late September 2003, issued a ruling indicating that
copy editing of learned articles from trade-embar-
goed countries (Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan)
might be affected. IEEE applied for a special license to
publish in October 2003, but most other publishers
continued with business as usual.

The American Chemical Society (ACS) was warned
about this problem by its legal counsel in November
2003, and, as a consequence, ACS felt obliged to
declare a moratorium on publishing articles from
the trade-embargoed countries. ACS’ editors
(and many members) were not at all
happy with the decision. ACS manage-
ment was none too happy either, but
the moratorium was considered pru-
dent since civil and criminal penalties
could have been very high. The mora-
torium was always intended to be a
temporary expedient and in mid-
February 2004, ACS took a courageous
decision to lift the embargo, leading the
Los Angeles Times to applaud ACS as a “defi-
ant publisher.”

At the beginning of April 2004, OFAC ruled that
scientific publishers can continue to peer review, edit,
and publish papers submitted by authors in countries
under U.S. trade embargoes. Residual issues however
remained. In September, the Professional/Scholarly
Publishing Division of the Association of American
Publishers (AAP), the Association of American

University Presses, PEN American Center (PEN is a
society for “poets, playwrights, essayists, editors, and
novelists”), and Arcade Publishing asked a New York
court to strike down the offending OFAC regulations.
The ACS, through its membership in AAP, is partici-
pating in the suit and is providing financial backing.

The plaintiffs argue that licenses are not needed
because trade legislation passed by Congress
exempts informational materials from trade embar-
goes. They point out that the regulations violate the
Trading with the Enemy Act (TWEA), the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), and the
First Amendment. TWEA and IEEPA were twice
amended by Congress, in the Berman Amendment
and the Free Trade in Ideas Amendment, to make it
clear that transactions involving “information and
informational materials” are exempt from trade
embargoes.

Scientific publishers are not the only ones to fall foul
of the regulations. Shirin Ebadi, the winner of the 2003
Nobel Peace Prize, an Iranian lawyer and children’s
advocate, is prevented from publishing her memoirs in
the United States because of the OFAC embargo. The
embargo was intended to punish repressive govern-
ments such as the one in Tehran that sent Ebadi to jail,
but it has backfired because she has been denied her
right to publish in both Iran and in the United States.
Ironically, she would have been free to publish a trans-
lation of her book in the United States had it originally

been issued in Iran, since the regulations allow pub-
lishers to “reproduce, translate, style, and

copy edit” existing works from sanctioned
countries, but the regulations prohibit

providing the editing services that
would allow publication of an original
book in the United States. Ebadi and
her literary agency are suing the U.S.
Department of the Treasury.

In what might have seemed to be
the final chapter in this ludicrous tale,

the U.S. Treasury Department issued
revised regulations in December 2004

spelling out that all activities ordinary and incident to
publishing are not forbidden, so American publishers
do not have to apply for a license if they wish to edit
or publish works by authors in Cuba, Iran, or Sudan.
The ruling, however, does not mention any other
embargoed countries and there are still prohibitions
on publishing activities for authors who are defined as
part of the “government” of the sanctioned countries.

. . . it is still not clear whether
publishers are free from

government interference . . .
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Moreover, OFAC continues to assert that it has the
right to restrict publishing, and so they could reinstate
the licensing requirement at any time. Linda Steinman,
a lawyer at Davis Wright Tremaine LLP who repre-
sents the publishers in the AAP lawsuit, initially called
the new regulations “a very, very positive step in the
right direction,” but as of April 2005 there is no sign of
an end to the litigation.

I am not qualified to comment on the impact of all
this on IUPAC’s publishing operations, but I would like
to hope that IUPAC will continue to publish without
fear or favor. Publishers, whether they be international
or American, should not have to go to any govern-
ment to ask for permission to publish. The right to free
speech is a basic liberty we all deserve.

Wendy Warr <wendy@warr.com> is managing consultant at Wendy Warr &
Associates <www.warr.com> in the UK. She chaired the IUPAC Committee on
Printed and Electronic Publications until the end of 2003.

InChI 1.0 Release

V
ersion 1.0 of IUPAC’s International Chemical
Identifier (InChI) was released in April 2005.
Software, documentation, source code, and

licensing conditions are available from the IUPAC Web
site at <www.iupac.org/inchi>.

Ultimately, the “identifier” is an unique molecular
label. The InChI software generates a different identi-
fier for every different compound, but always gives
the same identifier for a particular compound regard-
less of how the structure is input. InChI is based on an
approach that expresses a chemical structure in terms
of layers of information (connectivity, tautomeric, iso-
topic, stereochemical, and electronic). In the final rep-
resentation, the unique connectivity layer is essential,
and the algorithm converts input structural informa-
tion into the identifier.

For InChI to fulfill its potential, software developers
will need to incorporate it into their products. It has
already been included as an integral component of
Chemical Markup Language <www.xml-cml.org>, and

InChI files can be generated easily by using a freely
available structure-drawing program. Further devel-
opments will ensure that anyone can easily obtain an
InChI file at the desktop, or convert an InChI file back
into a displayed structure. 

Possible applications include ordering chemicals
from suppliers, finding compounds in the
chemical/patent/general literature via text-based
search engines such as Google, communicating
between databases, maintaining a laboratory chemical
inventory, or passing the “identity” of a substance to a
colleague for use in any of the above.

A follow up project, which will promote the use of the
Identifier throughout the chemical information commu-
nity, is being headed by Alan McNaught.

www.iupac.org/news/archives/2005/inchi.html

Samsung Funds IUPAC Programs for
Young Chemists

I
n 2003 the Samsung General Chemicals Co.
(presently the Samsung Total Petrochemical Co.
Ltd.) of South Korea donated USD 125 000 to the

Polymer Division (then the Macromolecular Division)
in order to help IUPAC stimulate polymer education
and research in the world. This was the very first dona-
tion of its kind to IUPAC from industry. According to
the agreement between the IUPAC Polymer Division
and Samsung, only the interest earned from this
endowment may be used for the following four areas:

1. Samsung–IUPAC Young Polymer Scientist Award
The winner of this award is chosen every other year right
before the World Polymer Congress (WPC is the major
IUPAC biennial conference in the field of macromole-
cules and polymers) from a pool of recommended can-
didates who are below age 40. The winner is honored
with an award plaque and USD 2000 during the WPC. In
July 2004, at the WPC held in Paris, Professor Timothy
Deming of the University of California at Santa Barbara
(USA) was the winner among six finalists.

2. Travel Grant for Students from Economically
Disadvantaged Countries
The WPC Organizing Committee is given USD 3000 to
help students attend the WPC. At the WPC in 2004, 15
students were selected by the organizing committee
and each was given USD 200.

Publishers . . . should not have to go
to any government to ask for

permission to publish. 
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