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Impact of Scientific Developments on
the Chemical Weapons Convention

As the leading international, nongovernmental organi-

zation devoted to the chemical sciences, IUPAC was

asked to undertake a review of the impact of scientific

developments on the Chemical Weapons Convention.

This project included the organization of a workshop,

held in Bergen, Norway, from 1–3 July 2002, to explore

these issues. Between 80–100 persons attended the

workshop. An International Advisory Board, with repre-

sentation from 17 countries, aided the Program

Committee in formulating the program and obtaining

the best international scientific input.

In November 2002, as an output of this project,

IUPAC provided to the Organization for the Prohibition

of Chemical Weapons a report in which scientific and

technological advances in the chemical sciences are

evaluated. This report is expected to assist the OPCW

and the States Parties in preparing for the First Review

Conference of the Convention, scheduled for The

Hague in April 2003.

Of the “weapons of mass destruction”—biological,

chemical, and nuclear—only chemical weapons have a

multilateral verification regime. The IUPAC report

comes against a backdrop of international concern

about potential use of chemical weapons by terrorists

or by rogue nations. The report—available on the

IUPAC Web site—highlights developments in organic

synthesis and changes in chemical plant design that

will pose new challenges to the Convention, but it also

describes recent and probable future developments in

analytical chemistry that may assist in implementation

of the Convention. The key issues identified at the

workshop are given on page 4 of the report. IUPAC’s

findings and observations are summarized in 18 points

on pages 5–8.

For more information, contact the Task Group Chairman Edwin D. Becker

<tbecker@nih.gov>.

www.iupac.org/projects/2001/2001-057-1-020.html

Provisional
Recommendations

IUPAC Seeks Your Comments

Provisional recommendations are drafts of IUPAC

recommendations on terminology, nomenclature,

and symbols made widely available to allow inter-

ested parties to comment before the recommen-

dations are finally revised and published in Pure
and Applied Chemistry. There is currently one

document available for review:

Definitions of Terms Related to
Polymer Blends, Composites, and
Multiphase Polymeric Materials 

The document defines the terms most commonly

encountered in the field of polymer blends and

composites. The scope has been limited to mix-

tures in which the components differ in chemical

composition or molar mass and in which the con-

tinuous phase is polymeric. Incidental thermody-

namic descriptions are mainly limited to binary

mixtures although, in principle, they could be

generalized to multi-component mixtures. 

The document is organized into three sections.

The first defines terms basic to the description of

polymer mixtures. The second defines terms

commonly encountered in descriptions of phase

domain behavior of polymer mixtures. The third

defines terms commonly encountered in the

descriptions of the morphologies of phase-sepa-

rated polymer mixtures. The full text is available

online, see link below.

Comments by 31 March 2003
To Dr. William J. Work 

1288 Burnett Road

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 USA 

E-mail: wjwork@comcast.net

www.iupac.org/reports/provisional/abstract02/work_310303.html


