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Medicinal Chemistry

by Ernõ Pungor
A Hungarian-German-Italian-Polish Joint Meeting on
Medicinal Chemistry was held in Budapest, Hungary, 2-6
September 2001. The conference was organized by the
Organic and Medicinal Chemistry Division of the
Hungarian Chemical Society and the Medicinal Chemistry
Divisions of the Chemical Societies of Germany, Italy, and
Poland, with the contribution of the Medicinal Chemical
and Pharmaceutical Technological Committee of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the 100-year-old
Gedeon Richter Ltd. Prof. Péter Mátyus was the chairman
of the meeting, and Dr. János Wölfling was the secretary.

The meeting followed two previous joint meetings
held in Taormina, Italy (1999) and Jelenia Góra, Poland
(2000). This third meeting was organized by the
Organic and Medicinal Chemistry Division of the
Hungarian Chemical Society and the Medicinal
Chemistry Divisions of the Chemical Societies of
Germany, Italy and Poland, with the contribution of the
Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technological
Committee of Hungarian academy of Sciences and the
Gedeon Richter Ltd, and was sponsored by IUPAC.

The medicinal chemistry is very complex. It contains
many areas of chemistry, molecular biology, and materi-
al sciences as well as computer science. It plays a central
role in drug design, discovery and development. This
meeting focused in particular on certain challenging
fields in current medicinal chemistry, such as CNS, car-
diovascular and metabolic diseases, and new methods of
drug research. More than 270 registered participants
attended the conference (mainly from the four organizing
countries, but scientists from more than 20 countries alto-
gether) and 17 plenary lectures, 9 short lectures and 164
posters from academic and industrial areas were present-
ed and this resulted in a high-level scientific program.

The Hungarian-German-Italian-Polish Joint Meeting
on Medicinal Chemistry was a successful meeting about
the co-operation of these countries. It strengthened the
developing of new pharmaceutical products.

Ernõ Pungor is the Chairman of Hungarian National
Committee for IUPAC.

Analytical Sciences

by David S. Moore
The International Congress on Analytical Sciences 2001
was held 6-10 August at Waseda University in Tokyo,
Japan. It was an extreme honor for me to be able to rep-
resent the IUPAC at this wonderfully-organized and
executed congress. The congress is organized every ten
years and is a huge undertaking—26 symposia, 5 plena-
ry lectures, 281 invited talks, 250 other oral presenta-
tions and nearly 450 posters. It is truly international in
scope and attendance—with nearly a thousand partici-
pants from 39 countries. If that isn’t enough, this time
the Congress was held jointly with Asianalysis VI—the
Sixth Asian Conference on Analytical Sciences—and a
Symposium on Traditional Chinese Medicine! Clearly
the organizers of ICAS 2001—chaired by Tsuguo
Sawada (Univ. of Tokyo), along with his Vice-Chairs:
N. Nakamura (Sci. Univ. of Tokyo), Y. Umezawa
(Univ. of Tokyo—member of the IUPAC Analytical
Chemistry Division Committee), and K. Matsumoto
(Waseda Univ.—member of the IUPAC Analytical
Chemistry Division Committee) and the other 29 mem-
bers of the Organizing Committee and 17 members of
the International Advisory Board (chaired by H.
Akaiwa, Gunma, Japan)—and the organizers of
Asianalysis VI—chaired by T. Hobo (Tokyo
Metropolitan Univ.) and the other 10 members of the
Organizing Committee and 17 members of the
International Advisory Board (chaired by B. Huang,
Xiamen, China)—had to work together efficiently and
smoothly. The excellent conferences they produced pro-
vide strong evidence that they more than succeeded in
their task.

The symposia at ICAS 2001 covered all the fields of
analytical chemistry that it seems possible to think of.
From analytical atomic spectrometry and applied laser
spectroscopy to nano-technology, separation science,
and sensors of all kinds, the symposia and posters paint-
ed a broad canvas of the present state of the art in ana-
lytical science, and also suggested future directions and
dreamed about future capabilities. What else could one
want in such a conference? The only problem was
selecting which of the many relevant and varied sym-
posia to attend. I found myself wishing cloning was
already a reality, or that I had accomplices with whom
to share the task!

The International Advisory Board suggested to the
ICAS organizers that the field of Analytical Science was
developing rapidly enough to warrant thinking about
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increasing the frequency of this conference from once
per decade to twice. The general consensus was that,
while this increase would mean a doubling of their work
load, the payoff to the international analytical science
community would be worth the price. Regardless of
their decision, the international analytical science com-
munity anxiously awaits the next ICAS, and we at
IUPAC hope to be again involved.

The plenary lectures by Drs. A. Manz, S. Terabe, M.
Takagi, G. M. Hieftje, and Y. R. Shen as well as two
selected invited talks by Drs. E. Yeung and T. Sawada

are now published in the October 2001 issue of Pure
and Applied Chemistry. The Conference editor, Dr.
Yoshio Umezawa insured that the papers were like the
lectures, well balanced in terms of chemical and physi-
cal methods of analysis, and all were seminal.

David S. Moore is President of the IUPAC Analytical
Chemistry Division.

http://www.iupac.org/publications/
pac/2001/7310/index.html

CAS/IUPAC Conference on Chemical
Identifiers and XML for Chemistry
1 July 2002, Columbus, Ohio, USA

This conference will bring together experts to survey cur-
rent activities in the research and development of chemical
substance representations and identifiers, including both
nomenclature and computer-based structural descriptions,
and of chemical markup language. It will be held 1 July
2002 at the Pfahl Executive Education and Conference
Center and The Blackwell Hotel at Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio, USA. 

The conference is designed for researchers and devel-
opers working in the areas of chemical identifiers and
chemical markup language and chemical information
specialists, database producers, and others who have an
interest in or utilize chemical substance information.

The conference will cover the following topics:

l From chemical name to structure: finding a needle
in the haystack

l Nomenclature practice and post-Postman factors

l The chemical semantic web: a common infrastruc-
ture for chemistry

l The vision of a chemical semantic web

l The IUPAC Chemical Identifier

l CAS chemical identifier systems

l Unifying chemical nomenclature standards—the
roundabout of names and structures

l Computer-based naming service for very large
chemical databases

Contact: Dr. Alan McNaught 
Royal Society of Chemistry
RSC Publishing 
Thomas Graham House

Science Park, Milton Road 
Cambridge, CB4 0WF, UK
Tel.: +44 1223 432119
Fax: +44 1223 420247
E-mail: adm@rsc.org

Central European Conference on
“Chemistry Towards Biology”
8-12 September 2002, Portoroz, Slovenia

Biology and chemistry represent a large multidiscipli-
nary environment within which biochemists and
chemists cooperate on theoretical and practical grounds
with a view to gain detailed descriptions of biomolecu-
lar systems. This first-time conference, to be held 8-12
September 2002 in Portoroz, Slovenia, has its origins in
a long-term cooperation among scientists who met at
several joint crystallographic conferences during the
seventies and eighties and discussed topics pertaining to
inorganic and structural chemistry. The aim of the con-
ference is to provide an opportunity to promote discov-
eries within this large context that can further aid in the
development of new advances in biotechnology and
serve in the evaluation and predictions for further stud-
ies. Topics will include high-resolution crystallography
of macromolecules, advanced spectroscopic methods as
well as computational simulations.
Contact: Prof. V. Kaucic, National Institute of
Chemistry, Hajdrihova 19, SI-1000, Ljubljana,
Slovenia. 
Tel.: +386 1 47 60 256 
Fax: +386 1 42 59 244
E-mail: kaucic@ki.si
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